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TO 


THE KING. 


SIRE, 

To whom can the Miflionary Society fo 
properly dedicate tliefe firft-fruits of their labours as to 
Your Majesty, by whole order the voyages of difcovery 
were firft undertaken, which have brought into view the 

numerous iflands difperfed over the Pacific Ocean ? The 

% 

reports made concerning them attradled the general at- 

V 

tention of European nations; and Your Majesty’s fub- 
jedts felt themfelves peculiarly interefted, whether their 
views led them to confider thefe difcovcrics as tending 
to enlarge the bounds of fcience, or as opening a field of 
commercial fpeculation. A nobler objedt, Sire, has en¬ 
gaged the attention of the Miffionary Society, who, be¬ 
lieving CHRISTIANITY to be the greatcft bleffingever 
imparted to mankind, defired to communicate that inefii- 
mable gift, with all its happy effedts, to thefe unenlight¬ 
ened regions. 



DEDICATION. 


On landing among thefe iflanders, our compaflions 
were more powerfully excited to find their population 
greatly diminifhed, and, through the prevalence of vice, 
tending to utter extinction. On this account we conceive 
it to be our duty to make the molt vigorous efforts, in 
dependence on the bleffing of Almighty God, for the 
amelioration of their wretched eftate. 

Perfuaded of Your Majesty’s gracious approbation 
of our labours, and encouraged by the moft aufpicious 
commencements, we have determined' on renewed ex¬ 
ertions. Whatever beneficial confequences may refult* 
from the attempt, we fhall be happy to aferibe them,, 
under GOD, to Your Majesty’s government as their 
origin; and we embrace this public bccafion of offering 
the dutiful homage of 

Your Majesty’s 

Moft refpeblful and loyal fubje&s, 


THE DIRECTORS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 




r pHE impatience of our brethren to gratify’ the curiofity of the 
public, muft plead our excufe that the following papers are ar¬ 
ranged in a lefs lucid order tlian wc could have wifhed. In colicfling . 
from the public and private journals, wcJiave defired to preferve the 
language of the relator, which, if not the moil policed, may notwith- 
flanding be the moft afFefling, '. The body of the journal is the com- 
pofition of Mr. William Wilfon;. from the Captain’s papers, his own, 
and the Miflionaricsh reports*. As there was a neceffity of* filling up 
fbmc chapters from .the journals of thc.Miilionaries themfelvcs, there: 
will fometimes be obferved.a change of perfons* according as indivi¬ 
duals, or the body, are introduced fpeaking; but this ejefed it is 

> , t 1 

hoped our readers will pardon. It was deemed improper to alter cuf- 
tomary maritime phrafes for the fake of grammatical accuracy. We 
{hall be truly happy, if the information here detailed lhall produce 
fome powerful impreffion,on the rtiinds of our countrymen; intereft 
them more tenderly in behalf of the wretched heathen; and excite 
fuitable efforts to repair the miferies which Europeans have in part, 
occafioned, as well as to refoue from definition of body and foul a.i 
gentle race of fellow-men, who have toward our own nation cfpecially,, 
cxprelfed the mod affodionate attachment 
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE; 

CONTAINING . 

A GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

or TUB 

ISLANDS WHERE MISSIONARIES HAVE SETTLED, 

AND OP OTHEKS WITH WHICH THEY ARE CONNECTED. 


T HE relation which geographical knowledge bears to miffionary 
exertion is as obvious as it is important. If linccrc and enlight¬ 
ened Chriftians had been attentive to the magnitude, the population, 
and the moral and religious Rate of the countries which are Rill dcRi- 
tute of the gofpd, it feems impoffible that they Riould ever have re¬ 
mitted their labours for the conversion of the heathen. A deficiency 
of information upon thefe intercRing fubjeds is not merely to be la¬ 
mented as an occafion of fatal negligence; it is alfo to be guarded 
againR as a caufe of error, and of failure, in the conduct of miffionary 
efforts. If thefe are excited only by cafual difeoveries of the wretched 
condition in which fome detached parts of the heathen world exiR, 
other nations are liable to be difregarded, which, in a variety of rc- 
fpeds, might be preferable objeds of evangelical millions. 

For the reafons which determined the Miffionary Society at London 
to commence its operations with a voyage to the Pacific Ocean, we 
refer the reader to a well-known Memoir, which was publicly delivered 
when the Society was formed in September 1 7Q5, and is annexed to 
an impreffion of the Sermons that were preached on the occafion 
That dccifion having been made, the utmoR diligence was ufed to 
colled into a diRind and com^rehcnfivc view, the information that 
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was fcattercd thfQtjgh. mj.nicrous printed volumes, or was attainable by 
means of manufcript and verbal communications, rcfped.ing thole 
iflands which it appeared practicable to vifit in the projected voyage. 
An extenfive compilation of this nature was put into the hands of the 
roiftionarics; and leveral maps were conftruCted, to illuftrate the geo¬ 
graphical details, as well as to aflift the. intended navigation; the ma¬ 
terials from which thefe were formed having till then remained uncon¬ 
nected, or been exhibited only upon a minute general leale. 

By an abridgment of the accounts thus compiled, it is attempted, 
in this preliminary difeourfe* to gratify perfons who may with for a 
compendium of the principal information to be derived from former 
voyages rcfpeCiing the three iflands to which our miflionaries have 
happily gained accefs. . Thefe places are deferibed in the fame order 
in which they were vifited by Captain Wilfon; and to the account 
of each is fubjoined a brief defeription of other iflands with which 
a habitual intcrcourfc is maintained from thence; and to which we 
may therefore hope the ufefulnefs of our brethren will gradually be 
extended.* A few general remarks upon the Pacific Ocean, and the 
countries fituated within its limits, appear neceflai / both to introduce 
and to conclude the whole. 

This ocean, which covers aim oft half the globe, was unknown to 
Europeans at the commencement of the fixteenth century, having 
been firft ften from tlic ifthmus that connects the continents called 
North and South America, on the 25th of September 1513, by a 
Spaniard named Bafco Nunez de Balboa. Its weftern boundary had 
been approached by the Portuguefe only two years earlier, Fraucifco 
Serranno having difeovered the Molucca iflands immediately alter the 
conqueft of Malacca by the celebrated Albuquerque. To ftimulatc 
exertion, and to preclude contention in the rival difeoverers from Spain 

* The general chart of Captain Wilfon’s track is neccflhrily upon too final] a feale to afford 
a fuitablc reprefentation of thefe iflands; but they are all delineated, an inch to a degree, in 
one of the above-mentioned maps, which has been publifhc.il for the benefit of the Miffionary 
Society, and is fold by Mr. Fadcn, Charing Crofs, and Mr. Chapman, Fleet Street, price 
10s. (td. plain, or 15s. coloured. ^ 
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and Portugal, Pope Alexander the Sixth configncd to the dominion of 
thefe two nations all heathen countries that ftiould be difeovered by 
them; and allotted to each ohd half of the globe, commencing from 
the wcltern limits of Brazil in South America, of which province the 
Portuguefc had previoufly obtained pofleflion. The imperfection of 
geographical fcicnce at that time left it doubtful to which of thefe 
hcmifplieres the Moluccas belonged; and the precious fpices peculiar 
to thole fmall iflands rendered the dccifion important. To afeertain 
this was the purpofe of the firft voyage acrofs the Pacific Ocean. It 
was planned and executed by Hernando dc Magalhanes, who had 
lerved under Albuquerque at Malacca ; but having been ill rewarded 
by the court of Portugal, he withdrew to Spain, from whence lie /ailed 
with five flips under his command on the 21 ft of September 1519 . 
lie wintered in South America, and, in the October following, di/co¬ 
vered the ftrait which has fince borne his name. lie entered the 
great South Sea on the 23th of November 1520; and having ad¬ 
vanced northward to the tropic of Capricorn, proceeded *in a north- 
weft courfe with /uch cafe and rapidity, that he judged the vaft ocean 
he was traverfing worthy to be called the Pacific. It is well known, 
that the prevailing winds between the tropics follow the path of the 
fun, where they arc not diverted from it by heights of land ; and the 
incomparable breadth of this ocean affords an uninterrupted pafiage to 
thofe cafterly currents of air, which, on account of the advantages that 
navigators derive from their regularity, arc called the trade winds.. 
Magalhanes having crofted the equator too foon to meet with the fer¬ 
tile iflands of the fouthern tropic, found no place of refrcfhmeut till 
the Oth of March 1521, when lie difeovered-a range of fmall iflands in 
the longitude of 14(5 degrees eaft from Greenwich, and extending 
from 13 to 201 degrees of north latitude. He named them Ladroncs, 
on account of the tkicvifli difpofition of the natives, which has fince 
been found univerfal in the Pacific Ocean. Proceeding weftward he 
difeovered on the 10 th of the fame month, one of the iflands which 
have fince been called the Philippines. They form the northernmoft 
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partvo'f the grand.archipelago which borders the coaft of Alia, ex¬ 
tending from 19 degrees, north latitude and 122 degrees eaft longitude, 
fouth-weft ward to Malacca, and fouth-eaftward to New Guinea. At 
a final! ifland of. this-group. Magalhanes finifhed his courfe, being 
killed in an encounter with the natives on the 27th of April. Some 
of his fhips afterward reached the Moluccas, the object of their pur- 
fuit; which are fituated amidft more extenfive iflands, in the lft de¬ 
gree of north latitude, and in J27f degrees eaft longitude. One lliip 
only of the fquadron, named the Victory, with a crew of no more than 
tliirty perfons, under the command of Sebaftian Cano, returned by 
the Eaft Indies and the Cape of Good Hope to Europe, having ac~ 
compliilied the firft circumnavigation of the world within a period of 
three years. 

Having, by a fkctch of this voyage, paid a tribute to the memory 
of Magalhanes, who conducted an unequalled enterprife with the 
utmoft fortitude and {kill, we can only notice fuccceding navigators 
in connexion with the iflands to be deferibed. In pointing out the 
fituations of thclc, their latitude muft be underftood to be fouth ward 
from the equator, if not otherwife exprefled; and their longitude is 
reckoned eaftward and weftward from the obfervatory at Greenwich 
toward its anti-meridian. 

The want of a proper guide for the pronunciation of names ufed 
hy the South-Sea if landers, and the diverlity of modes in which they 
have been fpeiled by writers and compilers of voyages, have long 
been iubjc<5ls of complaint. The remedy has become difficult in 
proportion to the extent of the evil. The variety of journals from 
which extracts arc given in the narrative of Captain Wilfon’s voyage, 
has fruftrated, in a great meafure, the endeavours that were ufed to 
adopt an uniform and diftin<ft orthography throughout the volume. 
Whether the attempt made for that purpofe, in compiling the pre- 
f a nt introductory difeourfe, is more fiicccfsful, muft be left to the 
decifion of the reader. His attention is requefted to the following 
rules of pronunciation, in which the genius of the language that is 
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common to the places deferibed, and the cftablilhcd orthography of 
thofe names which have become mofl familiar, have been reciprocally 
confulted. 

111. When a lingle vowel forms or dofes a fyllable, 
a is founded as in father ; 

e as in equal; 

o as in open ; 

u as in duty. 

2dly. When two vowels come together, 

ae has the fame found with the adverb ay; 
ai is founded as in fail - r 
au as in autumn ; 

el has the found of t long; for which this improper diphtliong 
has, from the firft, been fubftituted in names that are now- 
become too familiar to be altered, as in Otaheite , Eimeo , 
Huaheine, &c. 

oo is founded as in the adverb too, for a fimilar rcafon; 
ou as in our ; and 

re has the fame found with oy in Englilh words, as joy , &c. 

All other combinations of vowels are to be pronounecd, according 
to the preceding rules, in diftind fyllables. 

3dly. When any finglc vowel is followed, in the fame fyllable, by 
a confonant, it has its lhortcft found; as in matter , gift, otter,. 
vpzvard. ■ 

athly. Every confonant, finglc vowel, or diphthong, uniformly re¬ 
tains a diflincl and appropriate found, fubjed to the preceding 
rules. The letters w and y arc therefore ufed only as confonants; 
g is always hard ; and th is always founded as in think. The e is 
utuer mute. Thus Otaheite is to be pronounced fo as to rhyme 
with the adjective mighty. 

Sthly. That fyllable on which the ftrongeil emphafis is to be * 
placed is marked as a long fyllable (fo Tongatahoo , Ohiltahoo ) 
when the words firll occur; but this diftindion, agreeably to 
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Rule 4th, indicates no other change in the found of the vowels 
over which it is placed. 

It appears ncccflary farther to remark, that, as the differ tat ions 
which form the Appendix of this volume, contain a copious deferip- 
tion of the natural and civil Rate of Otaheite, nothing relative to that 
ifland is requifite here, but a hiftory of trail fad ions that occurred previ¬ 
ous to the voyage of the Duff. A prior perufal of the differtations will 
therefore be ufeful to thofe of our readers who defire to have in view 
the circumftanccs and eftabliftied cuftoms of the natives, while they 
purfuc the hiftory. It may alfo aftift to underftand the brief descrip¬ 
tions-here given of the other iHands, in which, to avoid tautology, the 
points wherein they vary from Otaheite are principally infilled on. 
The concifenefs that was indifpenfable, precluded ohlervations which 
naturally refult from the various lads that are mentioned in tin-, fol¬ 
lowing account; but we hope that this deficiency will be fuppl icd 
by the refledions of our ferious readers. From a compaiifon between 
the fevcral parts of this volume, it will probably be acknowledged, 
in general, that additional demonftration is afforded to lomc very im¬ 
portant truths : fuch are—the infufficiency of every natural enjoyment 
to qftablifli the real welfare of mankind; the tendency of an unre- 
ftrained gratification of appetites and paflions to produce horrid and 
deftrudive crimes; the advantages for which the moft civilized na¬ 
tions arc in reality indebted to the gofpcl; and the far greater blef- 
fings that arc derived from the lame fourcc b) them who enter into 
the fpirit and power of chriftianity. 
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Hiflorical Account of Otaheitt, 

t ' • f ' ■ ' 

FREQUENT as the intcrcourfe of Europeans with the natives of 
this iiland has been for the laft thirty years, it is uncertain whether 
any interview between them had occurred atari earlier period. While - ' 
the identity of various iilands vifited by modern navigators, with' thc : 
early difeoveries of the Spaniards, has been indubitably proved, it ii 
barely probable that Otahcite was feen by Pedro Fernandez de Quiros 4 
in loot). He hail failed with two fhips from Erma in Peru, tofearch 
for a continent, which he fuppofed to cxift in the neighbourhood of 
tcNcrai iilands that had been difeovered by him in a voyage performed 
eleven years before. For this purpole he proceeded fouthward to the 
.* 7 rh degree of latitude; but meeting only with a few krw iilands* he 
returned into the latitude of his former difeoveries, and on his way’ 
fell iii with an iiland, llth February", which, on account of the curve 
drier!bed by its Ihores, he named Sagittaria. His fmaller veflel an¬ 
chored in a bay on the fouth coaft; but the boats were prevented 
landing by the lurf which beat upon the reefs. A young man, named 
Krancifco Ponce, fwam w ith much hazard to a rock, where the illanders 
nice and carelfed him; others of the Spaniards, imitating the fpirited 
example of Ponce, were equally well received. When they fwam back 
to the boats, they were accompanied by feveral of the natives, who, 
after having fome prefonts made to them, returned, well pleafed, to 
their comrades on Ihore. The next day the Spaniards, having hauled 
their boats over the reef, landed, without feeing any of the inhabi¬ 
tants; they proceeds d through a thick wood (in which they found a 
morae, and erected a crucifix) toward a bay upon the oppofite fide- of 
the ilia ad, They could obtain no frefh water in a plain which they 
iearchcd for it; but refrelhed thcmfclves with the milk of cocoa-nuts, 
which grew there abundantly. Loaded with this fr uit, t hey returned’ 
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to the lfunjing-place, in water up to their knees, along the meldow, 
over which the tide h^d flowed; they re-embarked however without 
difficulty, a paflage through the reef having been found for the boats; 
and a very aged woman, whom they had met in the woods, willingly 
accompanied them to the fliips, where flic was clothed and fed. When 
lhe w'as fent back to fhorc, the directed tlie Spaniards to fomc of her 
-countrymen, who were occupied w'ith their canoes. The iflanders be¬ 
haved amicably; and fome of them, with their chief, ventured to go off 
with ic vend Spaniards in the boat; but being fuddenly alarmed, they 
leaped .into the lea, except the chief, who was detained by force till they 
reached Quires’s fliip. They could not perfuade him to go on board; 
and therefore, having made him fome prefents, fent back the boat with 
him. Tlie few Spaniards who remained onlhore had been furrounded, 
and threatened, by more than a hundred of the natives, armed with 
tpcars and clubs. Upon the fafe return of the chief, a perfect rccon- 
ciliatkm took place; and they parted very amicably, the natives pro¬ 
ceeding toward a fmall iflet. They arc deferibed as of a mulatto 
colour, well made, and deftitute of clothing, except the women, who 
were covered from the waift downward with cloth made of bark. 

Quiros coafted this i/land to the north-weft the following day, and 
at noon obferved the latitude to be 17 ° 40'. This coincides with the 
Weftern fide of Otaheitc; but the filcnce of Quiros refpc&ing the 
ifland of Eimeo, which would have been in fight from thence, is 


perfectly unaccountable, and involves the identity of Otaheitc with 
the Sagittaria of Quiros in much doubt. On the other hand, the 
place where the Spaniards landed, agrees very well with the ifthmus 
by which the two peninfulas of Otahcite arc connected. The pre¬ 
ceding account will enable our readers to form their own fentiments 
upon a fuhjcet of which different judgments have been adopted by re- 
fipe&afcle geographers. 

Captain Wallis, in his Majcfty’s ftiip Dolphin, difeovered Otahcite 
on the lC)tli of June l 7^7* The vcflcl being clofe to the louth-eaft 
cud of the ifland, .was furrounded by a great number of canoes, with 
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mor^than eight hundred people on board :, they, in general, behaved 
amicably, excepting that they ftolc every thing they could foizc. 
Thefe practices brought on a flight fkirmiih, but peace was ioon ap¬ 
parently eftablilhed. Captain Wallis fucceedcd in getting to wind¬ 
ward of the ifland during the night, and the next day failed along the 
eaftern coafl. On the following he anchored near the north-cafjbcrn 
fliore: and his boats being employed in founding, were attacked by. 
the iflande/s, one of whom was killed, and another wounded in the 
contefl. Traffic was notwitliftanding fpeedily refhjed. The native 
women ufed the moft fltamelefs enticements to induce the failors to 
land, but they had the precaution not to quit their boats; and fomc 
fniall cafks, which they entrufted to the inlanders to procure freflv 
water, were ftolcn by them. 

Captain Wallis having weighed anchor on the 23d,. difeovered the 
bav wtilbh is formed bv the coafl of Mattavac, the northernmofl dif- 
triCl of the ifland. Having doubled its north-caftcm cape, fince called 
Point Venus, the Dolphin ftruckupon a cbral rock which is detached 
from the reef that borders the coafl:. The lhip remained immoveable 
almoft an hour, and was then unexpectedly relieved by a breeze which 
fprung up from the fliore. The natives, in many hundred canOes, 
waited around to fee the event, which was likely to have been attended 
with the entire deftru&ion of the crew. They anchored, however, 
foon afterward in the bay, and the vcflel was found.tp have received 
little damage. The following day, while warping nearer to the fhorc, 
they were attacked by a multitude of large canoes* and fhowers of 
heavy ftones were poured in every direction upon the fliip. The 
inlanders Tcnewed the aflault, even when they had been repul fed by the 
great guns; but after repeated experience of their deflruCtive effcCts, 
they difperfed, and fled to the mountains. 

The fliip having been moored abreaft of the river of Mattavac, 
Lieutenant Furneaux landed, and without opposition crcftcd a Britifh 
pendant on the fliore, and formally took pofleffion of the ifland in the 
name of his own fovercign. This is a ceremony h Ji as-d^cen con- 
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^of Ml o«kuitn«s iohabitcd by heathens. Whatever idea 
$t& fotme<^ 6f this tint, fyffer the flag to 

;tj$i|t#^ at ' ^atdksefgoreroed 

& tLrrfj 1115 Ternr^, caufed 

— - ^ f? ■ *. 4 A«fin^the'4^t: and it was nfed long after as 
it t® be takeaway 'temg tnMugat, , TK 

rid of M lid conflitutes the badge rf royalty. The next 
SSSS Mn^e compcllcdbr theses tore** from 
the river* to which they had bcen ienfc for frefh water; but c rov>c 
beingdifperfed. tff thc ffiip’s guns, and many of their canoes being 
” demoliffied by way of puniffiment, they gave up their attempts at 
tefiflknee, and ftom that time became peaceable and docile. Oammo 
retired from the feme, probably left the Engliih ihould revenge upon 
hi s~per fan the ► aflhuits they had ftiftained. His con fort Oberea (or 
Foorea) had been feparateti from him after the birth of Tem&re, ap¬ 
parently on account of her rcludlance to deftroy the child. Her au¬ 
thority was not diminifliedby theirfeparation, and the excrcifed it in 
affording 4 the mod hofpitahh reception to Captain Wallis and his 
people, many of whom were much reduced by illncfs, T hefe were 
ftationed on ftiote, and a regular traffic was cftabliftied for frdh provi- 
ftons. It was howeyer, foon interrupted*, and great inconvenience 
produced, by, the licentious intercourfe of the crew with the female 
inlanders. This; was unlikely to be checked by Oberea, whofe charac¬ 
ter for fen&ality exceeded even the ufual ftandard at Otaheitc. At this 
time Ihe cohabited with Toopaea* who had fled from his native place, 
Ulietea, and had been appointed chief pieft at this ifland. He excelled 
all the South-Sea iflanders that have been known, for information and 
iagacity; and diftinguiflied himfelf very early by his inquilitive difpo- 
fition, and his aptnefs to imitate the manners of the Englifh. An 
elderly man, of inferior rank, named Owhau, likewife rendered him- 
fdf remarkable and uieful, by his friendly attention to the navigators, 
and the prudence with which he negotiated between them and his 
cbiintrymen. Under his guidance Mr. 'Gore made fomc progrefs. into 





thfc tAtcdb? of tfce iflaiid^ «a# whew protjripiW! ^iNfoaitfe; foagce at ]&*£$.■ 
tavae. Owhau proairwi.*h^ r 4fc^ iuppHes 

having bcte Obtained, and■^e/hcidi&r-aif . - s&iff’lM o^f^uay-ibcing 

re-eftablifhedy Captain WklHs foiled oil tl»pr.•ll' 
the hoipitality dF Obefea ‘twi&L; to J^riuSet^< 

were turkies, a gander arid goofe, and a dat ; with ftxmyir<Sn< utCniils, 
which the natives were eagerto bbtamyhiving Learned theuie of them 
from a neighbouring low iiland, named Tappbohue, where a Dutch 
ihip, belonging to Roggewein’s fquadron, had been wrecked forty-five 
years before. ■ *!••'* 1 « '-.O'-.:-.*; ■ •'* * , —f 

Early in April, 1708, Otaheite was again vifited by Europeans, * 
M. de Bougainville, in the Boudeufe frigate, accompanied by a ftoce- 
fhip, coafted this iiland to the eaftward, as Wallis had done ; but 
was deterred from doubling Point Venus, by the appearance oftljp reef 
which encloses it. A timid caution, : which moil of the French navi¬ 
gators have betrayed when at fea, expofed M. de Bougainville to the 
inconvenience of anchoring within a reef on the windward fide of the 
iiland. He was amicably received by Orette, -chief of Hedea, the 
diftri<ft where the ihips were moored. This perion’s brother, Outooroo;, 
attached himfclf to the commander immediately upon his arrival, arid 
afterward accompanied him to France. The father of theft young 
men, Owahou, and fome other principal people of the diftridl, ob*- 
jetted, however, to the iick perfons being landed from the ihips, till 
an afturance was given that they would not remain many days/ 

M. de Bougainville was ibon vifited by Tootaha, youngeft brother 
of Oammc, who preiided over the wefternmoftdiftri&s of the iiland. 
He was accompanied by feveral others of the royal family, whole 
iuperior ftature diftinguiihed them from the reft of the company. It 
does not appear that Oammo, or Oberea, whofe ufual residence wa& dt 
the ibuthernmoft part of the larger peniniula, viiitcd Hedea during 
the ftay of the French, which lafted only eight days. It was' 
rcntly rendered the more pacific, in confequence of the experience the 
iilanders had derived from Captain Wallis’s vifit, whom they “fupwftd 



X>1 


PREUMINA&Y DISCOURSE. 


to have 9^c thc^ fai^c. cpunt^ff M- dc ? 3pw®MnviUc %; .•^cy; 
fujaplied ^bupdance. of proviflonis*, opd yvlllinglyadfifted tkfc- . working 
parties froiii the ihips, j*ut avaiic,d ( thwfpjvcs <if every, opportunity to 
pilfer. Scnfuality feems to hayc been pra<fti|ed .^yith feill greater, in¬ 
decency than befar«,. and fevcral murders were privately committed 
by the Fre^c^^aiJ^s^, .po^tbftanding .the , hpipitality with which 
they were enter^uied... wqnian who, hadiailpd from France with 
the crew, difguiCcd in man’s apparel, was detected by the natives upon 
her landing. Acepfeomed to fee the fexes clothed alike, they imme- 
diattdy perceiv^ ^e^i^efpncepf herihape; but f they conceived mean 
ideas ofEpropcan beautyfrom her countenance. 

Tk^rOT^^k'faiie^Uth April, after the lofi of fevcral an¬ 
chors, their cables haying .been cut afunder by the coral rock. Within 
a few weeks afterwards, 3Vl. deBougainville found that.feveral people 
on board, and Outooroo himfelf, were infected with the venereal dif- 
ca£. t .Captain -attentive to the 

flute of his fhip’s company,and ppflfciyely. aflerfcs that they were en¬ 
tirely free from every fymptom qf this diforder fix months before, and 
Hill longer after-their vifit at Qtaheitc. The accounts of the inlanders 
refpcAing their previous knowledge of the complaint, are confuted 
and contradictory. The prefent cxiftcnce, and the general prevalence 
of the evil, arc but too obvious; and it concurs with other dreadful 
cffe&s offenfuality, to threaten tlie entire depopulation of this beauti¬ 
ful ifland,ifit be not feafonably averted by the happy influence of the 
gofpcl. ' /' ' ' t \ . 

Subfequent to M. de Bougainville’s departure, a revolution occurred 
in the government of Otaheite, the cfFctts of which proved to be per¬ 
manent and important. The whole ifland at that time acknowledged 
thc 'fovcrejgnty of Tcmarre. The fmalfer peninfuia, called Tciarrabbo, 
was governed by an elderly man named Waheadooa, diftantly related 
to the king. The larger. peninfula has. ufually been diftrihuted into 
three principal governments, each of which included fevcral fubor- 
dinate diftri&s: they were then./ubjedt to three brothers, Oammo, 
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Tootaha, and Happac; the latter prefiding over the northern and' 
caftem diftrrfts, which arc colle&ively named *Tcpirreonoo. Tootaha* 
who poffeffed confiderablc talents, and was actuated by a.reftlcfs am¬ 
bition, confpired with Wahcadooa to wreft the government of the 
ifland from Oaramo and Obcrca j arid to transfer the rdyal. dignity 
from their fon to Otoo, the fon of Happae/durirtg whofe minority 
the conduct of public affairs was- to be committed tri Tootaha. ‘ This- 
plot could not elude the penetration of ToopaCa anil lie? ufed all hi.;-, 
intcreft with Obcrea to fruftratc it in time, by putting Tootalia to- 
death. He did'not. However, prevail with het to eorifcht to fo violent 
ameafure; and when hefound thc dXplofion read^ td bur{l:, he flpd r 
to the interior mountains for his pcrfbrtal fafety. Wriheddoba, ftimu^ 
latcd by the defire of becoming wholly independent Of the larger 
peninfula, paffed the ifthmus with his army,hnd defeated that which 
Oammo had colle&ed to ojppofe him. Tobtaha, at the fame time, 
with the forces of Attahoorbo and Tcttahl, attacked from the we&-/ 
ward the diftriOl of PapparS, OaMimb’s rcfiderice; rind carried off " 
from the great morac at that place to another in Attahoor6o, the 
peculiar enfigns of the regal and facerdotal Offices. The grand cere¬ 
monies which arc attended with human Sacrifices, were therefore per- 
formed at tlic morac of Attahooroo for many years after that event. 
This diftridl being one of the largeft andmoft fertile inthcifland/and ‘ 
t-onftantly gaining ftrength by affording jprote&iori to fugitives from 
other quarters, was too powerful to be ipeedily difjpoflefled of its ac- 
tpuifitions. T(x>taha hadeftablifixed himfclf in the regency, and rpfidtjd 
at Oparre, the hereditary difiri6t of the new fovereign Otoo, when 
Lieutenant Gook, in the Endeavour, anchored in the adjacent bay of 
Mattavae, 12th April, 1 / 60 . His objects were to obferve the ap¬ 
proaching tranfit of the planet Venus over the difik of the fun,'and to 
renew the fearch which Qniros had fet on foot in the lafi: ’century, for 
a continent fuppofed to cxift in the fouthern part of the Pacific Ocean. 

The Endeavour was immediately vifited by crowds of the natives, , 
among whom Owhau was recogmfcd “by Mr. Gore and others ^yho bad; 
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Jailed witli Wallis. His affiftance was again found ufcful in the traffic 
which commented, under proper regulations, with his countrymen; 
and in appealing their refentment, when it was excited by the death 
of one of them, too haftily inflicted in confequence of their thefts. A 
frhail fort was ere&ed near the northernmoft point of the illand, which 
now received the name of Point Venus, on account of the obferva- 
tions that were made upon that planet the 3d of June. At the fame 
time a party was lent to the neighbouring illand of Eiriieo, to obferre 
the trarifit from thence. Lieutenant Cook afterwards made a lurvey 
of Otaheitei in which he was accompanied by Mr. (now Sir Jofeph) 
Banks, who had failed in the Endeavour with a view to the advance¬ 
ment of natural hiftory. They met with Waheadooa and his fon, 
then about thirteen years of age, at Teiarraboo, and found that penin- 
fula in a itourilhing condition. Its inhabitants boafted of their mili¬ 
tary prowels and jfuccels; of which they poflelfed many trophies, and 
among others, the turkey-cock and the goofe which Captain Wallis 
bad given to Obcrea. The Englilh were every where hofpitably 
treated, excepting the depredations which they fuffered from the 
thicvilh genius of the natives! The lame lewdnels was perpetrated as 
on former occalions ; and, to^ avoid loathlbme repetitions, we Rial l 
generally omit to mention it in future. Thefe practices at times in¬ 
terrupted the harmony which ufually lubfilled between the navigators 
and the iflanders; but it was alfnofl wholly deftroyed previous to 
their Reparation. Two marines having deferted from the lhip. Cook 
ventured to confine Tootaha arid leveral other principal pcrlbns till 
the dclcrtcrs Ihould be brought back. The natives by way of reta¬ 
liation feized upon fome Englifiimeri ; but being ordered by Tootaha 
. to furrendcr them tirid the deferters to the commander, he in return 
relealed his royal captives, ’ and their friendfliip was apparently re¬ 
newed. Among the principal acquaintance formed by the Englifii in 
this voyage, befide thole already mentioned, w r cre Potatto, a chief of p 
Attahooroo, and Tooboorae Tamaede of Mattavac; both of whom 

were thefts, although aimong the^meft rclpc&able perfons 

r 
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in the inland. Toopaca, having JoR his influence by the revolution, 
and being deferted by Obcrea for a younger, gallant, left Otaheitc in 
the Endeavour, 12th July, and died at Batavia, on the paflage of the 
fliip to Europe. 

Tootaha had obtained a great quantity of curious and ufeful articles 
from his European gucRs, and he availed himfclf of thefe acquifitions 
to increafe his influence over the chiefs of the. larger peninfula. He 
fucccedcd in periuading them to unite their forces againR Teiarraboo, 
which he wilhed to reduce to its former Rate of fubjedtion. Wahea- 
dooa, who fought only to enjpy .peaceably the independence he had 
cRabJiftied, pleaded the fervices. he had rendered, to Tootaha, as an ar¬ 
gument to divert him from his hoRile defigns, whi 9 h Waheadooa had 
learned, and was prepared to rcfiR. The military pride and ambition 
of the regent urged him toperfiR in.his attempt; and, having equipped: 
a fleet of war canoes, he failed toward the fmaller peninfula, and en¬ 
gaged the naval force of Waheadooa, with nearly equal lofs on each 
fide. Tootaha retired, with a determination to try his fuccefs by 
land. His brother Happae difapproved of this mcafurc, and retrained 
at Oparre; but Tootaha obliged Otoo, who always difliked fighting,, 
to accompany the army. It engaged that of Waheadooa at the iRh- 
mns, and was totally routed : Tootaha and Tooboorae Tamaede were 
killed on the fpot; Orette and.many others feverely wounded ; and 
Otoo efcaped with a. few of his-friends, to theTummits of the moun¬ 
tains, where his father and family had taken refuge upon being informed 
of the defeat. Waheadooa marched directly to Mattayae and Oparre, 
laying waRc all the country, as is ufual in their wars; but he lent rca- 
fonablc propofals of peace to Happae and Otoo, who readily accepted 
them. The latter, having then arrived at maturity, aflumed the ad- 
miniRration. of the government with the afliRance of his father’-^, 
advice. He had two fiRers, one of whom remained : unmarried, and 
being older than he, might have put maprior, claim to the fbve- 
Tcignty, but ihc waved her right in,his favour. Of three brothers, 
the eldcR was ten years youngerthan Otoo; he was. then .a, very 
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active and intelligent boy, and has fince become well known under 
tlic name of Orapeia: the next brother, Weidooa, was fix years 
younger than he: the youngeft, Teppahoo, then an infant, has ever 
fince remained in obfeurity, on account of his deficiency of intdlc<ft. 

Waheadooa did not long fiirviyeihis triumphs; and liis name and 
government devolved without^dppofition upon his fon. A Spaniih 
veflfcl, faid to hare been commanded by Don Juan de Langara, vifited 
Teiarraboo about March 17.73. She remained ten days at anchor in 
a harbour formed by reefs, at the fouth-caft end of the ifland, and 
called by the natives Owbac-oorooa. Four of tlMb ihips company were 
publicly executed there ; and a fifth cfcaped the fame fate by flight. 
He was the ffrft European who became a refident at Otahcitc, and 
was kindly treated by the natives, to whofc manners he entirely con¬ 
formed. Young Waheadooa made him one of his principal compa- 
mons^aiid councilors. 

Captain Cook vifited this ifland the following Auguft, in the Rcfo- 
’lution, accompanied by'Captain Furneaux in the Adventure. Thcfc 
vcflcls %ere in much tIShgcr near the place where the Spaniards had 
anchored, the ftelbhition Unking repeatedly on the adjacent reef. On 
the 17 th of Auguft they anchored in a bay on the northern coaft of 
Teiarraboo, called Oweitapeha. The Englifti were difappointed of 
obtaining provifions, as was laid, by the influence of the young chiefs 
Spaniih advifer, who carefully avoided interco-urfe with them. They 
gained intelligence from an iflander named Tooahou, who had attended 
Cook in part of his fancy during the former vifit. The map of 
Otalieite, which bud then been engraved, being ihewn to this man, 
he readily comprelicnded it, and pointed out by name the diUriels that 
were marked uponit. It may be proper here to obferve, that the 
number and the names of thefe divifions vary at different periods; a 
l diftri<ft being fometimes fubdivided into fevcral by the chiefs, in order 
to diftribute the land among their friends. 

Waheadooa did not vifit his acquaintance. Captain Cook, till the 
SSd, an d th e latter failed the following day from Oweitapha; but 
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left behind Lieutenant Pickcrlgill to purchale hogs, which the natives 
were permitted to bring when almoft too Jatc. The young chief dif- 
covcrcd fome ingenuity mingled with boyilh wcaknels, and prefided 
at the market with great propriety. \Mr. Pickerlgijl proceeded from 
thence in a boat to Hedea, where he vv^s kindly entertained by Oretfc, 
and his brother Taroore. Neither of them made any inquiry after 
Outooroo, although they fuppofed him to have gone with M. de 
Bougainville to the lame country from w hence Cook came. Toopaea 
a 11b leemed to be nearly forgotten; but Sir Jofepli Banks, and others 
of the Englilh, who had been molt converfant with the iflanders, were 
every where inquired after. The boat rejoined the fhips at Hedea, and 
they proceeded to Mattavae, where they anchored 2HHf Auguft. 

Otoo, who was on the lhore furrounded by a multitude gazing at 
the lhips, did not wait to receive the Englilh, but hurried in terror 
over the hill which divides Mattavae from Oparre, where he rclided. 
Cook vifited him there the next day, and with difficulty prevailed 
upon him to venture on board the Ihips'on the following. Thele 
diftridls had not recovered from the effects of the war with Teiarraboo, 
and provifions were Icarce. Potatoo in fome mealure fupplied the de¬ 
ficiency from Attahooroo. Otoo expreffed much regret at the depar¬ 
ture of the veflels, which occurred ill September. 

Captain Cook revilited Mattavae 22d April 1774, having in the 
mean time repeatedly entered the antardtic circle in the fruitlefs learcb 
after a louthern continent, which was the principal objcdl of this 
voyage. On his laff: departure from Otaheite, he had been accompa- 
nied from the Society I Hands, by a young man of rank and lomc abi¬ 
lities, named Hete-hete. By his advice, red feathers had been pro¬ 
cured at the Friendly Mauds * and they were found to be the moft 
valuable article of trade at Otaheite. The northern diftridls had allb 
recovered their ufual profperity fince the former vilit of the Ilefolution* 
and at this time lupplied abundantly the wants of the navigators,, 
They found much relief from bilious complaints by the uie of the eve 
fruit, which, from its external appearance, has been always called an 

d 
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apple, although it has a {tone refcmbling that ot a peach. During the 
Ray of Captain Cook, which was prolonged in order to repair his ihip, 
a fleet of • large war canoes aflembied in the bay, tor the purpofe of 
attacking the neighbouring ill and of Eimeo. The chief of that coun¬ 
try, Motooaro, had married a filter of Otoo, and being expelled by his 
uncle Maheine, he hud taken refuge with his brother-in-law. The 
weflern diftri&s having united with thole of Tepirreonoo to maintain 
the caufc of Motooaro, r i o whit, who was then cliicf of Tettaha, was 
appointed to the command of the combined fleet. He poflefled great 
courage and talents, was advanced in years, and was highly refpeclcd. 
His diftriel ftirnilhcd forty-four large canoes toward the fleet; tliat ol 
Attahooroo one hundred and fixtv; and Mattavae, probably in confe- 
qXicnce of its late devaftatinn, only ten. Tciarraboo alio was exported 
to fend a quota for this expedition; yet both Otoo and Towha, al¬ 
though jealous of eacn other, entreated Cook to aflifl them in at¬ 
tacking that pciiinfula. The number of fmall canoes employed to 
transport provilions, and defigned to bring back the bodies of thole 
who might be killed, equalled that of the larger canoes employed in 
fighting. From the multitude of people embarked in this fleet. Cap¬ 
tain Cook computed that the whole ifland might contain more than 
two hundred thoufand inhabitants. Subfequent navigators have even 
exceeded this calculation ; but it appears that at prefent there is not a 
tenth part of that number of people in Otahcitc. Unlimited fcnluality, 
•with the general contamination, and infant murders, attendant upon 
it, have, without doubt, dreadfully diminifhed the population. 

Amidft the confufion occafioncd by fb great a concourfe of the 
natives, fume daring thefts were committed ; and the feverity which 
vras confequently excrcifed, alarmed the timidity of Otoo. One of 
his elder relations, named Tc, became ufeful as a mefiengcr anti 
mediator between the young king and his formidable guefls. Oainmo 
and Oherca vifited them from Pappara; and the latter, though greatly 
declined in dignity, and advancing in years, discovered no abatement 
of lewdnefi. The iflanders exhibited a mock lea-fight, and the Engli111 
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fomc firework?, tor their mutual entertainment; and they -parted very 
amicably on the* 14th of May. Ilctc-hctc, who had connected liirn- 
A*!f with a family at Mattavae, took a pafiage in the fliip to fee his 
friends at Ulictea. Of various'animals which had been left at Ota- 
heitc by the Ileiblution nine months before, the only fpecies likely to 
multiply were goats and cats. The expedition to Eimco proved fitc- 
celhful in rc I tor mg Motooaro to a temporary pofleflion of the fbve- 
reignty of that ifland. 

Teiarraboo was ihortly after reviiited by the Spaniards, in two fliips 
from Lima, which anchored in Oweitapcha bay. The commander 
died there, and was buried on fhorc, near a crofs which they had 
creeled, and inferibed with, (i Chriflus vinrit," and “ Carolus 8. 
“ rnperat. 1 774.” They alio conilru&ed, of materials which they 
had brought for the purpofe from Peru, a w’ooden houfe, confiding of 
two apartments, with loop-holes in the walls, which admitted air, and 
might be ufed for defence with mufquctry. Two pricfls, -with an 
attendant upon each, remained at this habitation when the fhips de¬ 
parted, and were peacefully and rcfpedffully treated by the natives; 
but it does not appear that they had much convcrfation with them. 
One. of their attendants, however, frequently travelled in the ifland, 
and becam* familiar with the language of the inhabitants. Ho told 
them many flandcrous dories of the Englifli, and allured them thali 
his countrymen had fallen in with Cook's vcfifcl and deflroyed it, with 
the whole crew. 

Four of the inlanders had failed in the Spanifh fhips to Lima, and 
two of them died there. The furvivers w ere brought back by the. 
fame vcflcls ten months afterward, and the nvicils and their attendants 
were taken away. A buli and a ram, with lomc goats, dogs, and 
Spanifh fwine, were landed; and the houfe aiukcrofs were left {land¬ 
ing, and carefully preferred by the natives. Thofc who had vifitqd 
Peru "returned wholly to their former courfc of life: one of them 
retained fome common Spanifh phrafes ; die other had the appearance 
»*f being deranged in mind. 

d 2 
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Captain Cook once more revifitcd Otaheite in the Refolution, ac¬ 
companied by Captain Clerkc in the Difcoveiy, on their way to the 
north-weft coaft of America, in i 777 . They anchored at Owcitapeha 
on the 13th of Auguft, and found Teiarraboo at that time fubjeft to a 
boy twelve years old, brother to the former Waheadooa, who had 
died almoft two years before. 

, When the Refolution and Adventure left Otaheite in 1 773, a native 
of the neighbouring if]and Huaheine, named Omae, had accompanied 
Captain Furneaux from the latter place, and proceeded to England in 
the Adventure, after parting with the Refolution. He returned from 
thence with Captain Cook on-his third voyage. This young man was 
not of the higher rank among his countrymen, nor were his talents of 
a Superior caft* In England great attention was paid to him by fome 
of the nobility, but it was chiefly directed to his amufement, and 
tended rather to augment than to diminifh his habitual profligacy. 
One friend of human kind, Mr. Granville Sharp, took great pains to 
iriftru& him in reading and writing, and to imprefs his mind with, 
ideas of morality and religion. Omae was fnfceptible of convi&ion by 
familiar arguments on the latter lubjedb, and had made fueh progreii; 
by application to the former, that he wrote from the Cape of Good 
Hope a letter to Dr. Solander (who had accompanied Sir Jofeph* 
Banks in 17 Gy) in Otaheitcan words exprefted by Englifh charudtcr?.. 
Having vifited the Friendly Hands prcvioufly to his arrival at Otaheite, 
he -had procured a garment richly adorned with red and yellow fea¬ 
thers, which he defigned to prefent to OtoO. This* he delivered to 
young Walieadooa, requefting him to tranfinit it to Otoo, in the hope 
of ingratiating himfelf at once with both of the fovereigns in the ifland 
where he intended to fettle. The prize was, however, too valuable, to 
pafs through the hands of the young chief, who deemed- a very fmali 
part of the feathers, fufheient to be lent to. the monarch of the. larger 
pcrunfula. * . • 

The fhips proceeded to Mattavae, and .anchored there on the 24th of 
Auguft: a friendly interview immediately took place with Otoo and 



PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


xxi 

his family, ’which remained in the lame Rate as formerly. Captain 
Cook delivered into his charge ah Englilh bull, three cows, a horfe, a 
marc, and lome fhcep, which had been Conveyed from England with 
very great trouble, in the hope of rendering eflential fervicc to thefe 
hofpitablc iflanders. The Spanilh bull had been tranfported from 
Teiarraboo to Mattavae on the way to Bolabola: the lbvercign of that 
ifland having fent an emiffary, who pretended to infpiration, to procure 
the bull from Waheadooa. Captain Cook arriving in time to flop its- 
progrefs, committed this animal alfo, which was of a capital breed, to 
the cuftodv of Otoo. Various domeftic fowls were like wife left with 
him, and garden-feeds planted in fome ground cleared for the purpolev 
Otoo had befides in his poffeflion the gander that had been given ten years 
before by Captain Wallis to Oberea. This lady had died llnce the* 
former vifits of the Refutation, The body of Tc, the king’s uncle, 
and m miller of Hate, who had then been dead four months, was flill 
preferved from putrefaction. Hetc-hctc had arrived at Mattavae but- 
a Ihort time before his Englilh-friends, to whom he flic wed an unabated- 
attachment ; but he declined the ufe of fome clothing, which they had. 
brought out as a prclent to him. Omae having acted as imprudently- 
in the difpofal of his property at this place as at Teiarraboo, the defign. 
of etlablilhing him at Otaheite was relinquifhed.. 

Intelligence being received from Eitneo, that Malieinc had again 
revolted from Motooaro, and bad obliged him to take refuge in the. 
mountains, Otoo carndlly. entreated Captain Cook to take an active, 
part in the quarrel, but he prudently declined to interfere. Human, 
facriflccs were offered at Attahooroo to iniurc fucceis to the expedi¬ 
tion, and Towha and Potatto again conducted the fleet belonging to 
their dillriCls to a tack Maheine. They found him r however, lo well 
prepared to receive them* that, after repeatedly applying to Otoo for < 
reinforcements, without procuring any, they concluded a peace on; 
terms which were advantageous to the revolters. There had. been st) 
great diveriity of. fentiment among the chiefs on the fubjebl of this 
expedition, and the blame, of. its.unfavourable. iiliie was. imputed, bv- 
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feme to tfic huftmcfs of Tow ha, and by others to OtooV delay m aug-i 
raenting the fleet. The jealoufy which had always fubfiftcd between 
thefe great men was excited to liich a degree, that Towlia vowed re¬ 
venge againft Otoo, and was only prevented from executing it by the 
menaces of Captain Cook. The latter quitted Mattavae on the 2yth 
of September 1777 , and for the firft time vifited Eimeo. Some thefts 
which the natives of that ifland committed, w ere punifhed by him 
with unprecedented feverity. He returned no more, being killed at 
the Sandwich lilands on the 14th of February 1779 . 

Previous to that event Otoo cfpoufed Iddra, the elder flfrcr of Mo* 
•tooaro, with w hom he thus became doubly connected by marriage. 
The firft child flic bore to him was immediately fuftbcatcd, that'they 
might preferve their rank in the arrcoc fociety; but a fecond being- 
born was preferred, and in confequcncc the title and Sovereign dignity 
of Otoo immediately devolved upon his infant foo. The father re¬ 
tained his former power as regent, and in the conduct of it lie was 
greatly aftifted by his intelligent and active confort. He lias fincc 
been called by various names fucccflivoly; but, to avoid confufion, we 
fliall only ufe that of Pomarre, by wdiich he lias been known during 
the laft fix years. 

Towlia feems to have ftipprefted his refentment till the ufiial length 
of time between Captain Cook’s vifits at Otaheitc had clapicd; he 
then united the forces of Tcttalia and Attahooroo with Maheinc 
againft tliofc of Oparre and the eaftern diftridts. The conteft was 
frequently renewed, and ufually terminated to the advantage of Towlia. 
Pomiirrc's war canoes being nearly deftroyed, his udvcrfarics purliicd 
their fucccfs by land, and laid w'afte Oparre and Mattavae. T'hey at 
length ftiftcrcd a fevere check by the death of Maheinc, who was killed 
in battle by the hand of Weidooa, Pomarre’s younger brother. This 
cataftrophe appears to have prevented the renewal of hostilities at Ota- 
Jieitc ; but the party of Motooaro was not powerful enough to eftublifli 
him as the fucceflbr of Maheinc, whofe adopted fbn, Tareamoodoa, 
obtained at his death-the fovercignty of Eimeo. During thefe incur* 
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lions raoft of the cattle that had been left at Oparre, and had mcrcafed 
there, were deft roved ; fever a 1 cows and a dilablcd bull, were carried in 
triumph to Eimeo, and preferred there. 

Eleven years had nearly pafted without any intcrcourfe between 
Europe and Otaheite; every inftrument of iron had been expended; 
and the loathibmc difeale, which, if not derived from Europeans, had 
certainly been increafed by their licentious conduit, had made dread¬ 
ful havock among the i(landers of both fexes. At that late period ail 
Englilli veflel arrived at Otaheite, fcemingly with as little of defign on 
tlic one part, as of expectation on the other. A (hip called the Lady 
Penrhyn, on board of which was Lieutenant Watts, who had failed 
with Cook, was employed in tranfporting convilts to Port Jackfon, 
at the lirft formation of the fettlemcnt in New South Wales. Be¬ 


ing bound from thence to China for a cargo homeward, (he took a 
courfe far to the caftward ; and as the crew was extremely reduced by 
feuny, it was determined to ftop at Otaheite for rcfrefhments. Upon 
anchoring at Mattavac on the 10th of July 1/88, Lieutenant Watts 
was immediately rccognifcd byMoanna, an elderly chief of that diftiilL 
Pomurrc, who no longer reftded in that neighbourhood, arrived four 
davs afterward, probably from Teiarraboo, bringing with him a por¬ 
trait of Captain Cook, which Mr. Webber had painted at his requeft 
during the laft voyage. Veracity having been thought needlefs by Eu¬ 
ropeans in their trail factions with the il landers, it was judged proper at 
that time to conceal the death of Captain Cook, and to make prcdenls 


in his name to Pom fir re. 


This idle deception proved afterward highly 


detrimental. 


Ironutenhls were fought by the iflandcrs with the utmoft avidity ; 
while feme red leathers, which had been brought from Port Jack (bn, 
bore no price with them. The ring of an anchor, which M. dc Bou¬ 
gainville liad loft ten years before atHcdea, w as produced by Pomarre, 
who requefted to have it forged into fmall adzes. The utmoft abun¬ 
dance of animal and vegetable food was fuppiied in exchange for Eu¬ 
ropean articles; and beftdes the original productions of the inland. 
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pumpkins and eapficums, cats and goats, were offered for fale. It was 
oblerved, that the women of the higher clafs were more cautious than 
Jormcrly of promilcuous intcrcourfe, probably in confcquence of what 
they had fuffered from difeafo. Pomarre was importunate with Mr. 
Watts to affift him in punilhing and iubduing the people of Eimeo. 
He complained greatly of the long abfencc of the Englith, and of the 
fhortnefs of their prefent flay, which was only for a fortnight. Iletc- 
lietc, w T ho was at Mattavae, begged to be taken to Ulietea; but Po¬ 
marre being unwilling to part with him, lie was obliged to remain. 

An event approached which iffued in an important change of the 
condition of Otahcite. The information which had been received by 
the former voyages of the great utility of the bread-fruit, induced the 
merchants and planters of the Britilh Weft Indian illands to requeft 
that means might be ufed to tranfplant it thither. Lor this benevo¬ 
lent purpofc a fliip was commifiioncd by his Majcfty, which was 
named the Bounty ,; and Lieutenant Bligh, who had failed as maftcr 
with Captain Cook, was appointed to conduct her to Otahcite, where 
the plants might be moft cafily and abundantly procured. He ar¬ 
rived at Mattavae on the 20th of 0<flobcr 1/88, hardly more than 
three months after Lieutenant Watts’s departure. Happac and Ora- 
pcia w r ere found there, and the latter was peculiarly anxious to prevent 
his countrymen from pradifing their ufual thefts. The frame of Cap¬ 
tain Cook’s piifture, which had fuffered fomc damage by its removals, 
was brought to be.mended; and on the 28th Pomarre arrived witli 
Iddca from a diftrift of Teiarraboo, where he had taken up his refi¬ 
nance. Weidooa, who had gained great credit by hi* prowefs in battle, 
but was exceflively addicted to the intoxicating liquor of the ava root, 
and a chief of Mattavae, named Poeno, were generally of the vifiting 
parties. A garden was planted near the houfes belonging to the latter 
and to Moanna. Pofatto and Orettc, and his kinfmen, renewed their 
friendfliip with the Engliih. The young love reign, who was about fix 
years old, was only to be accoftcd from the oppofitc lide of the river at 
Oparrr, The Englifh were required to make their fliouldcrs bare when 
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in his prefence ; but they compromiled this ceremony by uncovering 
their heads. He was accompanied by a younger brother and a fitter, 
befide whom Iddea had alfo a female infant by Pomarre j yet (he co¬ 
habited openly at that time with one of his fervants, and has done fo 
ever fince. Tcppahoo, an unde of Pomarre, had dettroyed eight 
children, in order to preferve his rank as an arreoe. He redded at 
Tc.ttaha as chief of that dittriitt, Towha being dead. The wife of the 
latter, Wanno-oora furvived him, and was much rcfpe&cd. 

Lieutenant Bligh having made very haridfome preients from the 
king of Great-Britain to Pomarre, informed him that the moil ac¬ 
ceptable return would be a large quantity of the young bread-fruit 
plants, and that he would oblige him by carrying them in his cabin 
tbr King George; which was immediately contented to. Pomarre ex- 
prettcd little concern about the lofs of the cattle, but much dedre to be 
revenged upon the people of Eimeo: and he was gratided with two 
mufkets, a pair of pittols, and a confidcrable (lock of ammunition. He 
had not fufficient fortitude to ufe thefe articles himfelf: but Hctc- 
hetc, who remained with him, was a good markfman ; and although 
it is not cuftomary for the females of Otahcite to go to battle, Iddea* 
whofe pcrfonal ftrength and courage were unufually great, had learned 
to ufe a mufket with fom c dexterity. 

Oberrcroa, the mother of Pomarre, came from the fmall ittands of 
Tethuroa, and vidted the Bounty with difficulty, being old and corpu¬ 
lent. She feems to have been a native of Ulictea, from whence (bme of 
her relations, who w r cre' chiefs in that ifland, came to Mattavac at this 
time. One of them brought an ewe, which Captain Cook had left at 
Ulictea, and which was then almott deftroyed by the mange. Another, 
who was at that time called Tootaha, feems to be the fame perfbn 
dnee known by the name of Manne-manne, the brother of Oberrcroa, 
and heir apparent to the fovercignty of Ulietca and Otalia, but by of¬ 
fice a prieft. Bcddc the ttieep, which (hortly died, a bull was procured 
from Hedea, and a cow from Tettaha; and both were committed to 


e 
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the charge of Pomarrc, from whom the former, had been obtained by 
a perfon pretending to be infpired. 

On Chriftmas-day the Bounty was removed to a reef harbour on the 
poafl of Oparrv, the bay of Mattavae having become dangerous through 
the variable and violent winds which arc common at that feafon. 
Nearly eight hundred pots of bread-fruit plants were then taken on 
board, and upwards of one thoufand plants were afterward added, 
together with lome of the eve, eheya, ratta, oraya, tou, and matte trees; 
and the te, yappe, and pea roots. The length of time employed in 
colle&ing thefe, was attended w ith the defertion of fevcral among the 
feamcn, who were purfued to Tcthuroa by Orapcia, and at length were 
feized at Tettalia. The flap's cable w*as cut nearly through, evidently 
with the defign of letting the Ihip drive on fhore in tempeftuous wea¬ 
ther. This is faid to have been done by Weidooa, on account of an 
officer to whom he was attached, and w ho had been put in confine¬ 
ment on board. The thefts of the inhabitants likewife increafed with 
the delay, but the chiefs exerted thcmfclves to bring them to punifli- 
ment. Some maize had been planted fincc the arrival of the Bounty, 
which ripened before flic failed. Captain Cook’s picture, which had, 
by Pomarre’s requeft, been kept on board the Ihip, was then delivered 
again to him, with the date of the fliip’s arrival and departure re¬ 
corded upon the back of the pi dure, which has ever fince been prac- 
tifed by commanders of Englifli men of w ar. The Bounty was un¬ 
moored the 4th of April, l/8g, having remained at Otaheite more 
than five months. 

The fltuation of Pomarrc was evidently at that tftne neither com¬ 
fortable uur fecure. He carneftly defired Captain Bligh to take him- 
ffclf and Iddea to Britain. Hete-hete equally wiflicd to go in the fhip. 
A coolncfs then fubfifted between Pomarrc and Orapeia, which was 
fuppofed to have arifen from a difagreement of their wives. Shortly 
after the departure of the Ihip a revolution took place at Eimeo, by 
which Motooaro’s authority was cftablifhed. Tareamoodba took re- 
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fugc in Attahooroo, and* was afterward entertained by Tcmarrc at Pap- 
para, where he remained in a private Ration. 

The Bounty returned to Mattavae on the 6th of June, having in 
the mean time been ieized by twenty-five of the crew, who had mu¬ 
tinied, and turned adrift Lieutenant Bligh, and eighteen officers afnd 
fcamen, in the launch belonging to the fhip. Fletcher Chriftian, the 
matter’s mate, a young man of rcfpc(‘table connexions and good ta¬ 
lents, was chofen to command the mutineers. He had perfuaded them 
to go to Toobbuae, a fmall ifland ninety leagues to the fouthward of 
Otaheitc ; preferring it to the latter, as being lefs expofed to vifits 
irom Europeans. Having found Toobouae deft it Lite of animal provi- 
fions, he brought the fhip again to Otaheitc, to procure fume ftock 

for the lcttlemcnt w hich he intended to make. He availed himfelf, 

* * 

for this purpofe, of the fid ion which had been hitherto fupported re- 
fpeding Captain Cook ; aflerting that they had met with him, and 
that he had font the fhip back for all the live ftock that could be 
fpared, in order to form a fettlemcnt at a place which Captain Bligh 
had difeovered in hb courfc toward the Friendly Iflands. The inha¬ 
bitants gave credit to his ftory, and vied with each other rvlio fhould 
furnifh moft for the fervice of Captain Cook ; fo that by the l6th of 
June, four hundred and fixty hogs, fifty goats, and great quantities of 
fowls, dogs, and cats were colleded. The bull and cow, which had 
been committed to the charge of Pomarre by Captain Bligh, were 
alfo taken away ; but the former died on the paflage, from the falls 
he received. Eleven female Otaheitcans fiiilcd with the mutineers ; 
and it was loon found that thirteen male natives, among w hom was 
Hcte-hcte, had concealed themfelves in the fhip. When informed of 
the real deftination of the veil'd, and of the great improbability there 
was that they would ever return to their own country, they difeovered 
no diflktisfaftion; but adhered cheerfully and faithfully to the muti¬ 
neers during their fruitlcfs attempts to eftablifh themfelves at Too¬ 
bouae. 

Subfequent to the fecond departure of the Bounty from Otaheitc, 

e 2 
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a Swedifh armed vcflcl, -commanded by J. H. Cox;, arrived there. 
Captain Cox was received by Pomarre and lddca with their ufual 
hospitality; and in return made them, prefents, among which were 
fome more fire-arms and ammunition, a hand-law, and an union jack. 
Tlic latter became a fubftitutc for Captain Wallis’s pendant, as the 
enfign of royalty. A ftirewd and a dive fellow, named Brown, a na¬ 
tive of England or North America, was left by Captain Cox upon the 
iftand, in confcqucnee of a quarrel between him and his Ihipmatcs, in 
which he had maimed one of them. This man attached himfelf to 
Pomarre,- with whom he went to refide at a diftrid of Teiarraboo, 
where the latter had fome private property. He had taken up his 
abode there, apparently with a view to increafe his political influence, 
in hope that the fmaller peninfula might at length be brought under 
the dominion of his Ion. 

A majority of the mutineers having determined, contrary to Fletcher 
Chriftian’s inclination, upon returning from Toobouac to Otaheite, 
the Bounty, was anchored a third time at Mattavae, on the 22d of 
September 1780. Sixteen of the Ihip’s company then landed, with 
their proportion of the property and arms that were on board. The 
reft failed fuddenly in the night with Christian, and have never finjcc 
been heard of. Thirty-five of the iflanders, including men, women, 
and children, accompanied them. His profeflcd defign was to fettle in 
lome uninhabited ifland, out of the ufual tracks of European fhips. 
Among the people who remained at Otaheite, were levcral who had 
not been a&ive in the mutiny; and fome who had wilhed to accom¬ 
pany Captain Bligh in the boat, but were detained by the reft, as they 
could not conveniently be fpared. They were hofpitably received by 
their ojd friends at Mattavae and Oparr.c, and lands were afligned for 
their ufe in thefc diftri&s, which they preferred to others where they 
were lefs acquainted. 

The more ingenious and induftrious among them employed them- 
felvcs in the conftru&ion of a fchooner, about the fizc of the paflage- 
boats between London and Gravcfend. It was difficult to find, and 
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to convey from the mountains, timber faited to their purpofe; and ftili 
more fo, to fubftitujtc fuch articles as were to be obtained in the 
country, for the neceflary iron-work, pitch, and rigging. The natives, 
although they pilfered other things, never ftole their tools, but affixed 
them occafionally in the laborious parts of their work; and were Je/s 
furpifed at their Ikill, than at their pcr/cverance in fuch tin under¬ 
taking. It was hardly to be expected, that the whole Of the party who 
had engaged in it, would adhere to each other till it Was completed. 
One of them, named Churchill, who had been mailer at arms in the 
ihip, and was very active in the mutiny, accepted an invitation to live 
with Waheadooa, who was fovereign of Teiarraboo at the time that* 
Cook laft viiitcd that peninfula. Another, named Thompfon, one of 
the moil ignorant and brutal of the crew, accompanied him; but they 
very fhortly difagreed. Waheadooa died foon afterward, without chil¬ 
dren ; and Churchill, having been his tayo, iuccecded to his property 
and dignity, according to the cftablifhcd cuftom of the country. 
Thompfon was excited by envy of Churchill's preferment, and by re¬ 
venge for fome tricks he had played him, to take an opportunity of 
fhooting him. The natives role to punifh the murder of their new 
iovereign, and ftoned Thompfon to death. A boy of four years old, 
who was nephew of the late Waheadooa, and fon of the chief of 
Wcioorbo, was acknowledged as the fuccdfor of his uncle, whole 
name devolved upon him, as it had before done upon Chiirchill. 

Pomarre was anxious that the reft of the Englifh lhould remain 
unconne&ed with Teiarraboo ; but confcntcd that fome of them lhould 
take up their refidencc at Pappara with Tcmarre, who continued to 
be on terms of friendlhip with him. They had all been conftantly 
. and plentifully fupplied with provifions by Pomarre’s orders, and he 
at length requefted in return their aftiftance to attack Eimeo, where 
another inlurreclion was formed againft Motooaro. They declined to 
go thither, but cleaned for him the arms which Captain Bligh and 
Captain Cox had given him. Hctc-hctc, who remained at Otaheite 
when the Bounty failed, and a few other natives who had learned to 
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ufe them, cafily turned the fcale of vi&ory against the infurgents, and 
confirmed Motooa.ro in the peaceable pofleflion of his rights. 

A few months afterwards the weftern diitri&s of Attahooroo and 
Tettaha (where Teppahoo had died, and his fucceflbr Tetowha was 
inimical to Otoo) invaded both Oparre and Pappara, through jealoufy 
of the growing power of the royal family. On this occafion the mu¬ 
tineers thought it ncccflary, for their own lafety, to arm on the fide 
of their friends. Their fchooner having at length been launched, 
rigged, and provided with every thing necefTary, they failed with a 
licet of war canoes from the north-caftern diftri&s againrt Attahooroo; 
.which was like wife attacked from the quarter of Pappara by Tcmarre 
and the Englilh people refiding with him. Potatto, Tetowha, and 
their adherents, took refuge in the mountains, and in a fhort time 
obtained peace by fubmitting to Otoo’s authority. They alfo furren- 
dered to him the royal maro, w'hich was carried in triumph to the 
morae at Oparfe, after having remained at Attahooroo twenty-one 
years. Tetowha, who was a young man of remarkable comelinefs, 
died foon afterwards, and an uncle of Pomarre’s was appointed in his 
Read. Potatto, through the intcrceflion of the Englilh, w r as allowed 
to retain his authority in Attahooroo. After paying a vifit to Motoo- 
aro, with whom fome of them refided from that time, they laid up 
the fchooner at Mattavae during the tempeftuous feafon, which ufually 
prevails between November and March. 

Early in 1701 the ceremony took place of inverting Otoo w ith the 
royal garment, on which occafion Captain Cox’s flag was fent entirely 
round the ifland in token of the young chief s fupremacy. It was 
admitted to pafs through Ticarraboo, from fear of Pomarre’s Englilh 
allies, rather than from willingnefs to flibmit to him. He therefore 
propoled to them to allift his own and Tcmarre’s people, in com¬ 
pelling the inhabitants of that peninfula to abfolutc fubmiflion. The 
chief part of the mutineers having agreed to the propofol, they again 
launched and provided their fchooner, failed from Mattavae 2irt 
March, leaving only four of their number there, and reached Pappara 
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on the 24th. In the mean time the Pandora frigate, commanded by 
Captain Edwards, which had been fent from England, on hearing of 
the mutiny in the Bounty, arrived at Otaheite, and anchored at Mat- 
tavae on the 23d. The Englishmen who had remained there, went 
on board the fame day, and were immediately put into confinement. 
I lieutenants Comer and Hayward, the latter of whom hadUfailcd in 
the Bounty, and accompanied Captain Bligh in the launch, were dif- 
patehed with two of the Pandora’s boats, to purfue the fchooncr. The 
mutineers had hardly anchored at Pappara, when a mefienger, whom 
Hete-hetc had fent by land, informed them of what had befallen their 
comrades; upon which they immediately failed again, with three 
others who lived at Pappara, leaving behind only one of their party, 
and Brown whom they had met there. The former walked all night 
toward Mattavae, and furrcndcred himfclf on board the fliip the next 
day; when alio the boats returned thither, not having been able to 
overtake the fchooner, which had fleered for the fouth-eafternmoft 
point of the ifland. She, however, returned to Pappara on the 27 th, 
and fix of the mutineers went up to the hills within the country ; the 
other three were kept in confinement that night and the next day by 
the orders of Temarre, who likewife feized the fchooner. In the night 
of the 28th they efcaped, by Brown’s affiftancc, to the w'eflern coafl, 
and reached, by daybreak, a boat with which Lieutenant Comer had 
come irom the fhip the preceding day in purluit of them. He left 
them, with the boat, in the charge of a petty officer, and afeended 
the heights, guided by Orapeia, to difeover the retreat of the refit. 
Lieutenant Hay ward having proceeded by water to Pappara, and' 
fearchcd for them in vain, was informed the next forenoon, that they 
were coming down to furrender thcmfelvcs, which they did, laving 
down their arms as they approached his party; and Mr. Hayward fent 
information to Lieutenant Corner, who was defeending after them 
into the valley. 

During the whole time of the mutineers’ continuance at Otaheite, 
Pomarrc had remained at Tciarraboo, but upon the arrival of the 
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Pandora, he repaired with his family to Oparrc. He had then, in ad¬ 
dition td Iddca, taken to wife her younger filler, Weirede ; but was 
flill equally influenced by the advice of the former. He readily co¬ 
operated with the Britilli officers in their meafures for fecuring the 
mutineers, and was anxious to prevent bad confcqucnecs from the rc- 
fentmenfcof families with which they had formed connexions. Few 
of thcfe appear to have been highly rcfpcdablc; but one inflance oc¬ 
curred of a very affeding nature. A midlhipman, who had been ac¬ 
tive in the mutiny, had lived with the daughter of a pcrl'on of property 
at Mattavac, and fhe had borne a child to him. His imprifonment 
and removal afflided her to fuch a degree as to bring on a decline that 
terminated in her death. Her infant was left to the care of a filler, 
who cherifhed it with the utmoft tendernefs. Three daughters and a 
fon were left by others of the mutineers. 

Notwithflanding the mournful ..interviews that daily took place on 
board, between the Englifhmcn, who were kept in irons, and the native 
women with whom they had lived, the ufual courfc of feflivity, amufe- 
ments, arid debaucheries, was uninterrupted during the continuance 
of the fliip at Otaheite. She failed on the 8th of May, accompanied 
by the fchooner which the mutineers had built, under the command 
of a petty officer from the Pandora. Brown, who had never been on 
friendly terms with the mutineers, came away in the fhip; and Hete- 
b'ete went in her to Bolabola, his native i/land. Pomarre and his wives 
were alfo flill defirous of quitting the ifland, but their departure was 
flrongly oppofed by Orapeia and other chiefs, whole perfuafions pre¬ 
vailed. 

Of the fourteen people who were feized at Otaheite, and taken 
away in the Pandora, four were drowned when the fhip was call away 
on her return; the reft were preferved in boats, and brought to 
trial in England. Four of them were acquitted, as having had no 
concern in the mutiny ; and were moftly provided for in Greenwich 
Hofpital. Another was difeharged, his convi&ion not having been 
legally conduced. Two were pardoned, and have fince been em- 
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ployed in the. navy. The remaining three Vfcte executed at Spit- 
head. 

At the clofc of the fame year C&ptain Vancouver, in a fhtp named 
the Difcovery, afid Lieutenant Broughton, in the Chatham brig, ar¬ 
rived at Otaheite. The vefleh having been feparated on their pafiage, 
the Chatham firft reached that ifland, -which was appointed for their 
rendezvous. She anchored at Mattavac on the 27 th of December 
179 ], and the Difcovery joined her three days later. Fbmarre was 
then at Einico, but returned the following week with Motooaro, who 
\\ much reduced in health, and died a fortnight afterward. Another 
chief of the fame name, who was fovcrcign of Hualieine, but acknow¬ 
ledged the fuprcmacy of Otoo, was at Mattavac when the ihips ar- 
med, and remained there while they ftaid. Manncmannc, then 
named Moure, although he had foccecded Opoone in the fbvercignty 
of Ulictca and Otaha, refided chiefly at Otaheite. .The expedition 
which had been meditated againft Ticarrttboo had been carried into 
cffe<5l, and the younger brother of Otoo had been appointed chief of 
that pcninfula. Orapcia refided there as regent for his nephew, and 
Weidooa at Oparre. Pomarre had fixed his abode at Eimeo, and the 
inhabitants of that ifland became reconciled and attached to his go* 
vernment, as regent for the daughter of the dcceafed Motooaro. Po- 
tatto v .nained like wile in amity and fubjc&ion. Happae was iliil 
capable of activity, and was then treated with reverence by his three 
ions, who were alfo cordially attached to each other. They all be¬ 
haved with their ufual hofpitality toward the Englifh j but they could 
not difluade Pomarre from the moft immoderate ufe of fpirituous li¬ 
quors, till his fufferings convinced him of the neceffity of temperance. 
Some thefts, which were evidently encouraged by the chiefs, inter¬ 
rupted the friendihip that had prevailed ; and prevented the repetition 
of a difplay of fireworks, with which they had been greatly delighted. 
The vcflels failed on the 24th of January 1792 . 

Shortly afterward a private fhip, named the Matilda, Captain 
Wcatherhcad, touched at Otaheite for refreibments, having failed 

f 
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from PortJackfon upon the fouthern whale fifhery. After, a fort¬ 
night's ftaythey departed, and on the 25th of February, the fhip 
was wrecked upon an cxtenhve reef 'in 22 fbutli latitude, 138 | weft 
longitude. The captain and crew efcapcd in their boats to Otaheitc; 
but upon landing again, at that i%nd, the inhabitants plundered them 
of the articles they had faved from the wreck. This event became an 
occafipri df contention among the iflanders, and a part of the country 
was in coafequence laid wafte by Ppmarre. The Ihip’s company were, 
in. other refpe<fts, .well treated. A fmali yelTel called the Prince Wil¬ 
liam Henry; touching at Otahcite qn the 26 th of March, ftayed only 
three : days. , .Some of the Matilda’s people embarked in her, and pro¬ 
ceeded to the north-weft coaft of America. 

. j Captain Bligh having becn again fent out, to accomplifti the purpofes 
of his former voyage which had been fruftrated by the mutiny, ar¬ 
rived at Qtaheite qn the 7 th of April 1792 , in a Ihip named the Pro¬ 
vidence; attended by a>fmali veffcl called the Affiftance, commanded 
bjr Lieutenant Portlock. Pomarre refided at Oparre whilft the velfcls 
remained. Peace was reftored between the contending diftri&s by 
Captain BhghY interference, and human facrifices were offered on the 
occa£ofi’ A. fecond collection of bread-fruit plants, &c. was made, 
with which he failed, after a ftay of three months. Hetehete, and one 
of Pomarre s domeftics, accompanied him to the Weft-Indies, where 
the former remained to take.care of the plants; the other came to 
England; but; did not long furvivc his arrival. Several of the Matilda’s,, 
people .who chofe to continue upon the ifland, attached themfelvcs to 
different families, and lived in indolence and plenty. 

. . The Diedalus ftorcfhip, Captain New, had followed Captain 

Vancouver from England to Nootka Sound, and was difpatched from 
r. thence, with Lieutenant Hanfon on board, to Port Jackfon. In her 
. way-thither fhe {'topped a fortnight at Otaheite, in-February 1793 . 
The fhip’sr, company were treated with the utmoft friendfhip; and two 
of tire frew deferted, in order to fettle among the natives. One of 
thpm w:a$ .recovered by the contrivance of Orapeia, who advifed the 
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captain to detain him on board till the man fhould be Tent bade; and 
having a&ed his part fo well as r to accomplifh the purpofe, be then 
diverted himfelf at the expenfe of his friends. The other deferter, 
who was a Swede, was fufFered to remain at Otaheite, whcrehc.was 
found by Captain Wilfon. Only ope of the Matilda’s crew-Chofe to- 
depart with the Daedalus. v " 

No information refpeCting this ifland having tranfpired between 
the voyages of the Daedalus and the Duff, we refer to the narrative of 
the latter for the intervening occurrences. Two private {hips, named 
the Jenny and the Britannia, were at different periods at Otaheite, but 
neither the events nor the dates of their vifits are accurately known. 
It is reported that feveral of the Matilda s crew left the ifland in one of 
thefe vcffels; and that fome of them ventured acrofs the Pacific Ocean 
in tlicir boats, one of which is underftood to have reached Timor. .; o 
The numerous detached accounts, from which theprecedingnar- 
rative has been with difficulty* compiled, cannot but excite painful 
fenfations in a ferious mind. While, in fome refpedts, the prudence 
and humanity of our navigators are confpicuous, how much is it to 
be lamented, that, in various important views, they appear to have 
derived from the knowledge of chriftianity no advantage, over the 
heathen world! More damage than benefit certainly has refyltcd from 
their intercourfe. The manners of the natives had become more de¬ 
praved by means of the frequent vifits which occurred during^he firft 
ten years: and they had, in fbme degree, evidently ameliorated during 
an equal fpacc of time, in which the ifland was wholly deferted by 
Europeans. For ten years paft, nominal Chriftians have almoft con- 
ftantly refided there; and the refult appears from the Rate in which, 
the inhabitants were found by Captain Wilfon. It is confolatory to 
clofe this hiftorical view of Otaheitc with the arrival and lettlement of 
feveral real Chriftians in that ifland, who have devoted their lives %o 
the purpofes of inftrutling the natives by their do&rine and example in 
the purify of the gofpel; and of imparting to them the moft efifential 
benefits of civilization, without the vices too often attendant upon it, 
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* Iflanis cmniBii with Otaheite. 

K? V .. ;) > ■ ■ *••, t'.i - «s.' 

v ftiOST of the iflands which maintain .an intereourfc with Otaheite, 
have been heatedly mentidriecl in the preceding narrative. That 
which more immediately depends upon it, is 

'• T£thxt» 5A, confining of feveral fmall low iilets, enclofed in a reef 
about ten leagues in circuit; and fituatcd a little to the weffrvard of 
n^i^ frdm PcMt^ibuSj, at'^tie diftance of eight leagues. It is the 
piBpirtrty 'o? th(i ib\$reii|n of > <Staljei&!, vvho. allots no bread-fruit to 
be 1 planted upon thefc fpots; $hat the people who inhabit them, may 
be bbligdd to bring the fifh vrljuch abound there, to Oparre, to be ex* 
cKanged At bread-fmit. the' reef is inacceflible to large‘canoes, and 
Pbmarrfe has therefore zr^ade ufc of this place a$ a magazine lor his 
molt Viltiable articles of property, not beingexpofed to the depredations 
of a hoitile fleet. ‘The iflets alfo abound with cocoa-nuts, which 
flourish moll upon the 16 well places, 'they arc rdbrted to by the wan¬ 
dering fociety of the arreocs, efpccially the women, and by the effemi¬ 
nate dais, with the t purpose of increaiing the delicacy of their ap¬ 
pearance. The paflage W often difficult and dangerous. The Hated 
inhabitants have been reprefen ted as few; but the occafional concourle 
of people i$ fuch, that in the moft variable and tempeftuous fcafon of 
the year,' one hundred canoes have been ffeen together upon this fpot. 

The only illand, befide Tethuroa, that is in ablolutc fubjc&ion to 
Otaheite »s Mait£a, which belongs to the chief of Teiarraboo. It is 
fituftted to tWeaft of that peninfula, at the diftance of more than 
twenty leagues; and being, though fmall, very lofty, is always ob- 
ferred by perfons who approach Otaheite from the eaftward. It is 
not above three miles in circuit, and the north fide is too fteep for, 
habitations; but the louthern fide defeends more gradually, and has a 
border of low land next the lea. This little iiland is very populous*, 
but left civilized than Otaheite, from whence it is viiited by a large 
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tr*r canoe during the variable winds, and pearls tie procured in.*** 
change for the iron work that Can be fpared.' Toy the eaftward -it is 

^#Tt*ia'longitude 


enclofed by a coral 
1-48° 12'. It is the 

• * - >',v ■V'-'V 

Otaheite, and maintains 
toward the north-eaft 



■jo fin s -.»>c voh f batata snotti H>iriw 


The ifland neareft to Otaheite" is thatkcalled* bx.:Cantain,Cbekr 
EimEo, but more iail^y v jxuupe^ f |^f€a by me difapaCfe 

from the weftem coaft oi^ Otahcite isabc^tfour leagues.'; jrottfltendL 
has been varioufly topreaftntetj,. but . is r prdfeahjy a^Qut tjjgjf fpil^irpto^ 
north to feuth, and half as much in breadth, , Jt di&i» fromi 

. . . t . ■ ■ . V'? ■'.i'ti'i'i , ■/'■., : ’S'.Uii. ; ... . >j -.** • 

Otaheite imhaving land-locked harbours in fevers! parts of its coaft** 
and in being, interfered by ljmciouis vaB^s. Jpt h«a n v , yopp: nanpon 


gradually, and the lower fails appecu: to» fibril* pasts* Its*, 

hiftory has been interwoven with > that ofOtaheite, with which- it, 
appears to be at prefect amicably apd firmly connected- The najives^ 
arc ftrongly addicted to theft; and the fbmales havc in?* 

fcrior in beauty to thofe of any neighbouring ifland, „ The,harbour ofT 
Taloo, on the north coaft, which is thought mpft eligible -fpr vdfels,. 
is lituated in 1 7° 3o' latitude, in 15 weft, longitude., j$ixpea„ was. 
unavoidably fecn by every navigator who has viiited Otaheite. Captain; 
Wallis named it the Duke of York’s-ifland.^ ", ; 


The ifland neareft tothfc weft ward from JE^meo is Ta*qo am ANa°*» 
which was difeovered on the 28th of July 1,767 by Captain Wallin, 
and called by him Sir Charles Saunders’s iflariji. , It is Situated m kti^ 
feude 17 0 28', weft* longitude 150° 40 ■. Its gtcateft extent is.from* 
eaft to weft, about fix miles. Its centre rifes in a mountain, with* it 
double peak.; but the greater part had a fertile appearance, and. the ; 
lower grounds abounded with cocoa-nut trees. The habitations feemedi 
to be ftnall, and not very numerous. Its goycmment has u^ially d^ 1 
pended upon that of.Huaheine, from whence it is diftaht about £ouap*~ 
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fohth by Caft/ It is nbtftndwn that Europeans ever landed 

‘dj^oii it* — * t ’ < ‘ ' * 

V Hi/XMEiNfi (or Ah&mfc, which fignifics * woman') is the eaftern- 
thoft ifland of the group galled the'Society, Ifiands by Captain Cook* 
who difeoveredthem in July 1*760 »• and it is twenty-eight leagues to 
the north-weft of Otahcitc, being (ituated in latitude 16 ° 48', 150 U f 
weft longitude. It has about feven leagues of circuit, and is divided 
into two .penlnfutas by an ifthmus overflowed at high water: in other 
pdrts of the ifland there are alfo fait lakes near the fea. It has a very 
natibw ftripe of fertile low land next the fhore ; arid the hills, which 
are hot' nearly fo high as thofc of Otahcite, but more ftrongly marked 
ibiy volcanic fire, are in fbinc parts entirely Cultivated* The pi educ¬ 
tions are frmilar to thofc -of Otahcite, but earlier in their icafon. The 
then are generally larger and more robuft: both fexes are left timid 
and left curious. They Were more daring in their thefts- from the 
'Jihglifh/having never felt the force of their weapons of deftrudion in 
the mariner that the Otaheiteans had done. 

* Huaheine'was always viftted by Captain Cook on departing from 
Otaheitc. e During his firft two voyages, tlje fovereign power over 
Huaheine was vefted in a friendly old man named Ore, w ho aCted as 
regent for a boy named Tairetarea, He was not more than ten ) cars 
old m 1777 , hut Ore had then been obliged to relign the go\ernm.nt, 
and no One feeming to fucceed him as regent-, there was conlcqucntly 
very little authority maintained. It has fmcc that time been viiited 
by Lieutenant Watts, Captain Bligh, and Captain Edwards: but no 
farther information is afforded by their voyages relpeding the govern- 
^merit of the country. In the clofe of 1 70 1, it appears that the chiefs 
of Huaheine, and of Tapooamanoo, acknowledged the fuprcmacy of 
Otoo. The wars of Huaheine have always had a relation to the ifland 
next to be mentioned. 

UlietEa, or, more properly, Reiadea, is fltuated feven leagues 
W. S. W. from Huaheine. It is wholly furrounded by reefs, inter- 
fperfed with fmall iflands, and forming feveral harbours. One of 
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upon the noftBi-weftetti ’«£&'• SISufe 
longftiide i«f J 4 ' {,. 

although above twice its extent, ahd more «clei?tibUng Otihqte i?. ite 
appearance i but, like-, thcjhrgftr* K’W,/cyeral. riit, m^rfhqs. or * 
lagoons., The inhabits are is>,general iknal?cr arnd. .dai-k^'.lii^ri ||xofe, 
of tke preceding iflaads. It^ innportan^e ii^; tjie, Rafter,/tQ^phJit 
belongs, is not now proportionate to its relative magnitudc. •$> few 
years before Captain Wallis’s vifit to Qtahcite, it 
nent of the group, and in ftri& alliance with the adjaeept 
Otaha, as well as with Huaheine. , Its decline appears to Have prj|i- 

nated in the.feceffion,<of..Qtab^,£m^. thfe league, .The ; flcpt$ t ,.pf 

1 1 ■ * * 1 •' “■»^ 

Huaheine and Ulietea, were attacked by .the ftbgjle force pf Bplabpku 
The combat was likely to ifTue ip favour of the pnited fleets, when 
that of Otaha came up to aflift Ifcadabolfc.and.^f^&e ;vi^|)r Jy: » 
great (laughter of their, opponents, who wc^ .^eady exhapftei, '£h<$ 
purfued their advantage: with fuch ftUprit^r.tKaixthj?^. 
quered Huaheine, in an attack upon that Utynd,two,.days aftertbeir 
former engagement,; Many inhabitants of bpth the fubjugated iflands 
took refuge at, Otaheite; and having obtained (ropi tbepce a rein¬ 
forcement of ten war canoes, they landed at Huaheipe; in the night, 
and furprifed their conquerors; whom, tlfcy, partly deftr^yed ?;? and 
completely drove from that ifland. . They could nQt, howeyer^ mg£un 
the groqnd .that had been loft at Ulietea. Its former fovcreign/Obtefoi 
was permitted to return to his hereditary ifiibi(Sl fcl QopQa» atAefopth- 
caftern point of the ifland; but Toopaea and Omae,, yyith many, .others, 
were deprived of their pofleflions, and compelled to feek fupport in 
other illands, their property being fazed by the vicarious chiefs. The 
latter foon (quarrelled among themfelves, The people of Otaha claiming 
an equal (hare of the fpoil, were, attacked, , and fubdued, by their for¬ 
midable allies of Bolabola; and a chief iroin tbatilland, named Oreo, 

, ’ • - ' ■ * • *■' ' f ' . •• t 

was appointed governor of Ulietea by the new fovereign, Oppose. 
Both theft perfons were at Ulietea when Captain Cook viftt^i the 
ifland in 1 7&Q; and Oreo kept the fame power. during, hia, letter 
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^-Wthe' death ofOpoone his dorpimous were divided, and both 
"tflietea and Gfcaha fell to the poSfeflion of a brother of Iddca, now 
Ignown at Otaheite by the name of M&nnemanne, who defigned that 
at his owndeceafe the Sovereignty of thefc islands Should revert to hi* 
nephew Otoo. His authority docs not, however, app r to have been 
fufRcicnt to Secure the reverlion, nor even the polTcflion of this dig¬ 
nity ; of which lie has Since been deprived; either by his temporary 
fobje&s, or by their neighbours of Bolabola. 

The people of Ulietea behaved very fubmiffively to Cook upon his 
£rft vifit, apparently in the hope excited by Toopaca, that he would 
refeue them from the yoke of .uolabola. He was alSo treated with 
much friendship by Oreo; but the thefts which arc cuStom aiy at thefc 
islands could not be prevented by the authority of the latter. The 
mythology adopted by thefc poor heathens feems to be better under¬ 
stood here than in the other islands, and even to be regularly taught 
in its Several diftrids. Both Toopaea and Mannemanne, alter being 
expelled from Ulietea, a (fled as chief prieits at Otaheite. 

Ota ha is not more than two miles distant trom the northernmost 


point of the preceding ifland; and no paifage Sbr Shipping has been 
found through the reef which conne&s them. ’ It is about half the 
Size of Ulietea, which it; refembles in its afped, but is Still lefs fertile 
or populous. Captain Cook vifited it in 17^9 with his boat j, in com¬ 
pany with Opoone, who then principally rcSided here. In 1773 , 
Lieutenant PickerSgill went likcwifc in a boat entirely round the ifland 
to procure provisions; but he was obliged to make reprifals, in order 
to recover his Stock in trade which had been Stolen. The English 
were treated here with the Same tokens of refpc<5t that the natives 
Shew to their own principal chiefs, in conlequcnce of the account 
which the latter had received from Toopaca. The clofc vicinity of 
Ulietea has rendered it unneceSTary for any Ship to andior at Otaha. 
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©aptaiii Edwards cxdminca Doth’ tbefe iflartas ou the loth of May 
in fi&Vcardi after Letcher Cbriftian and lii$ companion 

Bolajiola (more ufually pronounced Borabora) is ft tun ted four 
leagues N. W'. of Oaha, to which it is inferior in extent; but the 
reef with which it is fiinounded is nearly full of iflets, much larger 
than thofe which are fcattcred among the rocks that enclofc Qtaha 
and Ulietea. It differ. 5, from thofe ifiands, ami from Huahcine, in 
having but oik harbour on its cenfl; whereas the lhores of the others 
bring firongly indented, firm like the coafls of Eimeo, numerous 
pi ices of fhclr* i for Chipping. It is alto diflinguifhcd by a very 
lufty double-peaked mountain in it centre, and is more rude and 
craag\ than the rctl of the* Society ides. Its (.iftcrn tide has a barren 
appearance; the weftern is D)o r " ft tile: a low bolder which fur- 
round,-, the whole, together with the ifiands on the reef, are produCf 
live and populous. Its earliefl inhabitants are fa id to have been ma^ 
hfari )!-• bunifh'.d from the neighbouring ifiands. Their number^ 
t ij idly inote.ifing, and their military prow els rifing to great <*rcdit, 
t’u'v ettaMiPml their authority in both the if lands laft mentioned, 
a we 1 ! as in the two which are next to be delcribed. Their eontjuefts 
attuned them fi) much refpedh that the fuppofed tutelary divinity of 
f’.o'abola, named Ooi.l, or Orlia, had been adopted by the people ot 
i . , u aboo, in pieierincc to two imaginary deities, whom they for- 
.**•• Iy \v( rfhtpped. The Lolabol.ui wax tiers are punctured in a diffe- 
i< r** -m n’-'r from thole of the more cailcrn ifiands. 

Cg.m C:"'i did not 1 a*d at Bol dx la .upon his CIrft or fccond 
vtv.' ie. In 17/7 he wa> prevented by contrary winds from anchoring 
in the harbour, wlooh i* \cv fpacious ; and hr landed in his hi at, 
to purch.de an aftchot * 1 h a ) ad been loll by M. dc Bougainville at 
Iledta, an ! bad been ton incd from thence to Bolabtda foi the rrati* 

* t _*• 

ftcation ot Opoone. Tl,«t chief, although then very old and feeble- 
was fi 11 unitcitally cfiuried and feared. The rain which the Spa* 
niatds had left at Owi apeba, had alto beer. fi*nt to tins chllant 
place: Captain Cook thcr’kic patented Opbouc with an ewe to 
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accompany it. That chief having died, probably during the lortg 
interval which elapfod between the'voyages of Cook and thofc of luter 
navigators, was fucceeded in his government of this and the following 
iflands by his daughter. She was about twelve years old in 1 774, and 
had then been betrothed to a chief named Boba, who governed Otaha, 
under Opoone, and was defigned to fucceed him in the fovercignty. 
In 1791, when Captain Edwards vifited Bolabola to inquire after the 
mutineers, a man, laid to be named Tatahoo, had the chief autho¬ 
rity. The identity of this perfon with Boba is not rendered unlikely 
by the difference of names, one title being feldom borne fo long a 
time by the fame perfon. Thefe four iflands were named by Captain 
Cook the Society Iflands, on account of the fhort difiances by 
which they are feparated from each other. The licentious fociety 
called. Arrede, extends both to this group and to Otaheite. The mem¬ 
bers of it wander perpetually in great numbers from one ifland to an¬ 
other, performing dances and plays, and indulging in every kind of 
profligacy. 

: The fmall ifland of Maurooa lies about four leagues weft of the 
northern part^of Bolabola, to which it is iubjcCt. It is wholly fur- 
rounded by a reef, and its centre rifts in a high round hill. Its pro¬ 
ductions arid inhabitants are fimilar to thoft of the neighbouring 
countries ; but it has not any harbour for fhipping. It is faid that 
pearls are procured from this ifland by the people of Otaheite, 

Toobae, confifting of fomc very fmall low iflets, connected by a 
reef, lies four or five leagues north of Bolabola; to which it is fubftr- 
vient, in a fimilar manner as Tethuroa, which it reftmbles, is to Ota¬ 
heite. The ftated inhabitants arc only a few families; but as the 
coaft abounds with turtle, it is much reforted to, not only by the So¬ 
ciety iflanders, but by the natives of a low ifland to the eaftward, called 
Papaa , which has not yet been ften by Europeans. It is aflerted that 
theit language is unintelligible to the natives of the Society ifles; 
which leads to the fuppofttion that fomc colony has been formed there 
of a different race from all the neighbouring iflanders. Two other 
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fitnilar affcmblagcs of iflets and reefs, which lie from thirty to forty 
leagues more weftward, are known to the Society iflanders by the 
names Mope ha and Whemma-oom. They were difeovered by Captain 
Wallis in 1/0 7, who called them Lord Howe’s and, Scilly iflands. 
The latter arc inhabited, the former are only occafionally frequented. 
Both of them abound with cocoa-nut trees, turtle, the pearl-oyfter, 
and all kinds of filh common to the climate. 

To the eaftward of Otaheitc are Icattered numerous other iflands, 
chiefly of the dclcription of thofe laft mentioned, and commonly full 
of people. Many of them were difeovered-by Quiros, Scliouten and 
Le Mairc, Roggewein, Byron, Wallis, Carteret, Bougainville, ,Cook> 
Edwards, Bligh, Vancouver and Broughton: and fome arc now 
added by Captain Wiifbn. The intricacy and difficulty of the navi¬ 
gation has procured them the titles of the Labyrinth, and the Dan¬ 
gerous Archipelago. They have been found difperfed from 14° to 27 ° 
of latitude, and as lar as 25° eaftward from Otaheite. All the inha¬ 
bitants appear to be of the fame race with the Society iflanders, but 
arc fome what darker in their complexions, and more ferocious in their 
manners. Many other iflands, befidc thofe difeovered by Europeans, 
have been deferibed by the natives of the Society iflcs, as lying to the 
caftward, fouthward, and weftward of their group; and feveral of 
them are reprefehted as lofty, fertile, and extenfive. An ifland, called 
Oheicroa , fituated in latitude 22° 27 ', 150° 4 f weft longitude, was 
difeovered by Captain Cook 13th Auguft 1700, and recognifcd by 
Toopaca, who was then on board the Endeavour. The fame perfon 
laid down the pofitions of feventy-feven iflands, which were known 
to him either by obfervation or report. Not far from Oheteroa is 
Toobonai, already mentioned as the ifland where Fletcher Cliriftian 
attempted to form a fettlemcnt. It lies in latitude 23° 25Vand HQ? 
23' weft longitude. Both thefc iflands. are populous, although neither 
of them is twenty miles in circuit. The former differs from die . So¬ 
ciety Iflands only in having no furrounding reef of coral. The latter 
entirely refemblcs them in appearance; but the natives are more fedate 
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and left-, hospitable. ■ It was firft inhabited within a few pall genera¬ 
tions;* by, fume people who had attempted to go with a canoe ltom an 
inland far to the weft ward, toward; another with which they had cufto- 
raary intercourft, but were driven by tempeftubuf weather upon Too- 
Ibouai. Another canoe, in which was a chief of Ulietca, an anceftor 
pf Iddea, palling fro in thence to Otaheite was likewife driven upon 
this iftand fome year."' later. He was admitted by thofe who had pre¬ 
ceded him, to the chief authority at Toobouai ; and he divided the 
country into three diftri&s, wliich retain the names of Reiadea, Wa- 
heine, and Taha, three of the ..Society ifles. A tlrird canoe alio drifted 
hither, with the fkeleton of a man in it, which was recognifed by one 
of the Otaheitca.iyi.whp accompanied the mutineers of the Bounty to 
Toobouai. He had killed this man in one of the fea-fights between 
Pomarre and Maheiae, and was afterward obliged toefcape by fwim- 
ming, leaving his canoe, with the corple in it, to the direction of the 
winjjs and waves. Accidents fimilar to thefe arc known to have oc¬ 
curred in fevcral other parts of this ocean. An inftance is given by 
Captain Cook, of a canoe which, likewife in attempting the paifage 
between Otaheite and Ulietca, was driven to an ifland called Watcoo. 
two hundred leagues dillant. Of twenty perfons, only four furvived 
the famine and fatigue which they endured before they reached that 
place, where they were kindly received. Three of them were found 
there, and recognifed by Omac, in 1777 , when Captain Cook difco- 
vered the ifland, at lead: twelve years after their arrival. It is fituated 
in latitude 20° T, 158° 15 / weft longitude. It is lmall, high, and po¬ 
pulous. There arc fevcral iflands in its neighbourhood, fome of wliich 
arc fubjett to Watcoo.. AH the inhabitants are of the fame race and 
language with thofe already deferibed. . 

We may hope that the gofpel will be fpread from Otaheite, by 
means of-its ufual intercourft with other iflands, to 'thofe of Maitca, 
Tethuroa, and Eimeo, the four Society ifles, and the fmaller iflands 
dependent upon them. All theft have fometimes been called the 
Society ifles; but the reafon for which fome of them were fo named 
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by Cook does not apply to the, rcll. There is at the fame tinse l 
ftipng a common refemblance, and fo intimate a' connexion among 
the whole of this group, that it requires to be diftinguilhcd by fome 
collcdive title. The name of hisajrrefent Majefly was given to Ota- 
heite by Captain Wallis; but it has been fuperfeded, as all foreign 
denominations fhould be, by that which the natives thcmfelves give, 
to their country. They are not however known to give coltefiive* 
titles to the groups of iflands inhabited by them. ■ All thofe. which 
have been deferibed were brought to notice, reviiited, .enriched with. 
European articles of food and commerce, and at length Imc received, 
inftruction in chriilianity, during the reign of his prefent. Majefly: 
whom may God preferve! Other afljbmblages of iflands in the Pacific. 
Ocean, have, for much lefs important caufes, been named after Spanilh. 
monarchs; as the Philippine and Caroline, iflands. We /hall, there¬ 
fore, uic the liberty, when /peaking of the whole group, to denominate, 
them the Georgian iflands. The dire&ion wherein they, lie renders 
the paffitge to windward difficult and precarious; and the diftind 
governments by which they are mutually divided and oppofed, muft 
be expected, to retard, in fome meafurc the progreis of the gofpcl 
through this dullerbut wc truft, through the di\ine bleffing, that, 
tlieie obftacles will be lurmounted by the peculiar advantages attending, 
our numerous million at the principal ifland, the influence of which , 
over the others has been already greatly increafed by its frequent in— 
tercourfe with the Englilh. 


Geographical and hiftorical Account of Tongataboo, and tile IJlandt 
which arc connected with It. 

TONGATABOO prefents an afpeffc very, different from that of 
Otaheite; to the wcltward of which it is fituated, at a dillance of four- 
hundred and eighty leagues, and of more than three hundred leagues*, 
from Wateoo, the wcftcmmoll of the iflands. before mentioned. It is 
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about twenty leagues iii circuit; and dearly triangular in its form/ Its 
northern fide is indented by'a bay/‘Which communicates with an 
extenfive lagoon within the ifland. The weftern point of this inlet 
was afeertained by Captain Cook^to be in latitude 21° 8' 19*, and 
1 75° A' 42 " weft longitude. On this fide alfo an extenfive harbour is 
formed by reefs and iflands Which Cover its whole leugth. The fliore 
is in this part low and fandy; but afeends on the other fides of the 
if land, in a perpendicular coral rock, from feven to ten feet above the 
foa at flood-tide, which rifcs from three feet and a half to four feet 
and three quarters. A reef that lies two miles N. W. by W. from 
the ; northernmoft point of the ifland forms a road for fhipping; but it 
is far from being ftcure, the coral bank, which is the only anchoring- 
ground, being very fteep, and extending only three cables* length from 
the fhorc. The greater part of the coaft round the ifland is guarded 
by flat rocks about two hundred yards wide, and of greater extent to¬ 
ward the fouth-eaftem point, near which is the moft elevated part of 
the ifland; about one hundred feet high above the fea. The interior 
is divedified by many gentle riling grounds. The foil is loofe and 
black to a confidcrable depth, but intermixed with ftrata of reddifh 
<’lay: it is chiefly very fertile, and in many parts highly cultivated; 
the plantations, in the midft of which the principal houfts arc placed, 
being alfo Very neatly enclofod; The vegetable productions are moftly 
fimilar to thofc of the pkces already ddcribed, the cocoa-hut being 
in greater perfection, the bread-fruit in left, than they are at the more 
lofty iflands. There are ftvcral plants at Tongataboo that were not 
known at Otaheitc; efpecially lhaddocks, and a new fpecics of the 
Jefuits’ bark, likely to equal that of Peru in medicinal virtue. It is 
well.furniihed with trees, which grow very luxuriantly. Water is 
fomewhat fcarce, and moftly'brackifh. There w ere no dogs before 
they were fupplied by Europeans. Of other animals there are the 
fame kinds as at Otaheitc, and feveral fpecies of birds not common 
to that ifland, particularly green parroquets with red feathers on their 
heads. Some kinds of birds arc ufiially tamed and fed by the inhabi- 
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tants. There are alfo bats in great numbers, and ibme of fuch mag¬ 
nitude, that, the tips of their wings, when extended, are from three to 
four feet apart- 

This iiland was difeovered 27th January 1643 , by Abel Janfan 
Tafman, a Dutch navigator. The inhabitants came unarmed on 
board his (hips, without the leaft apparent defign ox apprehenfion of 
mifehief. They exchanged hogs, fowls, and fruits, for European 
articles, which they alfo pilfered as they found opportunity; but in 
other relpc&s they behaved, in the moft courteous and friendly manner. 
Tafman anchored in the roadftead; and fent his boats, to fearch for 
frefh water, into the bay already deferibed. To the former he gave 
the ngme of Van Diemen, and to the latter that of Maria, in honour 
of the perfon then governor of the Dutch Eaft Indies and his lady. 
And elderly chief, who foems at that time to have had the ibvereign 
authority, came repeatedly on board, lhewed the moft profound refpe<ft 
to bis vifitors, and was highly gratified by the prefents which they 
made to him. Among thefe was a wooden bowl, probably the fame 
that long afterwards was ufed by the fovereigns of Tongataboo as a 
divining- cup, to convict perfons acculed of crimes; and the' fume 
homage which is rendered to the fovereign when prefent, was paid 
during his abfence to the bowl, as his reprefentativc. 

No weapons were feen by Tafman at Tongataboo; which circum- 
ftance, as well as their unfufpicious conduct toward ftrangers fo for¬ 
midably equipped, indicates that they had been accuftomed to a ftate 
of general peace and fecurity. No quarrel occurred during this inter¬ 
view ; and the Dutch, after having obtained abundance of provifions-, 
but very little water, proceeded to the adjacent iflands to the north¬ 
ward. 

Captain Cook, accompanied by Captain Furneaux, vifited this 
place in 1 / 73 , having previously fpent fome days at the neighbouring 
ifland of hooa. They anchored in Van Diemen road, October 3 d; 
and the inhabitants, who had met them half way between the iflands,. 
behaved with the lame confidence and kindnefs, that they had fiicwn, '* 
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yws before, toTaiman. TIhcy fell 4ft , to the 
fiices of. pilfering; for which fome of them Who were pecu- 
daring were punlfhed* without hetraying appearances of rcferit- 


ment. Hete-hete and Omae, who were on board the Ihips, were at 
.firft perplexed by a difference of dialed ; as thefe iflanders made ufe of 
the confouants f, k, and hard g, which are unknown at the Georgian 
iflands; but they foon perceived the identity of the radical language, 
.and became able to convcrfe fluently with the natives. 

A man, named Attago, who had fome authority among his coun¬ 
trymen, attached himfelf to Captain Cook, and rendered him effential 
lerviccs. He introduced the Englifh tp an elderly chief of fuperior 
rank* named Toobou, who likewife aded in a friendly manner, al¬ 
though with a degree of referve. A perfon of much higher dignity 
•was alio met with, named Latoo Libooloo, to whom homage was 
paid by all ranks, although he appeared very defedive of intellcd. 
lie bore the title of Areekee, which was applied to no other perfon 
except Poulaho, then the fovereign chief, and fifth in defeent from 
the perfon who reigned at the period of Tafman’s vifit. The mother 
of Libooloo, who- lived at a diffant ifland of the fiimc group, was 
cider lifter of Poulaho’s father; and had this Ion, and two daughters, 
by a man who came from the cxtcnftvc neighbouring iflands named 
IVje. The members of this family-were called Tammaha, and ranked 
above Poulaho himfelf, notvvithftanding his poffeilion of the fupreme 
power, either on account of their mother’s feniority, or of fome pre¬ 
eminent dignity of their foreign parent. One of the daughters refided 
with their mother, the other at Tongataboo. Libooloo had alfo an 
iniant fun at Eooa, to whom extreme attention was paid. Poulaho 
was then abfent from Tongataboo. 

It became needfary to prohibit the purchafc of curiofitics from the 
iflanders. In order to obtain adequate lupplics of food: thefe were 
afterwards abundantly turn if bed. Weapons, of a \cry formidable na¬ 
ture were then found among them, although they ufually went un¬ 
armed. Their fpeurs were barbed in a very dangerous manner, and 



rif&fcjelr ca**oe9 were executed 
'^0f3ie^:s^k ‘V'plai^s-'-'beiug • feather- 
edg^l, ''a^4j#|^l;..;.^cr>., which : preveated s'the v-water' entering, as 
it continually 4oessif$b the others. They had lefs doth> biit more 
matting than the. Gccfgian inlanders: it was more neatly and beauti¬ 
fully made, and was ufed to cover , their floors, as well as for drels. 


Their bafket-Work alfo difoovered much ingenuity, and their doth was 
glazed fo as to refill: wet. The Women were far Ids immodeft; but 
the men were more generally add idled to the pepper-root draught, 
here called kava. The fubmiffion paid to the chiefs, and the diftinc- 
tion of private property were much greater here than atOtahcite. An 
old drunken man, then thought to be a prieft, was rcfpe&ed as a perfon 
of rank; but fome images, found in the houfe where the dead were 
interred, were evidently objects of contempt rather than of vvorfhip ; 
and no article of food was depofited in thofe places. Many of the 
people were obferved to have loft their little fingers.. Their mode of 
falutation is by touching their nofes together; and, unlike the Ota- 
heiteans, they ufe an. expreffion of thankfulnefs for whatever they 
receive, always lifting it over their heads. They were then little ac¬ 
quainted with the value of iron, of which the only article found among 
them was an awl, made from a nail. This had been brought from a 
diftant ifiand, where Captain Wallis had left itthe articles which 
Tafman gave them having been expended, and forgotten fince his 
•voyage: the tradition of his vifit had neverthelefs been preferved, and 
even its period was aicertained by them. 

Captain Cook revifited Tongataboo in company with Captain Clerkc 
in 1777 ; and anchored on the 30th of June in Maria bay, the acce/s 
to which through the reef was found difficult. They had fpent a 
• confiderable time among the more northern iHands that are fubjcct to 
Tongataboo; and were accompanied from thence by Poulaho, whofe- 
family name was found to be Futtafaihe, by which title his brother, 
arid his fori then under twelve years old, were ufually called. Poulalib 
was Ihort, and extremely corpulent, about forty years old, and in his 
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fedate, Hisconfort w*s elderly 

.dhfef 'mm cd Marewage. Her broker 

years,of age, filled the office, of commander ]a chief}', tbo<*gfol| fire* 
quent duties of which appeared to confiii in the puni&mertt of cri¬ 
minals. His authority, it was laid, extended to theconduft of the 
fovereign himfelf. Both the lather and fora were thin and fail. Mare-' 
wage had alio another Ion, named Tooboueitua; and a,brother named 
Toobou, much older than the chief of that, name before mentioned. 
All thefo perfons were highly reverenced by their countrymen; and 
they vied with each other in the profufion of entertainments which 
they provided for their Englilh guelts, to whom a houfe was afligned 
at tfie wefoern point of the creek leading into the lagoon. In the 
neighbourhood was obferved a curious caufeway, built of coral Hone 
acrofs a morals, with a kind of circus in its, centre, apparently of very 
ancient conftruftian. The country immediately around was unculti¬ 
vated ; and the vail concourfe of people who, came either t© perform 
in the entertainments exhibited to the Englilh, or to be fpc&ators of 
them, was productive of various inconveniences. Scleral , thefts were 
committed; but no aft of violence, except on a, goat that Captain 
Cook had intended to leave there. He presented a bull and cow, a 
horfe and mare, a mm and two ewes, withibme goats, to Poulaho 
and Fenou, who were the perfons molt likelyto take care of them. 
A couple of rabbits, which had been given, tp the latter, had already 
bred; and fome Otaheitean dogs, which had been left in 1/73 with 
Attago, had multiplied. Some of the animals, having previoully been 
ilolen from Captain Cook, he had ventured, to put the king and le- 
veral chiefs into confinement, till reftitution was made. The natives 
aflcmbled in arms to relealc them, but by, Poulaho’s order they de¬ 
fined; and the animals being brought back, he and his nobles were 
fet at liberty, without any diminution of then friendship, or even in¬ 
terruption of their entertainments. At tfie clofe of thefe, fomc offi¬ 
cers, wandering over the iiland, were plundered both of, the articles 
they had taken for trade, and of their, arms. On receiving this Intel- 
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other chiefs pradenriyremovcdfrom the 
CbiaVokJ fr fecoitd captivity; buttheyretimicd upon 
k violence would be tifed, arid tbeyc&ufed the 


things which h&dbeeiri ftdlen tobe reftored. Captain Cook then vi- 
fited Modi, avitl&ge fifcUated a league fifom the bay, upon the banks 
of the inlet/where the chiefs have places of abode and elegantplanta- 
tions. The beat and its ‘ contents were left unguarded on the batik, 
by the 'direction of Poulaho, who engaged that nothing would be 
ftolen. The ffiips were found, upon their return, to have been like- 
wife exempt from depredation, through the vigilance and authority of 
Fenou: but a quarreltook place the following day between a working 
party and fome of the natives, three of whom were confined and flog¬ 
ged, and a fourth Ihot through the neck with a ball by the centry. 
The poor man narrowly cfcaped death, and no measures were taken 
for revenge, either by the chiefs or the common people. The king 
dining on board teemed highly pleafed with the pewter plates; and 
being prefented with one, faid that he would fubftitute it for the 
bowl which had before fuftained the offices of chief juftice and vice¬ 
roy. At another dinner, which was given on fliore by Captain Cook, 
he invited, at Poulaho’s defire, Mongoula Kaipa, the filter of Latod 
Libooloo. The king had been accuftomed to abftain from eating in 
her brother’s prefence, without Ihewing him any other mark of reve¬ 
rence: but to her he paid the fame homage that he received from his 
own fubje<5ls, embracing Iter feet with his hands. 

Captain Cook prolonged his ftay till July 5, to obferve an cclipfe of 
tbe fun ; and he was delayed feveral days later for want of a favour¬ 
able wind to cany the fhips out of the harbouT by a channel that he 
had difeovered to the ealtward, which was fafer than the northern 
paflage whereby they had entered the bay. During this time he re- 
vifited Mooa, and was pfefent at a curious ceremony called the natvhe. 
On the ! 1th of July they, with feme difficulty, cleared the reefs by 
which the harbour is formed^ and proceeded to Eooa. 

It is not known that any either navigator vifited Tongataboo before 


h 2 



Ki PRELIMINARY DTS€0tm9& 

the laft day of 1787 , when M. de la Perouife v'fbf&A 1 t^elwd^ardF 
without anchoring. He laki, to, off the fbuthera fifoore; viand ferett 
or. eight canoes having approached withmtf&rentyyarrbbftheFrendi 
flaips, the natives leaped out of them, and fwamalohjg^e with cocoa- 
nuts in each hand, which they exchanged vferjr hoheftfy hp bits of 
iron, nails, and final 1 hatchets. They foortafterwent on board with 
confidence and cheerfulncfs; and a young'man, who aflerted that he 
was the fon of Fenou, received feveral prefentswith cries of joy. He 
preffed them to land, and ptomifed abundance of proyifions., which 
their canoes were not capable of Winging off. The inlanders were 
noiiy, but had no appearance of ferocity, although they brought fome 
clubs in their boats. They had all loft two joints of their little fingers; 
La Peroufe bore away, the evening of the Allowing day, feeing no 
profpcA of obtaining provifions without coming to an anchor; - 

Captain Edwards, in the Pandora, paid h vifit almoft equally tran- 
fient to this ifland in the latter end of July 17 $ 1, in fearch after the 
mutineers of the Bounty. He obtained provifions, but could' get no 
water that was not brackifh. It .was nnderftood that Fenouhad then 
lately died. ' ; 

McfTrs. D’Entrecaftcaux and Huon, in die French floops La Re¬ 
cherche and L’Efperance, anchored at Tohgataboo on the 3d of March 
1703, and were very hofpitably entertained; They ftaid a week, but 
the detail of their vifit has not tranfpiccd. 

No other European veffcl is known to have touched at this ifland ; 
for the account given by the Europeans , who were found here by the 
Duff, cannot be depended upon. It is not improbable that Tonga- 
taboo might be vifited by the Spanilh navigators Malcfpini and 
Baftemcnte, who are laid to have difeovered in this neighbourhood a 
group of iflands, called the Babacos* about thc facie time that the 
French floops paffed by. . vri-vrt* * 0 / •••'• 

The mtercourfe of Europe ans at Tongataboo having been fo much 
kfs frequent than at Otaheite, it Was. withfomewhat lefs confidence 
that a miffion was attempted at the former than at -the latter; place- 
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The relultwill rappeari fmm-ffi# relation/^bfthe voyage; which allb 
throws light upon feveral drOTmfltanecs/^r whichpreceding naviga¬ 
tors could not account; The ftitaM&cif the:government of this inland 
is not yet wholly developed. Captain Cook was much at a lofs 
refpedling it, and had fuppofed Fenoa to he the fovereign, till he 
became acquainted withPoulaho. When thefe two perfonages met; 
the miftake was immediately corre&ed: butthc^ dignity and powerof 
the commander in chief, which feem; like the favereignty, to be; here¬ 
ditary, arc lb great, that the apparent fuperiori-ty ot' one above<the 
other mull depend in a confrderable degree Mpon- the pcrfonal.qualities 
of thofe who dll thefe ftations. Poulaho be|tigdead, his fon Futtafaihe 
fucceeded him'in the Ibvereignty; ! but he being a voluptuous mans 
the government is. chiefly conducted by Penou Toogahoxie; the prdent 
commander in chief,, who is faid to be a nephew of the former. : His 
luperiority as a warrior and as a man of buiinds, gives a preponderance 
to his authority. The influence of the royal family feems alio tb 
have been diminilhed by a civil war, which Toogahotte had waged 
with luccels. The government here, as at Otaheite, is evidently in a 
great mcaliirc arillocratical; but the power of the chiefs is more de- 
fpotic at Tongataboo, although exerciled with Ids outrage to private 
property. The officers of Hate here likewife maintain a kind of ge-v 
neral jurifdi&ion : while at Qtaheite every thing feems to be decided 
either by fuperior force, or by arbitration in the feparate diilri&s; and 
criminal punilhmenfc is there unknown, except in the lele&ion of ob¬ 
noxious charadcrs for occalional lacrifices. Tlie latter Teem to be of¬ 
fered at Tongataboo much lefs frequently;, and orily upon funereal bc- 
eafions. Infant murders are here unknown; 'as well as infant iucccf- 
fion, and the fociety of arreoes, which appear to be principal caufcs of 
that horrid cuftom in the Georgian illaiids. The iafcivious practices 
which are almoft univerfal fhcre, feem to be ufuaily reftrided here to 
common proftitutea of the loweft dais. Polygamy is eftablifhed,* but 
adultery is punilhed with death. The neccflity of cultivation, and the 
regard paid to private property, have rendered the people of Tongataboo 
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tbtWmumrkably ftetl in .fisiife habitsof ftfipitLoh or revenge. 

Their mufcular ^ftrenigtli **md Hfte great; aitliou^i iti 'fifcfe they 

are muehexccededby the chie& ; of Otaheite, and of fbrne other 


iflands. Intrepidity add dexterity are ftriking features of their general 
character; and theft Qualities naturally render thofc individuals who 
arctbcm6ftdepravedy 'pccatiliar! y m tfehievous. w 


Torrgataboo, confideredin itfelf, is evidently dcfirable as the feat of 
a million 5 but its principal importance arifes from the extenfive and 
intimate connexion that it has with other iflands. While moft of 


thoft which are* dilpCried ovct the Pacific Ocean are independent of 
each’other, 1 Tdngatabob is the centre of government to a furprifing 
number.vThe native® named more than one hundred and fifty of 
theft when Captain Cookwaslaft there; but feveral are uninhabited, 
many of them very final!, and ibrtie were at that time independent of 
their government, and even haftile to it. Only fifteen of thefe arc 
lofty, atld few" are fo large as Tongataboo. Captain Cook explored 
more than fixty of‘the whole number, and other navigators have dif- 
covered many of the remaining iflands of this group. The diredion 
in which it chiefly 1 extends being north and fouth, renders the com* 
munication each way pradi cable during the trade wind; and moft, 
if not all the iflands, are Tegularly vifited by the fovercign or the com¬ 
mander in-chief. 


■ It remains to give fortie account of other remarkable iflands, which 
have been difoovered in this neighbourhood; and firft of fuch as are 
immediately fubjed to Tongataboo. 

- The ifland of E5oa lies fbuth-caft of Tongataboo, from whence it 
is -diftant nearly four leagues. Its form approaches to an oval, with 
its longeft diameter from north to fputh. Its Caftern fide is placed by 
Captain Cook in 174° 40' weft longitude;; and its louthern extremity 
in latitude 21° 2Q'. It is about ten leagues in circuit, and almoft as 
high as the Me of Wight, being perceptible from a diftance of twelve 
leagues atfta, The fouth-caftcm coaft rifts immediately from the 
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/ca with great inequalities; but? o» the^rth-wcft part arc valley 
meadows, and plains, of coAfidpfiiible ext^it.. Frofen that quarter the 
ground afeends gradually to the .high^ft; part> wh«?h, then ,continues 
nearly level. The foil on the heightsJa chiefly jcompofediof a fbft 
fandy ftone, but in other parts, is ufuj$y a reddilh clay, of a'great 
depth. A deep valley, which is two hundred, feetabove tbe -level of 
the lea, confifts almoft: wholly of coral rock, hut is covered w4th: trees. 
The cultivated plantations chiefly border upon the coafts. Tfietoiare 
fprings of fine w;ater in various parts of the ifland, but none of'them 
arc conveniently acceffible to fhipping. The beft anchorage was found 
upon the north-well fide, in latitude 2 1° 20 / 30 // , On a.-gravelly bank 
extending two miles from the land, withdepths from twenty to thirty 
fathom. Abreaft of it is a creek, which affords convenient -landing 
for boats at all times of ,the tide. , In its produce and inhabitants this 
ifland refembles Tongataboo, except that it is not the ufual refidence 
of any of the fuperior chiefs, although feveral ,of them have property 
at Eooa. It has, notwithstanding, greatly the advantage of Tonga- 
taboo, for plcafantneis of fituation, as well as for goodnels of frelh 
water; and apparently mull exceed it in ialubrity. 

The ifland was dilcovercd by Tafmaa, who did not land there; nor 
docs it appear certain, that any navigator befide Cook has been, upon 
it. He vifited Eooa in 1 77 ; 3, before he came to Tongataboo; arid in 
1777 , after he left that place. At both times he met with: the molt 
cordial reception, although he could not obtain the lame ptofuflon of 
fupplies that was. lavilhed upon the English by the court of Tongata- 
beo. A perlon named Taoofa, who exerdfed the principal authority, 
entertained them with a public fpc&aclc of dancing,boxing, wrelt- 
ling, &c. which, though upon a fmaller fcale than at the feat of go¬ 
vernment, collc&ed together a concourfe of people, and Was produc¬ 
tive, as ufual, of fome diforderly conduct. The peaceable and affec¬ 
tionate behaviour of the people, in general, was luch as to induce him 
to name thefe iflands, and the others which he vifited in the fame 
group. The Friendly Illands* To the anchorage at Eooa he gave 
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muiided by finidl iflets, fand*banks and reefs; A harbour 
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bottom 'Coral- fend. It is 'well 
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iiofii roeks, With twenty and twenty-fiTe fethom depth, one or" two 
miles from fhorC; Thfcoo*^ fifteen or twenty 
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hillocks, and a more confidcrable one tdward the centre of the ifland. 
It is fimilar to Toagataboo in foil and produ&ions, but is lefs culti¬ 
vated, evenin proportion to its fize. It is however better fumifhed 
with water, thtre being * pond about three quarters of a mile from 
the landing place onthenorth-weft fide, of half a mile in circuit. 
Thewaterisaltfctle bracki(h, but havmg in part anfwered thepur- 
po^js of nayigators, their vifits to this ifland have been more frequent 
than to thofe; already mentioned; although the difbttce from their 
Ifrips has readeredwateriug hazardous as well as difficult. 

T#frnan anchored here on the 25th of January 1043, and was 
treated very-kindly by tUe natives in general, and by a chief, whofe 
prefence and authority probablyrendered this vifit the more tranquil. 
He gave to the ifland the name of itotterdam, haring called the for¬ 
mer two Amfterdam and Mddleburg, Captain Cook firft arrived at' 
Anaraooka on the 20th of June 1774 in the Refoluticm, having loft 
the company ofCaptain Fumeaux in the Adventure, fubfequent to 
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their vifit to Tongataboo the preceding? yea*. v He approached Ana- 
mooka from the fouth-eaftward, after having doubled the low illaadt 
and fhoals lying in that dire&ion, to Ac latitude of 20° 25'. Thefts 
were more frequently committed here than at the fouthemmoft iflands 
of the group; the chara&cr of the women appeared allb to be much 
more licentious, and that of the men more daring. No farther mif- 
chief than plunder was attempted, and this was feverely pumfhed by 
their European guefts. None of the principal people were prefent to re- 
ftrain the unruly ; but fomc of the natives diflinguifhed themfelves by 
the goodnefs of their conduct, and' moft of them behaved well, except 
when peculiar temptation inflamed their cupidity tor the novelties of 
which their vifitors were poifelfed. The chafliflmcnt inflicted upon 
the offenders cfFcftually improved their behaviour before the departure 
of the fliip, which took place on the 2Q th of June; 

Captain Cook returned to this iiland in 1777* in company with 
Captain Clcrkc; and anchored in the road on the lft of May. A 
perfon called Toobou then refided as chief, andanother, named Taipa, 
who alfo a&ed as principal officer in Poulaho’s family, became very 
ferviceable. He introduced to them Fenou, who rcfbrted hither from 
Tongataboo on being informed of their arrival. This great man pre¬ 
vailed upon Captain Cook to fail to the iflands called Hapae, in pre¬ 
ference to the former, which he meant to have immediately revifited. 
They accordingly proceeded to Hapac on the 14 A of the fame month, 
by which time the two fhips’ companies feemed nearly to have drained 
Anamooka of provifions; but on returning early in June, the flock 
was found furpxifingly recruited. Thefts had been pradtifed during 
their former flay, in a private manner, even by feme of the chiefs, 
till they were compelled to make reftitution; and on the return of 
the veifels, when all the popple of rank Were abfent, very little order 
w as obferved. Poulaho and Fenou arrived foon afterward, and within 
three days accompanied the navigators toward Tongataboo. 

Lieutenant Bligh, in the Bounty, anchored at Anamooka on the 
23d of April 178Q. The natives, who immediately came along-fide 
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with yams and cocoa^-nuts in their canoes, did not offer to come on 
hoard till they had afked permiffion. The next day he was vifited 
byTaipa, who was then old and lame; but retained the impreffion of 
his intercourfc withutbe EngKfh twelve years before, in fuch a degree 
that he perfeCtiy underftood their pronunciation of South-Sea words, 
which no other perfbn there was able ,to do. He informed them that 
their old friends were then living at Tongataboo, and he offered a 
large houfe for the ufe of the Engiifh, fuppoiing they would, as for¬ 
merly, have had a patty on fhore. Several things that were ftolen 
were reftored by his influence. Some more daring robberies being 
committed, and the natives crowding in large canoes from the neigh¬ 
bouring: iflands, Mr. Bligh thought it necefiary, on the 20th, when 
the fhip was under fail, to confine feveral of the chiefs, in order to re¬ 
cover what had been loft. This meafure producing no other effcCt 
than extreme diftrefs in his prifoners, he difmifled them with prefents, 
and departed. Pine-apples, which had been planted in the iflands vi¬ 
fited by Captain Cook, were found here at that time in a flourifhing 
ftate. < 

Captain Edwards twice vifited Anamooka in 3 791 , having ap¬ 
pointed this ifland for a place of rendezvous with the fehooner that 
had attended him from Otaheite,' but afterward loft company of the 
Pandora. He firft anchored here on the 2Qth of June, and immedi¬ 
ately difpatched Lieutenant Hayward to inquire at the iflands of Ha- 
pac and Feje, after Fletcher Chriftian and his party, but without fuc- 
cefs, excepting in their traffic for provifions. The licentioufnefs of 
the women at Anamooka feems to have been greatly promoted by 
European profligacy during this vifit ; and inftances of ferocity were 
manifefted by the native’men, which had till then been unknown; 
cfpecially in one cafe, where Lieutenant Corner narrowly efcaped 
being murdered. They were, notwithftanding, very attentive to the 
inilru&icwis which the officers gave them on the cultivation of the 
exotic plants, and tranfplanted the pine-apples immediately on re¬ 
ceiving directions. Poulaho and one of the Toobous, who had met 



FRBLI MIN ARY DISCOURSE. \\ x 

Captain Edwards at Anamooka, failed with him early i n July to the 
neighbouring ifland of Toofoa, whither they were going to colled tri¬ 
bute. On the 20th of that month he again anchored here, and being 
ft’dl difappointed of intelligence about the fchooner, departed the 3d 
of Auguft. * ' 

No fubfequent vifit to this ifland has been made known. The de¬ 
tail already given is more than proportionate to the importance of the 
place. It is ranked by the natives among the fraaller iflands of their 
archipelago, which contains thirty-fire larger than this. A difeafe of 
the leprous kind, which icerns to be common to all the iflands of this 
ocean, is faid to prevail more at Anamooka than in any other part of 
this group. The venereal difeafe, which was certainly introduced 
here by the Englifh, has alfo probably made a dreadful progrefs, in 
confequencc of the unreftrained debauchery pra&ifed by its laft vi- 
fitors, who are acknowledged to have been greatly infe&ed when they 
arrived at this place from Otaheite. Wood being an article procured 
here by all the fhips, it is neceffary to mention the damage that has 
been incurred in cutting a tree, called faitanoo by the natives, which 
is a fpccies of pepper, and yields a milky juice that injures the eyes 
and {kin of the workmen^ 

The ifland mentioned above, turned Toofoa, is fituated N. N. W. 
from Anamooka, at a diftancc of ten leagues: it is obfcrvable from 
thence by means of its height, and of a volcano at its film mit, 
which almofl constantly emoted fmokc, and fometimes threw up 
{tones. Its fhores are fteep, and covered with black iand. The rocks 
are hollow, and in fbme places of a columnar form; The mountain, 
-except in fpots that appear to have been recently burned, is covered 
with verdure, lihrubs, and trees. The coaft is about five leagues in 
circuit. To the north-caft of this ifland, and only two miles diftant, 
is another of much lefs extent, but of thrice its height, which is called 
Kao ; it is a mountainous rock, of a conical form. Both thefc were 
difeovered by Tafman, and ha;'e been feen by every fubfequent navi¬ 
gator of this group- Captain Cook pailed between them, and had no 
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of the inhabitants *broiight tbein a fmriil fopply,_and retired peaceably 
in the'evenmg. The next day their number greatly intreafed. Some 
principal perfons alfo came round the north fide of the ill and in ea* 
noM/an<i'aiKong ih&rh ‘Bile of the chiefs Whom Lieutenant Bligh had 
threatened to carry f from Anafnooka, upon an occafion which has ah 
ready been irientioned. Theyoffeted to accompany him to Tonga- 
trihoowhen the W<eather J ih^ii!d moderate ; but fome'lympto/hs ap¬ 
pearing of a defum to ©fern by forcb the articles that he could not 
afford to bari’ejf wittfthfemj >: tie determinedto depart that cvehirig, as 
they were, nbt ^hefined t6 ; retard Ifhtey had previoufly fold liim fome 
o? their weaporisi and/they ik>W ftls people to carry their pro¬ 

perty into thehoat V buYtheY W©i$ld;riot ftifrer hirii to embark, and a 
conteft enfued, in which mifflbf the Engliftiwere Wounded by ftbnbs, 
and one pf them'was killed; The'reft efeaped; and bore away toward 
"Njew Holland ; from"'Whence they reached the Eaft Indies in their 

*■< . . •* } .• , r , , ■■■*•} j.... - " i 

boat, enduring extreme hardlhip, but riO farther lofs of lives. 

This-unhappy event ^furniflies the' only iriftance of an European 
being killed at anyiftahd bfthis group, notwithftandirig the feverity, 
^nd even the cruelty, whibh has frequently been exerciftd toward the 
natives, on account t>f the thefts committed by them. That their 
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eagemefs to obtain our property is fkc)) as to endanger a fmall party 
landing at any . erf JthfUefs civilized? iflands, is .evident, ,not only from' 
Captain.Bligh’s exparience, .but J*W { people on 

board the fchooner which had Qtaheite, 

After parting company, as before ^e'u^fpitnnately camp 
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natives; but the latter attempted to fcizq.tha yodel; m ; 
were only nine people. Thefe,. however, being.^nply provided with 
fire-arms, fuccefsfully refilled the afliudt o£i^pa^er§ Vaftjy ^perior^' 
Few days could apparently,hay ? ^pf^lafter ^‘‘o^^e/wheri 
the Pandora arrived at Toofoa f \yith, IJpul^pn, feard, w Lieutenant 
Hayward, who had been,,there yit^.^ii^hV ^coHqigted fpme of Yfieir 
former aflailants. They founnpd, his- pptjice^ and had" perhfps more 
rcafon for doing fo than he knew,. as. at that time he.received no ipteir 
ligence of the fchooner. 

Hapae (fometimes pronounced Hapei) has b<£P men^oUd'as* the 
place to which Captain Cook accompanied Fenop. and Taipa at the 
defire of the former, from Angmooka 101777; It Is reckoned by the 
natives as one of the more extenfive jflandsof their group, but it coni 
fifts of four or more low iflets, fix or feven miles each in length, 
which are joined together by a reef,, They are not more than two or 
three miles broad, That iflet which is moft cultivated is called Lf>- 
fooga, or Lefooka; andthis alone exceeds. Ana mo oka in the number 
and extent of its plantations., At;its fouth-weftem endis-an artificial 
mount fifty foet in-diameter at the fummit, which is raifed to the 
height of forty feet above the reft of the ground; The Hefolution and 
Difcovery anchored abreaft of the reef |hat connefts this ifland with 
another to the north-eaft which is caUed-Foa* in twenty-four fathom, 
with a bottom of coral faml. A creek in the fhore. of. Lefooga, three 
quarters of a mile from,the fhips, afforded convenient, landing at all- 
times. Proper meafurcs having been taken tty Fenou and Taipa, an .. 
abundant-fupply of-provifions was obtained, and public, diverfiona were. 



Ixii PRELIMINAKY DISCOURSE. 

fplendidly exhibited; but thefe chiefs were lefs careful to prevent the 
theft of European articles. They left Captain Cook on the 22d of the 
fame month, requeuing him to .wait till they returned from Vavou, 
which they reprefepted to be two days fail in their canoes to the northr 
ward of Hapae. Finding it difficult to obtain fupplies in their ab~ 
fence, he removed on the 20th, fouthward of Lefooga, and fcurched 
in vain for a channel between the low iflands. That which lies next 
to Lefooga, in this direction, is called Hoolaeva, and is deftitute of 
cultivation, being ufed only for fifhing and catching turtle; but an. 
artificial mount, fimilar to that in Lefooga, was obferved upon it. 
Poulatio met the fhips before their departure., and accompanied them 
on the 20th, in their paffage among the fmall iflands and reefs, wiiich 
©bftriwft the navigation between Hapae and Anamooka. 

Fran. *Ant. Maurelle, a Spanifh difeoverer, was entangled in the 
fame navigation in March 1/81, after having been very hofpitably en¬ 
tertained at fome iflands immediately to the northward of Hapae. He 
found a paffage with a depth of five fathom, between the latter and 
the iflands to the weftward of it, which had been miffed by Captain 
Cook. Meting with frefh obftaclcs among thofe iflands which lie 
dircdtly north of Anamooka, he bore away toward Kao and Toofoa. 
While amidfl the iflands, he trafficked with the natives, who came 
off to the fhip in their canoes. A perfbn who was faid to be the chief 
over forty-eight iflands, alfo came on board after fending preterits. He 
promifed the fame public diverfions and contributions with which 
the Englifh had been entertained,* to induce Maurelle to land. The 
moft fouthern point of .the ifiand, where this man is faid to have re- 
fided, is placed in the latitude of 10° 3<j'. The longitudes affigned by 
Maurelle are feyeral degrees tgo far to the weft ward. He did not fuf- 
pedt the iflands which Jhc named Galvez, Gran Montana, and San 
Chriftoval, to be thofe called by the natives Hapae, Kao, and Too¬ 
foa ; and he left Anamooka and Tonga taboo out of fight to the eaft- 
ward, but faw the twoftnall rocky iflands, Hoonga Tonga and Hoonga 
Hapae, in latitude 2,0° 32 ', arid named them Las Culebras. He dif- 
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covered a dangerous reef, extending two leagues, and leaving to the 
fouthward a channel, three leagues wide, between the reef and thofe 
iflands. He alfo faw the high uninhabited fpot, difeovered and named 
Pylftaarts ill and by Tafman, in latitude 22 ° 25', I 75 0 5 q' weft longi¬ 
tude. This he called La Sola. 

An ifland, lying in the latitude of 17 0 57', 175 ° 16 ' 54 " weft lon¬ 
gitude, was the firft that Maurclle difeovered in approaching the 
Friendly Iflands. He fell in with it 20th February 1/81, and named 
it Amakgura (Bittcrnefs), on account of his fevere difappointment 
of obtaining relrdhments from it, no landing-place being found even, 
for boats, and the ifland itfelf having a fingular appearance of barren- 
nefs. Upon a confidcrablc mountain within it, not a tree was to be 
feen. In July 1/()1 Captain Edwards coafted the north-weft fide of 
this ifland, and oblerved the appearance of a tolerable landing-place in 
that quarter. /That part of the coaft was flat table land, without emi¬ 
nence or indentation, and from the edge of the furface fmokc iflued 
along; its whole extent. He called it Gardners ifland. 

An ifland called by the natives LAttaj, in. latitude 18° 4-y' 20 ", 
17 - 1 ° 48' weft longitude, was difeovered by Maurclle the day after he 
had palled the former. It confifts chiefly of a vaft conical mountain, 
the fummit of which appeared to be burnt, but the fidcs were covered 
with trees ; and it is lurrounded with a lower border which is very 
fei tile, and affords frelh water. Many canoes came off, and the people 
in them, among whom was the chief of the ifland, behaved with much 
confidence and kindnefs, and fold cocoa-nuts and bananas to the Spa¬ 
niards. Captain Edwards gave this place the name of Bickerton’s 
ifland. 

Maurclle proceeded toward fomc iflands fifteen leagues diftant, and 
lying call* north-eaft from the preceding; the appearance of which 
promifed better anchorage, as well as more abundant refrclhments. 
He was prevented by the w^nd from reaching them till the 4th of. 
March, when, after palling between fomc fmaller elevated iflands on. 
the north-weft of the principal land, he anchored in a creek bordered: 
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with didufes and plantations. .In approaching this Ration, the (hip had 
every day been furroimdcd bynumerbtis canoes, laden with all kinds 
of proviiions, in exchange for which the inlanders wanted to have tools, 
feut obtained only clothing, Maurelle having ftrangely prohibited the 
falc of iron. The natives were in general tall and robull. The chief, 
named Todbou, to whom they paid the moil profound refpe<ft, w r as 
advanced‘in age, and very corpulent. He treated Maurelle with the 
lame profnie liofpitality that Cook had experienced at the more fou- 
thern iflands. Water was not, however, to be obtained fufficiently 
nigh at hand, and that which oozed into a pit dug by the Spaniards 
proved too brackifh to be ufed. Maurelle therefore removed to a bay 
two leagues from the former, and in doing fo loft two anchors. Here 
the (hip was perfectly fheltercd, and good water w as obtained clofe to 
the fhore. The Spaniards were entertained with the ufual public di- 
veriions, and being always on their guard, the intercourfc on Ihorc 
was not interrupted by any conteft; but the iflanders who came on 
board ftole every thing they could feize. They tore away the chain 
of the rudder; and after another had been fubftituted, one of the na¬ 
tives was fliot dead in attempting to take that alfo. Maurelle failed 
1 Qth March, through a channel to the fouth-weft, which, as well as 
that by which he entered/was found to he perfe&ly commodious. He 
places his anchorage in latitude J 8° 3f>', and he called it El Refugio, 
or the Refuge. 

The largcft of theie illands is nearly equal in extent to Tongataboo, 
and conftderably higher, although not mountainous. It is highly 
fertile, and well cultivated, producing the fame fruits and roots as 
elfowhcre in thefc latitudes, and abounding more with the cloth-plant 
than any of the Friendly Iflands. Maurelle named this group after 
Don Martin dc Mayorga, then viceroy of Mexico; and gives no in¬ 
timation of the names ufed by the inhabitants. 

Peroufe, who, in 1787, approached ail the iflands iaft: deferibed, 
but had no intercourfe w'ith the natives, takes it for granted that 
they conftitute the country called by Cook Vavaoo, but pronounced 
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j Vavpu by the Friendly iflanders, and already fpoken of as lying, at 
the diftancc of two days fall from Hapae. Rut this fpace, according 
to Captain Cook’s calculation, muft exceed two hundred miles, which 
is more than double the dillance between Hapae and the iflands of 
Mayorga. Captain Edwards alfo explored this duller in July l y<j i, 
jnaming it Howe’s iflands, and the anchorage Curtis’s found.. The 
ftiip was vifited by two perfons, called Futtafailic and Toobou. Cap¬ 
tain Bligh, in the Proudencc, accompanied by Captain Portloek, in 
the Alfiilance, when returning with the bread-fruit from Otahcite, 
laid to tluring the night, 3d Augufl 1 7 <j 2 , off thefe iflands, and ob¬ 
tained provifions, but did not hind.. Two fhips, which Maurcllc undcr- 
llood to have been here prior to his voyage, might be thole of Cook 
and Clcrke, which the natives had probably feen at Hapae. By what¬ 
ever name thefe iflands ought to be diflinguifticd, they prelcnt a fa¬ 
vourable and a confidcrable objedt for the attention of our mifliona- 
ries. The longitude afligned to them by Captain Edwards is 17 3 ° 
53 / weft. 

Neootaboota'boo and KootahE arc feparated by a channel only 
three miles broad, in which is a fmall ifland ; and arc fltuated in la¬ 
titude 15° 55', 1 73° 48' weft longitude. The former is the more cx- 
tcnfive, and is reckoned among the larger of ,the Friendly Iflands, It 
is chiefly low, but has a confiderable hill in its centre. It is. divided 
into two unequal parts by a channel, which, at the mouth, is three 
hundred yards wide. Kootahc is very lofty, of a conical form, be¬ 
tween two and three, miles in diameter, and lies north-eaft from the 
former. Both arc populous, fertile, and pofleffed of the fame animals 
and vegetables as the iflands before deferibed. They were di (covered 
by Sehoutcn and Lcmaire, 10th May lOlO. Their (hip anchored on 
the north-weft fide of Kootahc, half a mile from the fhore, in fund) 
ground, with twenty-five fathom; but they fent a boat to the larger 
ifland to fearch for a better Ration. The natives fwam around the 
(hip, and bartered cocoa-nuts in abundance for nails and beads ; but 
they endeavoured to feize the boat, and one of them was fliot before 
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they defined from the attempt. The chief of Neootabootaboo, who 
ha4 title of Latoo, came on board;, and having invited the Dutch 
to that inland, they were proceeding thither, when a tlioufand of the 
natives fuddenly attacked the Ihip from their canoes, but were rcpulfed 
with much havoc by the cannon loaded with mufket-balls. Schoutcn 
departed on the 13th of the fame month. He gave the names of 
Traitors’ and Cocoa iflands to thefc difeoveries, in confequence of the 
reception he met with. Captain Wallis fell in with them 13th Au- 
guft 1 767 , and called them Kcppcl’s and Bofcawen’s iflands. His 
boat’s crew examined Neootabootaboo, and found a place for anchor¬ 
ing and landing, with frefti water, but inconveniently fltuated. Cap¬ 
tain Wallis exchanged fomc nails for fowls, fruits, and one of their 
clubs, and proceeded the next day to the weft ward. The nails were 
in Poulaho’s pofleflion at Tongataboo, when Cook was there with 
him. Peroufe few Kootahc 20th December 1787, and having the 
next day examined both the iflands, laid to on the following, in a 
fandy bay upon the well coafl: of the larger diviflon of Neootabootaboo. 
The natives brought off the fineft cocoa-nuts he had ever feen, w ith 
other vegetables, as well as feme fowls and a hog: they difeovered 
no apprehension, and traded very freely. They refembled the more 
fouthern iflanders in every thing, except that their looks indicated a 
ferocity, like that which characterizes their northern neighbours. 
The French did not fuffer them to come on board, but puniflied the 
rnoft trifling thefts with feverity ; having been recently exafperated by 
the murder *of Captain dc If Angle and eleven more perferis, at one 
of the Navigators’ iflands, which lie to the northward of thefe. A 
rocky bank, two or three leagues north of Kootahe, was found in 
lftlfi, w ith fourteen fathom water upon it. 

An ifland w T as difeovered by Schoutcn and Lemaire the day after 
they left the preceding, which they reckoned to be thirty Dutcli 
leagues more to the weftward. They judged it to be nearly of circular 
form, and about two leagues from north to feuth ; but they exprefs 
feme uncertainty as to its extent. It is hilly, and covered with ver- 

* 

dure, abounding with cocoa-nut trees, and populous. A large village 




laid clofe to the fhore. They called it Hope ifland, from the profpe<fl 
it afforded them of obtaining refreihments. Of thefb they were neyer- 
thelefs difappointed, not being able to land for the furf, which every' 
where broke upon the coaft. Sending a boat to found, they found 
from twenty to forty fathoms, two or three hundred yards from fhore, 
with rocky bottom; but there were no foundings a little further out. 
The natives adled as at Kootahe, and fevcral of them were killed for 
attempting to leizc the boat. They brought off vegetables only. The 
Dutch proceeded the fame day to the weffward. 

Captain Edwards fell in with this ifland 5th Auguff 1791 , when he 
apparently meant to have vifltcd the former two, but was carried too 
much to leeward. He places it in latitude 15° 53', 175 ° 5 l / weft 
longitude. In the account of his voyage, it is ipoken of as having 
confiderable extent, and the houfes as being of much larger conftruc- 
tion than at the other iflands of this archipelago. He named it Proby’s 
ifland, but underftood that the natives called it Onoo-afou. 

This name, and the diftancc of this ifland from Hapac, accord with 
the defeription given to Cook, of the Vavou of the Friendly iflanders; 
to which their term for an inhabited country, Wanoo, may have been 
prefixed by the natives, as it is to the names of fevcral iflands in this 
ocean. Computing the extent of the ifland by it proportionate dif- 
tance from Kootahe, it muft be nine or ten Englifli miles in diameter, 
according to Lcmairc’s flatemcnt. Poulaho aflerted that it affords as 
good anchorage as Tongataboo, and that it is larger, and has fevcral 
ftreams of frefli water. Vavou is in high eftimation among the Friendly 
iflanders ; and was, in I 777 , the residence of Latoo-libooloo’s mother 
and After. A folenm mourning was aflb then celebrated at Tongata¬ 
boo for a chief who had lately died at Vavou. 

Two more iflands were clifcovered by Schoutcn and Lemaire, the 
fifth day after leav ing that lull: deferibed. They deft roved fume of tfie 
natives at their firft interview, but were afterward hofpitubly enter¬ 
tained by them, and procured every kind of refivfliment in great 
abundance. They were vifltcd by a perfon beating the title of La too. 
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and byanother ftyled ArceJkee, 'who was therefore probably the fovc- 
reign of all the Friendly Iflands. He was treated by the other natives 
with the utmoft deference. They are reprefented like thofe of the 
more fouthem iflands in raoft circumftances, except in being deftitute 
of clothing, and the females being deformed, and peculiarly immodeft. 
The iflands arc hilly, fertile, and populous. The extent of them is 
not deferibed. The fhip anchored in a narrow roadftead, on the fou- 
thern fide of tlic principal ifland, two or three hundred yards from a 
flream of frefh water, in a depth of ten fathoms, with fandy bottom. 
Clofe on the outfide of the fhip was a bank, dry at low water. They 
place tins anchorage in the latitude of 1-1° fouth. The iflands 
w r ere named Hoorn, after the Dutch port, where the velfel had been 
equipped; and the road was called Concord, after the fhip’s name. 

If the Hope ifland of Schouten be Vavou, there feems little room 
to doubt that Hoorn iflands are the country called Hamoa by the 
Friendly iflanders, who dclcribe it as being two days fail from Vavou, 
to the northward of weft, and agreeing in other refpedts with Schou- 
tcifs Hoorn iflands. They do not appear to have been vifited by any 
other navigator, except we may conceive them to be the two iflands 
•where Manrelle obtained refrefhments the 2lft and 22d of April 
1781 ; which, therefore, he named Confolation Iflands. The figure 
and afpc6t of thofe deferibed by him, and by Schouten and Lemairc, 
perfectly accord. Maurclle docs not give the latitude in his narrative. 
That upon his chart differs from Schoutcn’s by more than half a de¬ 
gree ; but an error of that amount is not unlikely to have occurred in 
Maurclle’s rec koning. No other difeovery correfponds with his, any 
more than with Schoutcn’s iflands. 

Hamoa is reprefented by the natives of Tongataboo as the largefi; 
ifland of their archipelago; and Poulaho, who had frequently refided 
upon it, faid that it furnifhed good water and abundant lefrefbments, 
and afforded harbour for fhips. 

The preceding account includes all the iflands hitherto difeovered 
which have ufually been united under tlxe fame government. There 
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are two more groups, containing countries of greater extent than any 
yet defcribed, with which the Friendly iilanders are known to have 
communication. To thefe, alfo, our miflionaries may therefore be 
able, through the Lord’s bleffing, to extend their labours from Ton- 
gataboo. 

Tiie very confiderable duller, of which either the whole, or fomc 
part, is called by the natives, FejtE, lies within three days fail in a 
canoe from that ifland. The more northern part of this numerous 
group was difeovered by Tafman Oth February 10-13. Thefe ifland*; 
and reefs are evidently the fame that were explored by the Duff, and 
amidft which lhe met with the greateft danger that attended her 
voyage. They were named by Tafman Prince William’s Ifles, and 
Heemfkirk’s Shoals. They reach northward to the latitude of 15° 33'. 
Captain Bligh fell in with the callernmoft of the Feje iflands, in 1 78° 
weft longitude, the third day after his efcape from Toofoa in the 
Bounty's launch ; and he pafied through the midft of them in a north- 
‘weftem courfe, which he could not have made in a {hip, there being 
only four feet depth of water on one of the reefs which he crofted. 
In this direction, he found the group to extend four degrees weftvvard 
from the firft iflands; and he faw feveral that had from thirty to forty 
leagues of coaft, and appeared fertile, being pleaftngly variegated with 
hills and valleys. His defencclefs fttuation obliged him to avoid 
intcrcourle with the inhabitants. On his return from Otahcite in the 
Providence, 5th Auguft 1702, he palled to the north of the firft iflands 
he had difeovered in 1780, and coafted, upon the fouth fide, fbnje of 
thofe which had been difeovered by Tafman. After having crofted 
his former track, he doubled the fouthemmoft ifland of the group, 
id latitude 10° 15', 178 ° enji long'tude, and proceeded, 11th Auguft, 
on his voyage, in a courfc to the northward of weft. He landed no 
where, and the iHanders in vain attempted to overtake the Ihip with 
their canoes, apparently with hoftile dcfigns. 

The molt weftern part of this group was difeovered by Captain 
Barber, in the fnovv Arthur, 20th April 1 70 b on his paflage from 
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iflipcU, the largeft of which he places in latitude 17° &</> \7&° 15' 
paS longiti^ c * He anchored iji a bay on its weftera fide, arid fume 
natives who came off ip a canoe were reludlant .to come on board, and 
fcemed to be unaccuftomed to trade. The next day a number of canoes 
, attacked the fliip, and two of the crew were wounded by them with 
arrows. The favages attempted to board, but were repulfed with the 
fhip’s fwivels and fmall arms. The navigation on this, as on every 
other tide of the group, was found to be intricate and dangerous. 

It is uncertain whether thefe numerous and extenflve iflands are 
connected together under a diftind government, or w hether they are 
independent of each other, or moftly fubjedt to Tongataboo. It is 
certain that at leaft fomc of the principal iflands have been indepen¬ 
dent of itf government, and occafionally hoftile to it. They are alfo of 
a diftind race, fpeak a different language, and, befidc fpears and clubs, 
make ufe of bows and arrows in battle. In this they refemblc moft of 
the iflanders who inhabit the larger countries to the weftward; and 
differ from all who have yet been diicovered to the call ward of this 
group. Many of the latter have bows and arrows, but they ufe them, 
as we do, only in fport: their mitfilc wxapons in war being no other 
than fpears and ftones. The intcrcourfe of Feje with Tongataboo docs 
not feem to have lafted many generations, but during the prefent cen¬ 
tury it has been frequent. The Friendly iflanders regarded the people 
of Feje as fuperior to thcmfclvcs, both in military prowds, and in 
mechanical ingenuity; their weapons and clothing being wrought 
in a more malierly ftylc, and fome manufadures, efpecially that of 
earthen veflels, being carried on at Feje, which are not attempted 
at Tongataboo. There alfo were dogs at Feje when there were 
none at the Friendly Iflands, but they have been imported from 
thence flnee the latter group became known to the Englifli. The 
•ftature of the Fcjeans is fuperior, their complexions arc darker, and 
.their hair approaches to wool. They, moreover, retain the practice 
.of eating the bodies of enemies whom they have killed, which is now 
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abhorred by all of the lighter face, except the inhabitants of New 
Zealand.' ' ( >u ^ ! ' - s 

It is probable that the Fejeans are of £he femie racii that occupies 
the moft extenfivc iflands in this ocean. Their prevailing ferocity 
renders the more wreftem countries very dangerous Of accdk; but it 
may be hoped, that the fuperior civilization of Feje, and its interoourfe 
with Tongataboo, to which it appears that at leaft fomc part of this 
group has lately been fubjedled, may afford a favourable introdu&ion 
of our miflionaries among a nation of great extent, and in the utmoft 
need of evangelical inftru&ion. The only Europeans who are known 
to have landed at Feje, are Lieutenant Hayward, and a man who at¬ 
tended him thither, in a large canoe hired at Anamooka, for the pur- 
pofe of fearching after Fletcher Chriftian. Their inquiry was fruitless, 
but feems to have been conducted without danger. 

The other group which has intcrcourfe with the Friendly Iflands, 
is that which was named by M. de Bougainville the Navigators’ 
Iflands. Thefc are only ten in number, but fome of them arc re¬ 
markable for their extent, fertility, and population. They are fituated 
between 169° and ! 72 °- 30 / weft longitude, and'from latitude 13 ° 
2."/, to an uncertain extent foutluvard. They arc all lofty, like the 
Society Bland:', but arc neither lurroundcd w ith a low border, nor en- 
clofed by reels. The caftcrnmoft iflands of the duller feem to have 
been flrfl difeovered by Roggewein and Bauman in 1722. Another, 
of fuperior magnitude, was added by Bougainville in 1 / 08 ; and the 


two wellcrnmoft iflands, which are the moll conlidcrable, wore difeo- 
vered by Peroufe in 178/. Each of the latter is more than forty miles 
in length. All thefe w^erc vifltcd by Captain Edwards in 17-91. Pe¬ 
roufe was informed of three more to the foulhward, named Sheka, 
Oflamo, and Oocra, which he could not fall in with. The native' 
names afligned to the principal iflands by the two navigators, Peroufe 
and Edwards, totally differ in everv inflance. Pol a and Ot?.w t jiei 
are thole which they rcfpedivdy give to the moil vrcflern ifland of 
the group ; Ovolava and On a too a to the next confidcfablc ifland; 
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Ma-qona. and OtutuIla, to that which Bougainville difcovcrcd; 
Opoost andTooMANUA, to the eafternmoft ifland. The name of 
Tootooela, which is affigned by the people of Tongataboo to one of 
the larger iflands known to them, agrees with the information received 
by Captain Edwards. It is notwithstanding difficult to conceive, how 
Peroufe miftook the name of the very ifland, where the afiaffination 
of the French navigators, already mentioned, was perpetrated in De¬ 
cember 1787 . Some remains of their clothing were fecn there by 
the Pandora’s people in July 1791 . At Otewhei the latter met with 
a perfon related to Fenou, commander in chief of the Friendly Iflands. 
He had lately had a finger cut off on account of the illnefs which if- 
fued in the death of that chief. This circumftance demonftrates that 
fome intcrcourfe fubfifts between thefe two groups. The inhabitants 
of both have the fame language, and the fame general cuftoms, that 
arc common to all the eaftem iflands of this ocean. The natives of 
the Navigators’ Iflands greatly exceed the Friendly iflanders in ftaturc 
and flrcngth, and arc marked by a ferocity of afped and manners un¬ 
known at Tongataboo. In fome particular cuftoms they appear alfb 
to differ confidcrably. It is improbable that they fliould be fubjed to 
Tongataboo ; but the acquaintance they have with its inhabitants 
may render this important group acceflible with fafety to our brethren, 
in company with fome of the Friendly Ifland chiefs, by whom they 
arc already highly eftccmed. 


Ohittahoo, and other Iflands of the Group called the Marquefas . 

THIS group is known to extend from 81° to 101° of latitude, and 
from 138|° to l40i° of weft longitude. The inhabited iflands, which 
have been difcovcrcd in it, arc eight in number. They refemble the 
Navigators’ Iflands in their afped: and their coafts. In moft, if not 
in all of them, there ar« bays or coves which afford harbour for fhip- 
ping; but accefs to them is often made difficult by fudden fqualls 
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of wind which break over the mountains and precipices. The natives 
exceed, in general beauty, thofe of the groups already defc.ribcd; 
especially the females, who are not disfigured by pun&ures, although 
the men are aTmoft entirely covered with thofe marks. The women 
appear to be in greater and more general fubjection at the Marquefas 
than elfewherc. Both fexes are inferior in pcrfonal cleanlincfs to the 
natives of Otaheite and Tongataboo, having lefs convenience for bath¬ 
ing. They ufe lefs clothing; and the chiefs are Ids diftinguifhed 
from their fubjeds, except by the profufion of ornaments with which 
they are fometirnes covered. The foil of thefe iflands, for the greater 
part, is not fo fcitile as in any of the preceding groups; but the inha¬ 
bitants are, probably in confcquence of this deficiency, more aflive 
and vigorous than thofe of Otaheite. The bread-fruit attains here to 
the high eft pcrfo&ion ; but when it is out of feafon the want of it is 
fevcrcly felt, at leaft at Ohittahoo, where articles of food to be fubfti- 
tuted lor it arc fcarce. The Marqucfans rcfcmble the Friendly iflanders 
in paying a greater deference to age than the Otahciteans, and in being 
exempt from the practice of infant murders, and other evils produced 
by the arrcoe focicty. 

Ohittahoo, whicli was felcdcd out of the group to be a mif- 
fionary ftation becaufc it was belt known to Europeans, is much 
inferior in extent to lb me of the neighbouring iflands, being only nine 
miles long from north to fouth, and about feven leagues in circuit. 
A narrow ridge of lofty hills runs through its whole length, and is 
joined by other ridges, which gradually rife from the cliffs upon the 
coafts. They are divided by deep, narrow, and fertile valleys, adorned 
w ith trees, and watered by brooks and cafcades. On the weftern fid.- 
arc fcveral coves. That in which Europeans have ufuallv anchored, 
is fituated under the higheft land in the country, in latitude u° r>r/ so", 
13<J° 8' A o' 1 weft longitude. It bears fouth 15° call from the weft 
end of n larger adjacent ifland, called Ohcvahba. The points that 
form the harbour (of w'hich that to the fouthward is the higheft, are 
about a mile afundcr, and their diftance from the head of the harbour 
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hot much lefs, The depth of the water is from thirty-four to twelve 
fathbms, and the bottom clean fand. Two fandy coves within the 
bay are feparated by a rocky point; and each has a rivulet and habi¬ 
tations in it. That on the northern beach bears the lame name with 
the ifland; the other, which is nearly concealed among the trees, is 
called Innamei. 

Alvaro Mendana de Neyra difeovered this bland and the three which 
lie ncareft to it, in July 13Q5. He named them Las Marquesas dc 
de Mendoza, in honour of Mendoza, Marquis of Canetc, then viceroy 
of Peru, who had difpatchcd Mendana from thence, with lour fhips, 
for the purpofe of occupying the iilands of Solomon, which had been 
di[covered by the fame navigator twenty-eight years before. Being 
very uncertain of the difbmee of thole iilands from Peru, he was pro¬ 
ceeding in their latitude to fcarch for them, when he difeovered the 
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fouthernmoil ifland of the Marquesas. On the 25th July he fent a 
boat to examine Ohittahoo, which he called Santa Chrillina, and 
having found the harbour already deferibed, he named it Port Madre 
de Dios. Manriquez, w ho commanded the boat, landed, and marched 
with twenty loldicrs, by beat of drum, round the northern village; 
but the inhabitants did not far from their houfes till the party halted, 
and called to them; when about three hundred men and women 
peaceably advanced. At the requeft of the Spaniards they brought 
fevoral kinds of fruit, and fome w'ater contained in cocoa-nut Ihells. 
Tlie women, upon invitation, fat down among the loldiers; but the 
men were ordered to keep at a diftancc, and to fetch more water in 
fome jars w hich had been brought in the boat. They loomed dif- 
poled to keep the jars; upon which Manriquez brutally fired amongft 
them, and broke off their communication for that time. On the 
28th, Mendana brought his fquadron to anchor in the harbour; and 
mafs being performed on fliorc, the natives liiently attended to the 
ceremony. After taking formal polleflion of the country in the name 
of the King of Spain, he endeavoured to eftablifh a friendly intcr- 
courfc with the people, and fow'ed Indian corn in. their prcfencc. 
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When he returned on board, he left the command of the pity < m 
fhorc to Manriquez, and a quarrel again foon took place; one of the 
foldicrs was wounded by a fpcar, and many of the natives were killed 
by the fire-arms, with which they were purfued while retreating with 
their women and children to the woods. From thence they vainly 
attempted to annoy the invaders with lances and {tones, and after iome 
days they made overtures of fubmillion, and brought prefents of fruit 
to the guards which had been placed at the principal avenues. A fa¬ 
miliar intercourfe being renewed, iome of the iilandcrs and Spaniards 
formed particular friendihips; and a man who became intimate with 
Mcndana’s chaplain, went on board with him, difeovered great doci¬ 
lity, and feemed diffrefied when tliey departed. Having refitted one 
oi his vcflels, and erected iome erodes on the ill ore, Metidana failed 
fill July; but terminated his voyage without accompliihuig its object, 
and died at an ifland which he difeovered 5f>° to the w eft ward of 
Ohittahoo. 

It does not appear that the Marqucfas were again vilited by Euro¬ 
peans till 1 771 , when Captain Cook went in fearch of thefc ifiumls, 
in order to airertain their longitude. After meeting with iome danger, 
in attempting to turn into the harbour of Madre de Dios, he anchored 
there Olh April. Several canoes had followed the fhip as flic palled 
the fmall harbours on the fame coait to the northward, and others 
came off from ill ore as loon as flic was anchored. A heap of fir ones 
was provided in each canoe; but the iilandcrs finding their viiitors 
peaceable, bartered with them in an amicable manner. This inter- 
courfe was renewed more, abundantly the follow ing day, but tliey be¬ 
trayed the fame propeniity to theft which every where prevails in the 
Pacific Ocean; and one of them having feized and got off with an 
iron fitanchion, was haftily fiiot through the head by an officer ou 
•board the Rcfolution. Hctc-hetc, w ho w as then in the filip, filed 
tears at feeing this a el of barbarity ; and Captain Cook took much 
pains to reffore the familiarity which had been interrupted by it. 
The iilandcrs aficmblcd on ihore, armed with ipears and clubs, and 

1 if 



hxvi 


PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


drew up under feme rocks on the north fide of the harbour. Cook 
went to meet them with a party- uuder arms; and Hete-liete having 
explained to them the willies of the Englilb, the natives appeared lk- 
tisfied, raid condu&ed them to a brook, w here water was obtained for 
the fliip. A brilh. trade for vegetables was carried on, and fume hogs 
were purchafed. The prefence of Cook was, however, found neccf- 
fary to.prefene the confidence of the natives, who adiod prccifcly as 
if the conduct of tlie Spaniards, alrnoll two centuries before, had been 
frclh in their remembrance. The women had been removed from 
this harbour, but fevcral were met with at one to the fouthward of 


it, who difeovered no relu&ancc to the licentious familiarities of the 
fafl ors. Hctc-hete was toon able to eonverfe fluently with the natives, 
whole dialed differs from that of Otahcitc chiefly in not admitting: 
the found of r, and in having, like the Friendly iflandcrs, the hard con- 
fonants unknown at the other group. They paid great attention to 
the information which he gave them of cuftoms in which his country¬ 
men differed from them, and especially of the mode of producing lire 
by the fridion of dry wood. 

A chief, named Honoo, and diffinguiflied by the title of Heka-ae, 
came with many attendants to the landing-place, and exc hanged pre- 
fents with Captain Cook; but could not be perfuaded to accompany 
him on board. He was decorated with a great variety of orna¬ 
ments, and wore a cloak, while the reft of the men had only the 
maro round their loins. His looks and manner indicated o uch 
good-nature and intelligence. The fupplies of provifions feemed to 
increafe in . onfcqucnce of his vifit, and no farther conteft occurred;, 
fome thefts, which were committed, being fuffered by Captain Cook 
to pals unnoticed, as his Hay was deligncd to be iliort. He failed on 
the 11th April. 


A French navigator, named Le Marchand, vifited the Marqucfas 
about the year 17^0* Several vcifels, chiefly American, engaged in 
the fur trade, have alfo fincc touched here for provifions; and the 
commander of one of them, named Roberts, built a fmail veffel at 
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Port Madre de Dios, with which he proceeded to the north -weft 
coaft of America. It is. reported that the people of Ohittahoo had 
perievered in the prudent mcafurc of keeping their women at a dif- 
tancc from European vifitors ; and that, at this feafon, U contcft was 
excited on the account, in which the refpc&ublc chief, Honoo, w'as 
killed iv his brutal guefts. This circumftancc, which there is but too 
much reafon to believe, may account for the very different conduit 
obferved relative to the females of Ohittahoo, in fubfetjuent vilits at 
this place. 

The Daxial us ftorcfhip touched at this ifland on her way from 
England to join Captun Vancouver, and anchored in Port Madre. de 
Dios, 12i?d March 1702, in twent)'-four fathom. Not being; fuffi- 
ciently flickered from the land wind, her cable parted early the next 
morning; and while dri\ing out of the buy, the fhip was found to 
be on fire. In extinguishing if. ir.a.iy pieces of rotten bedding were 
thrown overboard, and the natives crowded round the fliip to pick 
them up. Wlicu the Dxdaius regained her ifation, and had been 
anchored elofer in fhore, it was oldened that the buoy of the anchor 
from which they had been driven, had been purloined; but a piece of 
wood has ing been left by the natives in its ft cad, tied to the buoy- 
rope, directed them to recover the anchor. Eicutenant Ilergcil, who 
jiuled as agent in the Daedalus, went in the afternoon to the place foi 
obtaining frefh w'atcr, which was at the diftancc of a mile from the 
fhip ; and finding the furf violent, he landed with only four men, in 
order to fill two water calks. The buckets ufed for this purpofe were 
icon ftolcn by the i (landers, who crowded round, without any per (on 
of authority to reftrain them. They even fnatchcd Mr. Hergeft's 
lbwling-piece out of his hand; and there being but one mufket left 
among the party, it was judged better to make good their retreat with 
this, than to employ it vindictively. On retiring to the long-boat, 
they found that fame of the natives had, by diving, cut away the grap¬ 
nel, with which it had been fecured. When they regained the boat, 
they rowed clofc to the fliore, and fired a volley of mufketoo^s and 
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fmall arms over the heads of the crowd. All immediately fled to the 
woods, except one man, who flood his ground, and threw Hones at 
the boat’s crew. This bravado was fullered to pafs impunifhed, but 
four cannon (hot were fired from the fliip over the fouthern village, 
which was not above a .quarter of a mile diftant. This happily pro¬ 
duced no worth effort than to terrify the natives, who fled in every 
dirertion to the mountains ; and about fun-fet one of them fwam oft' 
with a given bough wrapped in white cloth, which he threw into the 
fliip. Having thus dilcharged his embafly of peace, he immediately 
returned on fhoreu 


The next day, Mr. Merge ft repairing to the w'atering-place with an 
armed party, was cheerfully affiled by the iflandcrs to fill and roll the 
eallcs, with which they al/<> fwam to the boats, and were fuitably re¬ 
warded for their labour. They could not llill be refrained from pil¬ 
fering oil board, ami a theodolite belonging to Mr. Gooch, an allro- 
liomer, was carried off', but feafonab'y recovered. 

A chief named Too-ou, who had vifited the fliiw hen flic firff an- 
chored, returned on the 2-lth with a prelent of provifions; and two 
others, fome days afterward, brought the grapnel which had been cut 
from the boat. They promifed alfo to procure the fowling-piece, but 
came on board when the fliip was ready to fail, without fulfilling their 
engagement. Mr. Hcrgeff having well rewarded them for their fir¬ 
mer trouble, and being confident that they could have recovered his 
gun, informed one of them that he (hould carry him away if h was 
no^Tpecdilv rcltored; and accordingly placed a cmtinel over him in 
the cabin. The reff of the natives fled in alarm ; but the fowling- 
piece was obtained in half an hour. The prifoner was then liberated, 
greatly to his joy; and prefeats were made to him, and to another 
principal perfbn who had brought the gun on hoard. 

The crowd of iflanders having incommoded the (hip’s company in 
their bufiuefs, the colours were hoifled, to fignily that they muff not 
come on board. The men fubmitted to this prohibition; but many 
of the women perilled in fwimming to the fliip, till mufkets were 
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repeatedly fired over their heads, to deter them. Thefts were frequent 
and daring, and the chiefs feemed to want either authority or inclina¬ 
tion to repreis them. One man, who had made off from the Ihip 
with a bucket, was (hot unintentionally through the calf of his leg, 
but no other damage was occafioned. 

A good (apply of vegetables was obtained ; but few hogs could be 
purchafcd, and thole at a rate unulually dear in the South-Sea 
iilands. The harbour was accurately (urvcved before the lhip failed, 
but the i ketch given by Captain Cook was found to be fufficiently 
correct. 

The Prince William Henry left Otaheite on the 120th March, the 
fame day that the Daedalus failed from Ohittahoo. She made a direct 
north-call palfage to this ifiand, v\ hich is therefore demonftrated to be 
practicable, although not known to have been performed by any other 
vdTel. Her ftay was very transient, and her voyage from Britain to 
the Sandwich if]antis was fa rapid as to be accomplifhcd in four 
months. 


Captain Brown, in the Buttcrworth, accompanied by two fmaller 

private vxh'V.L', anchored in Port Mad re tie Dies J ft June 1 7<j2, and 

ft aid only two days, to take in frefh water. 

•» * 

The degree in which the manners of the people at Ohittahoo had 
been corrupted, fublequent to Cook’s voyage, was not known when 
the Duff left England; and the difappointment, occafioned by this 
change, appears to have produced the only inltancc that occurred 
among our miffionarics, of Ihrinking from the work in which they 
were engaged. If the Solitary condition of a very promifing young 
man, who had the fortitude to remain fingly oil his poft, fiioukl tend 
to delay the progrcls of the gofpel at the Marque fas, it is hoped that 
this deficiency will (bon be amply fupplied. Obftaclcs, that are to be 
apprehended from long-cftablifhcd cufloms in the other groups, are 
here apparently not liable to oppofc the truth; and vve truft that a 
foundation has already been laid, on which others may build with great 
advantage. 



hu PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 

To the northward of this ifland, and feparated by a channel hardly 
above a league in breadth, is Ohevahoa, which extends fix leagues 
north-caflward, and has a circuit of fifteen or fixteen' leagues. It 
is more flerp and craggy, cfpccially toward the caflern point, than 
■Obittahoo; but its deep valleys, and the fidcs of the hills, are, liftfc 
thofe of the former ifland, clothed with trees and verdure. Mendana, 
who difeovered it on the Lord’s day, named it on that account La 
Dominica. He failed along the fouthem coafl, as Cook did after¬ 
ward, without difeovering any harbour. This deficiency has pre¬ 
vented any farther knowledge of the interior country. It appeared in 
a much more advantageous light to the former navigator than it did 
to the latter. The natives have always attended at Port Mad re de 
Dios, when European vcffels have lain there; and they refemble the 
inhabitants of that place, with whom they maintain friendly inter- 
courfc. 

Onateya, which was named San Pedro by Mendana, lies about five 
leagues caftward of Ohit.tahoo, and as much to the fouth of Ohevahoa. 
It.is about three leagues in circuit, moderately high, and pretty level; 
with extenfive woods, and pleafant plains. 

The molt fouthern ifland of the group, ten leagues dillant from 
Onateyn, was the fnib that Mendana difeovered ; and he named it La 
Magdelana, in alluflon to the Ilomiih fetlival on which lie fell in 
with it, July 21, 15Q5. He coaftcd the fouthern fhore the following 
day, and four hundred of the natives came olfi, fbme in canoes, fomc 
floating and fwimming, to the fliips. They offered cocoa-nuts, and 
other fruits, to the Spaniards, and invited them to land. Forty of 
the iflanders, with little perfuafion, went on board Mcndana’s veil'd, 
and were prefented with clothing ; but they attempted to Ileal almofl 
every thing they law, which foon produced a conteft. One of the 
Spaniards was wounded by them with a Hone, and they fullered fc- 
verely from the fire-arms. T he iijuadron continuing under fail, they 
font after it a canoe, with Symbols of peace and friendlhip. This 
iiLnd was judged to be fix leagues in circuit, and appeared populous 
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•ad fertile. Captain Cook, who few it after leaving Ohittafeoo, 
reckoned it to be nearly in latitude 10° 25', 138° Sty' weft longitude. 
Captain Brown, in the Butterworth, 27th May 1792, difeovered a. 
rock refembling a ftiip, north-eastward from the feuth-eaft point of 
*feis ifland, at the diftance of five leagues. He did not anchor, but 
laid to off the fouthem coafl till the 31 ft, and procured cocoa-nuts, 
plantains, and bread-fruit, for nails, from the canoes which came 
alongfide, and by his boats from the inhabitants on fhore. One of his 
people fpent a night upon the ifland, and fwam off the next morning. 
The natives are underftood to call this ifland Ohittatoa. 

The only addition to the difeoveries of Mendana, which was made 
by Captain Cook’s viflt to the Marquefes, is an ifland called by the 
inhabitants Tejbooa, and by Cook, Hood’s ifland. It is fttnated in: 
the latitude of 9 0 20', and at the diftance of five leagues from the 
eafternmoft point of Ohevahoa, nearly in the dire&ion of N. N. W. 
It has a bluff appearance, and is of inferior extent to moft others of 


the group. 

The Ihips, which, at a later period, have proceeded to the north¬ 
ward, after taking refrefliments at Ohittahoo, have made much more 
important difeoveries in this duller. It is laid that Captain Le 
Marchand, in 1789, was the firft who few fevera! iflands at no great 
diftance to the north-weft of thofe which had fo long before been: 
difoovered. An American named Ingraham next obferved them, and 
fuppafed .them to have been dll then unknown, but did not land upon 
them. The only information, refpeding theft iflands, that has hi¬ 
therto been published, was obtained -during the voyage of the Daedalus 
ftorefhip, in which they were particularly explored. The positions of 
the mewly-difoovcred.iflands having been very mcorreffly laid down 
by our countrymen who preceded Captain Witfon, we refer to his ac¬ 
count and chart for their filiations, forms, and extent; limiting our 
prefent notice to the circumftanees which appear in the vifits that 
were previoufly made to theft iflands. 


Thcfoufchemmoft of the new Mt^qucfes, Rooapoa, was .called 
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Trevennen s ifland by Licutehaht Hergeft, who examined it 3 iff 
Marct 1792, In its centre 'arc tobTbdfcy ; "dfeineri6b of Vaft height, 
and of lingular figure, with feveral fmalfefpcaks adjacent: Near the 
feuth-caftern point of the coaft is a rock" tefcmbling a church with a 
fpirc. Several final!, bays arc formed in the fouthern fide, the befl: of 
which is terminated by the foufh-Weftern point of the ifland. It was 
named Friendly bay, from the condudt of the inhabitants, of whom 
more than a hundred pr-aceably furrounded the fhip with their canoes, 
and bartered fruits for beads and other trifles. They fieemed to be 
very numerous on fhore, and the eaftern and fouthern fides of the 
ifland tp be very fertile. The natives cxa&ly rcfcmblcd in appearance 
tliofe of the preceding iflcs. 

Due north from thcncc, and eight leagues diftant, is Nooaiieva, 
called by Mr. Metgcft, Sir Ilerify Martin’s ifland, which is the moft 
confiderable of the whole group, both for extent and fertility. The 
fouth-eaftern cape, which he named Point Martin, forms, with the 
edaft to the weftward of it, a deep bay, well fheltercd, and bordered 
by fandy beaches. At the head of the bay was obferved, cither a 
deep cove, or the mouth of a confiderable fbeam. Two leagues far¬ 
ther weftward is a fine harbour, with a fandy bottom, fhoaling from 
twenty-four fathoms to feven, within a quarter of a mile of the fhore. 
A ftream of excellent water runs into it, and it is well flickered from 
all winds. A beautiful plain extends for a mile and a half from the 
beach. The country is populous, and well cultivated. The people 
" appeared to be lighter than thofc of Ohittahoo, and varied confiderably 
from them in other refpe&s. More than one thoufand five hundred 
were aflernblcd ori the fhorcs of tliis harbour, which was named Port 
Anna "Maria. They received fomc people Vho landed from the Dae¬ 
dalus very hofpitably, and fent of all kinds of provifions to the fhip. 
Thc wfcftern fide of the ifland was lefs populous. 

Captain Brown, in the Butterworth, landed' at Nooaheva 3 d June 
1792, about two months after the Daedalus had been there; and ex¬ 
amined the north-Wtftcrti part of the ifland, upon which fide likewife 
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very go«d barbours >verc, jfpuiid* The natives alfo behaved friendly 
and rcfpe<ftfully, but ^being grangers .to >v r h.ite people, they were eamejit 
to fee whether th^ir fltuvwas pf the fame«colour under their clothing 
as in their faces. Some peculiar ceremonies feem to prevail here: a 
woman, who, at the requeft of one. of the Englilh, brought him fome 
frcfli water to drink, would not deliver it to him till (he had pro¬ 
nounced a long oration. 

Early in February 1703, the .Daedalus rcvifited this ifland on her 
way from the north-weft coaft of America to New South Wales, and 
anchored in Port Anna. Maria... A friendly intercourfe was renewed, 
but it was fuddenly broken off by a quarrel between one of thefadors 
and an iliander who had come on board. The latter having ftruck the 
Englilhman, was fliot by him after having leaped overboard. Upon 
this, a great number of war canoes were, aflembled, and the fhip was 
attacked with ftones. Lieutenant Hanfon, who had fuccceded Mr. 
Hergeft in the Doedaliis, was obliged to quit the harbour, after re¬ 
maining there two nights, and proceeded to obtain needful refresh¬ 
ments at Otaheite. . 

Eaftward from Nooaheva, at the diftance of fix or feven leagues, 
is Rooaiiooga, which was called by Lieutenant Hergeft Riou’s 
ifland. It is high and craggy, elpccially at the weft end, but appears 
more fertile than the fouthern iflands of the group. At this end is a 
ftielf of rocks, extending about a quarter of a mile from the fhore, 
which was named after Captain New of the Djedalus. This part pf 
th8 ifland is deftitutc of any harbour for fhipping, but on the fouthern- 
coaft there arc appearances, of convenient anchorage in two bays. 
Above one hundred natives aflfpmbled in canoes round the Daedalus 
upon her firft approach to the coaft, and bartered their proviflons in a 
very friendly manner, , 

It is probable that this group extends farther, both to the north- 
weft and fouth-eaft, than has yet been explored. Four uninhabited'' 
iflands are all that have been difeovered befide thofe already defer,ibed,. 
Qf thefe, two, which are very fmall, are fituated weft by north tromc 
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Nooaheva, ten or twelve leagues difjant, the other two Farther off to 
thehbrth-Weft , in 7° 53' fouth latitude. The largeft of thefe latter 
4 s eight miles long and two broad. Upon its north-weftem fide is a 
ftat, affording good anchorage* frefh water* and cocoa-nuts. That fide 
-of the ifland has in general a fertile appearance, but the eaftern coaft 
is .barren. The fmallcr ifland lies near the other toward the north- 
.caft, andfome rocky iflets are between them. Both the iflands are 
high, and, though not inhabited, are occafionally vifited. They were 
called Roberts s ifles, and the two final! ones before mentioned were 
named after Lieutenant Hergefl. 

Mendana un’derftood From the natives of Ohittahoo, that they 
fomdames vifited, in a hoftiie manner, a country toward the fouth, 
the inhabitants of which were black, and ufod bows and arrows in 
battle. From Captain Wflfon’s particular inquiry on this fubjc<ft, it 
appears, that if they had at that time any knowledge of fuch a people, 
it has fincc been wholly loft, ft is more probable that the Spaniards 
mifapprehended what was faid; as, that nation of the South-Sea 
iflanders Which correfponds to this defeription, is not known to extend 
farther caftward than Fcje, which is two thoufand four hundred miles 
from the Marquesas. 


THE account that has been given of the numerous iflands con¬ 
nected with'thole already occupied as miflio^ary ftations, fufficcs # to 
illuftrate the extent to which, under the bleffing of our Lord, the 
gofpel may probably be diffufed, from the three central places to which 
it has been introduced. Wore it polfible here to infert fimilar accounts 
of all the countries which are fituated between thefe groups and the 
coafts of Afia and New South Wales, the apparent importance of our 
efforts would be enhanced beyond what can be conceived from the 
ipecimen that is now furnifhed. It muft not, however, be omitted, 
£hat people of the lame race with the natives of the groups we hate* 
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dcfcribcd, arc difheiftd ovbjr the Padrone m&£atQ?hie iflands, which 
lie north of the equated, arid extend froni ^ie i3$th to the 1^5th de¬ 
gree of eaft longitude; and they haye reached from the latter group, 
or from fome intermediate places notj^etdifetryered, to,the Sandwich, 
iflands, which arc fituated between isi° and i6o° weft longitude, 
and 19 ° arid 22° north latitude. CrofiSng the equator, probably from 
the more eaftern of the Caroline iflands, they have fpread over the , 
clufters of which wc have given an account, and from the Friendly 
iflands have reached the large country of frevo Zealand, between 3 4° 
and 48° fouth latitude, and 1 06 ° and J 80° eaft longitude; while from 
Otahcite, or fomc of the iflands Touth-eaft of it, they have made a 
lurprifmg ftretch to the folitary fpot calledjEa/?<r IJhnd, in 27 ° fputh 
latitude, and 110° weft longitude. TThe language.and cuftpms of this 
widely fcattered nation have been traced to the coafts of the great, 
Afiatic iflands, Luzon and Borneo, and from thence to the peninfula . 
of Malacca, the Aurca Chcrfoncius, beyond which the, geographical . 
knowledge of the ancients can hardly be fiaid to hayp extended. The 
aftonifhing migrations of this race fc cm to hj^fe jgjratcd. like . thofc 
of the northern Europeans, from defigns c^Pbcqueft. Thefc they 
carried into effect on the coafts of the grariL ! Afiatic archipelago, 
driving the black natives of thofe very extenfive iflands to the interior 
mountains which they ftil! occupy as a diftinft and independent people. 
But the migrations of the fairer race from the Philippine iflands t© the 
Carolines, and farther eaftward, have.aimoft to a certainty been ocea- ’ 
fioned by ftrefs of wither, which drove their canoes ftom ifland to 
ifland, and from one group to another, that had npk before been 
peopled. Frequent incidents of. this nature have been nftcrtained, 
and fome of them have been fpecificd in our account of the iflands 
connected with Otahcite. The population of iflands-fo,-widely' Mat¬ 
tered, cannot, for the greater part, be othenvife explained, eiUicr npon ' 
the ground of cftabfifhcd fact, or upon that of probable conjecture. 

The original inhabitants of tin: great Afiatic iflands feem,.likv.wile, 
betefre the)' were driven back from their coafts. to lunc made ven 
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^imlwfcra^te ^migrAtions, ^although nbt to d'dlanees fo remote as thofc 
’ to^^c^cli’tWeir lupplanters have been' difperfed'. ; The darke n race has 
Tpread ipjvdr the vaH countries of New'Holland and New Guinea y with 
ithekdjacent iflands of New Britain, New Ireland, and Louifidde, as 


bwell as thole of Solomonj Santa CSh»af*j New Caledonia , the chief part 
-j pf the New Hebrides, and‘the group called Fcje. Like the natives of 
: African in perfon they generally reletable, they are divided into 

’ numerous tribes,* and atfe diftinguilhcd by various languages; yet 
there is a- ftriking famenefs in the cufloms even of thole moft re- 

- motely feparated ; ' and * they all differ cffentially from the nation that 
4&cUpidS' fche ( ttutacibus Smaller iflands ; of this ocean. - The former are 
‘ta^ially’more lavage, ahd of inferior ffatrure; but fotnc of their tribes 

- may, in thefe relpetib, be compared, or even preferred* to the leaft 


civilized.colonies of'their rivals. - A New Zealander can boaft little or 


" no advantage over his neighbour of New Caledonia ; and a Sandwich 
iflander muffapparently yield the; palm to an inhabitant of Feje. The 
luperior hofpitalit^jpf the Otaheiteans, the Friendly illanders, and the 
Marquefans, ita^^ipr endeavours to promote their bell interefts ; 
and our cledlion op Station, and of thole groups, has, through the 
bleffi.^gof G#d, ^eeh^|ified.by the trial which we have been enabled 


H 1 Allthe’bftands 1 Of this 1 Ocean prefented frelh ground for miffionary 

* i ' t 1 1 f ’ ^ 1 i ■< * 4 •* ' > , • j t |- • •. A- .'K. ^ 

labour, excepting the Philippines, the Ladroncs, and a few of the 
, Carolines, : to..which the Spaniards bad gained prior aecefs ; Japan, 

* once filled with converts to popery, but now withont the fhadow of 
; chriffiahity; and the northern Kurile idands, which are llatedly vifited. 
Tby a Ruffian clergyman, from Kmntfchatka. That peninfula contains 
the only glimmering ray of chrillianity that enlightens the Afiatic 
coafi of the Pacific Ocean, with the lblc exception of the Homan Ca~ 


* The groups named by Mendana the Ifles of Solomon and Santa Cruz, are the fame that, in. 
page 2^2, of the following narrative, are called Egrnont 1(1 and, Sec. and New Georgia 
thofc names *having been given to them by Captain Carteret and Lieutenant Shortland, who* 
imagined they were new difeoveries. 
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tholics fecrctcd in the .Chmejfc empire. The coaft of North America, 
from Behring’s {traits to California,, is involved in more than Egyptian 
darknefs. Upon the laft-mentioncd peninfula Spain has fevcral mif- 
fionary Rations, where benevolent and, laborious efforts are made, at 
lead: to civilize the miferable inhabitants. From thence to the ifland 
of Cliiloc, in South America, it is to be feared that the SpaUiflv con-* 
quells, have led the natives rather to deteft the, name of chriftianity 
than to comprehend its nature. Crofling tliis immenlfe ocean to New 
South Wales , at a diftance of 13.5 degrees of longitude, we find the 
gofpcl preached with purity and zeal to a herd of our own country¬ 
men, whofe vices reduce them below the mod: abject dafs of the 
heathen world around. May the doctrine of the crois triumph there 
oyer the unparalleled obftacles it has to furmount; and may.it advance 
from fhore to fhore, till it covers the hemisphere that is wafhed by 
the Pacific Ocean! Let him who reads fay, ** Amen, Lord Jelus! 
“ Thy kingdom 'come! Thy will be done in eartlr, as it is in 
“ heaven!” , r - 


P. S. On the general chart that deferibes Captain Wilfon's track, thofe countries of the 
Pacific Ocean, which lie within, or fouthward of the tropics, are comprehended imder the ge¬ 
neral name of Australia, after the example of foreign geographers. As tiny appear to be 
divided between two iliftin<5fc races of inhabitants, one of which almoft wholly poffcfles the 
more extenfive countries fituated in the fouth-weftern part of the ocean, theft are diftinguiihed 
from the reft by the title of the Greater Auftralia: the numerous fmall iflands inhabited by the 
fairer race being included under that of Leffer Auftralia. To the whole group, of which apart 
was difeovered by Cook, and called by him the Friendly Illes, the title of United Archipelago is 
affigned upon the chart. The propriety of theft; innovations is fubmitted to the judgment of 
fuch among our readers as are accuftomcd to geographical refearChes. ' • 
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TO 

CAPTAIN WILSON, 

FROM 

THE DIRECTORS. 


Aug. 5, 17 q (5- 

T HE conflant prote&ion with -which it has plcafed the Divine 
Being to favour the concerns of the Miffionary Society, renders 
it incumbent on us, before we enter on the immediate fubjed of our 
addrefs to you, to make a humble and undiffembled acknowledgment 
of the gratitude which is due to Him, and to recognife with thank- 
fulnefs the frequent and manifeft interpolations of his hand in favour 
of this inftitution. 

Among many other occurrences which have appeared to us of a 
nature peculiarly providential, and which we have considered as the 
proofs of the condcfcending care with which it has pieafed the great 
Head of the church to regard this undertaking, there has been none 
that excited more thankfulness to his name, or occafioned more uni- 
verfal fatisfa<£tion among ourfelves, than the circumftance of your 
-having been inclined to confecrate yourfclf to the fcrvicc of God on this 
intcrctting occafion. We truft that the fame Being, from whom the 
difpofition has proceeded, will impart the grace which is requiftc to 
accomplifh the arduous fervice, and infpirc the wifdom which is 
needful for the execution of its important duties. 

Connected with us in the dire&ion of the affairs of the Society, 
you arc fully apprifed of the nature and defign of the expedition you 
have undertaken to conduct., 

n 
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You arc aware that it is not only in its nature lingular, and aim oft 
without a precedent, but that it is alfo one of the molt honourable 
and moft important fcrviccs which can be confided to a human being. 
The attention of the Chriftian ■world is very generally excited to the 
objed, and devout interceflions are continually afeending like incenfe 
to heaven for its fuccefs. Should it be favoured with the blclfing of* 
God, it may be the direct means of imparting divine light and eternal 
life to great multitudes of immortal beings and may form an ;cra of 
diltinguifhcd importance in the hiftory of human redemption. In this 
view of the interefting nature of the bufinefs we are engaged in, it is 
with peculiar fatisfadion and finccre affedion, that we, the Dircdors 
of the inftitution, not only inveft you with the command of the fliip, 
and with full and complete authority for the management of its con¬ 
cerns in relation to the voyage; but alio commit to your care and 
fiipcrintendencc, during the lame period, the more important charge 
of the million it fell', and cfpeciaily of thole faithful brethren who ac¬ 
company ycru therein. Dear to our Saviour, in whofe name they go 
forth, theft apoftolic men will have a ftrong interell: in your affections 
alfo. Having forfaken their friends and their country for the love of 
Chrift, and with the defire of fpreading the honours of his name 
among the heathen, they will feck in your kind attention an equiva¬ 
lent for the endearing connexions they have relinquished; and you 
will be defirous of extending towards them the w ife fuperinten donee 
of a parent, and the uffedionate fympathy of a brother. You will 
cheer the fpirit that is liable to droop under the preflure of its anxieties, 
or adminillcr the word of admonition to the dilcipie that is in danger 
of erring. You will be among them the centre of union, to reconcile 
their divifions, and confirm their love: the univerfal friend, in whole 
bolbm they will depofit their diverfified cares. 

As it is needful that you lliould be furnilhed with iwftrudtions, 
both with relpedt to the voyage itfelf, and alfo with relation to the 
cftabliftunent of the million, it is our duty to defirc, that after having 
received your cargo on board, an invoice whereof you will be furnilhed 
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xvit.li> and alfb the mlffionarlc? who arc to accompany you, whofe 
names and occupations you will have an account of. you will plcafe to 
proceed with all podible difpatch'to Portfmouth, ill order to join the 
Kail India convoy now Ivina; there, to which vou are to attach vour- 
felt, and to ufe every exertion in your power to keep company with, 
it, as far as its courle and yours are defigned to coincide. 

In cafe the convoy fhould flop at Tcncritfe, you will procure four 
pipes of the belt wine in hogflicads, for which you will apply to the 
houfc of MetT. Paifley and Little, and reimburfe them lor the amount 
by your draft on the treafurer to the inflitution. You will endeavour 
to procure from thence two or three bunches of dried grapes of the heft 
kind, in order that the feeds may be planted when you arrive at the 
place of your deflinatioii ; alfb a few pecks, or even quarts, of the befit: 
feed wheat, together with the feeds of fucii tropical fruits as you may 
think it would be advantageous to take with you. You will alio en¬ 
deavour to procure one ram fheep and two ewes, to he preferred for 
the purpofc of breeding; alfo a male and female afs, for the fame 
purpofe. You will alfo at this place probably have an opportunity of 
giving your Ihip’s company and the paflengers fcveral meals of lrcfh 
meat and vegetables; which, as it wdll promote their health and com¬ 
fort, we are well perfiiaded will not efcape your attention. On taking 
your departure from TenerifFe, w r e wifh you to confidcr the port of 
Rio dc Janeiro on the coaft of Brazil as your next objeCt. At that 
place you will be able to lay in a flock of fugar very cheap, for the 
ufe of the fhip’s company and miHionarics on the voyage, as w'dl as 
for the latter after they arc put on fhore ; as alfb tobacco, chocolate, 
cochincal-plant, and many other vegetable productions ufcful for cou- 
fumption and cultivation at the fettlcment. Here you will a lib em¬ 
brace the opportunity to procure a fupply of frefh meat, and ocher dc- 
firablc articles, for the rcfrcfhmcnt of the flop’s company, at a rca- 
fbnablc rate. 

From this port we w ith you to proceed by the wan of (’ape Horn 
,to the ifland of Otaheite, there to put in execution r! e directions 
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which will be hereafter fuggefted, fo far as they may appear to you 
eligible on your arrival. In the mean time, we think it material to 
provide again!! the probability of your meeting with a foul wind in 
your attempt to double Cape Horn; in which cafe, after having made 
the firft attempt as ebfc in with the land as you think confident with 
the fif ty of the fhlp, we recommend you to Hand to the fouthward 
to the diftanee of at lead four or live degrees, when, if you dill find 
the wind blowing dcadily agdinfl you, rather than lob much time in 
attempting to beat againft it, we advife you to bear up and run for 
the Cape of Good Hope, where you will find thole refrcfhmcnts which 
by that time you will dand in need of. 

On jour arrival in the South Seas, the deftined fccnc of vour bene¬ 
volent exertions, the immediate profpedt of the important icrvicc be¬ 
fore you will imprefs your mind with peculiar weight, and you will 
be anxious to fulfil, to the utmod of jour power, the engagement 
you have undertaken. You will then recoiled, that the fphere of 
your adivity is widely extended, and includes a confidcrable number 
of different iflands remotely fituated ■ from each other; you will he 
reminded of the refblution of the general meeting, which was thu,-; 
expreffed: 

“ That a mifdon be undertaken to Otahcite, the Friendly Iflands, 
u the Marqucfas, the Sandwich, and the Pclcw Iflands, in a jfhip he- 
“ longing to the Society, to be commanded by Captain Wilfon, as far 
“ as may be practicable and expedient.” 

This refolution embraces a plan of great extent and importance, and 
proceeds from the laudable and benevolent defirc of introducing the 
knowledge of Chrift into as many different iflands as poffible; you 
will therefore confidcr this refolution as the rule of your conduct, and 
keep it in your remembrance in all your proceedings. It is not to be 
departed from, without folid and important rcafons; for, as thcgofpel 
of Chrift is a bleffing beyond the power of calculation to eftimate, the 
dcfirablnefs of fending it to as many iflands as poffible is in proportion 
to its ineflimable value. Wc do not mean, however, to encourage 



INSTRUCTIONS TO CAPTAIN WILSON. xciii 

you to adopt a fyftem of mi (lionary enterprife beyond the boundaries 
of diferction ; we do not urge you to depart from the principles of 
prudence and caution, which fo important an occaiion requires; nor 
by attempting to introduce the advantages of Chrifiianity in many 
places, lb to divide your numbers as to weaken your efforts too much 
in each, and endanger your fuccefs in all. The refolution is not in¬ 
tended to prevent a wile and difcrcct circumvention. It is indeed de- 
firuble to introduce the gofpel into feveral iflands; but it is neceifarv, 
if polliblc, to effablifli it in one; for if you concentrate your exertions, 
and gain a folid eltabliflimcnt in one place, it may become the germ 
of other million ary efforts, anil be a facred leaven which may gradually 
fpread its beneficial influence through numerous and diliant iflands of 
the South Seas. Thus you will perceive, that although the refolution 
by which you arc to endeavour to regulate your operations is of great 
extent, and highly delirable to be accomplished, yet that it is limited by 
the confiderations of practicability and expedience ; and of thefe you 
will of neceffity be the bell qualified to judge. 

The queftion rdpcci-ing the practicability of vifiting fo many diliant 
iflands mult be decided by circumfiances which it is impollible for us 
to anticipate ; and e\cn to you, when in the South Seas, a million 
may appear to be practicable, which you may neverthelefs not think 
it expedient to attempt. For infiance, the Pelew iflands are the Irtffc 
which, in the order of vour voyage, you will have occafion to vifit. 
The character of the natives furnilhcs a ftrong inducement to cltablilh 
a million among them, anil the attempt may alio appear to be prac¬ 
ticable : but would you think it expedient to take a few miffionaries 
from the iflands at a great difiance to windward, at ah uncertainty of 
the reception which a millionary plan might meet with in the former? 
Snppofe that, by a new chief having arifen with lefs favourable dif- 
pofitions than the father of Lee Boo, or through any other caufe, you 
Ihould be prevented from leaving our brethren there, with perfect ia- 
tisfaClion to yourfelf and them, w r hat would be the cfieCt ? You could 
not admit of the wafic of time and expenditure of money which it 
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would require to convey them;ta the iflands.where your other mifliom 
may have been, eftabiiflied, even if your return thither againft tire 
trade wind was practicable; and you would probably have no alterna¬ 
tive but that of bringing them with you to their native land. The 
fame reafoning may apply with refpedt to the Sandwich iflands. It 
is extremely deferable that the bleflings of the Chriflian religion 
Ihould be extended to thofe populous regions ; but the indubitable ac¬ 
counts which we have lately received of the aCtual ftate of thofe iflands, 
do not permit us to recommend the eftablilhmcnt of a million among 
them at prefent. A variety of other confederations wall occur to your 
mind w T hcn you are to decide on w hat is practicable and expedient.. If 
you look over the inventory' of the different articles which make up 
your cargo, fupplied by the liberality of our friends, or furnilhed from 
the funds of the inftitution, you will probably conclude that they arc 
much more adapted for the co-operation of a number of individuals in 
one or two focicties, than for a diftribution among more. When you 
conflder the qualifications of the miflionaries, you will perhaps be 
inclined to think, that remaining in one or two bodies, they may form 
models .of civilized fociety, fmall indeed, but tolerably complete. 
There are fome among them who are adapted to be ufeful by the im¬ 
proved ftate of their njinds, and their fitnefs for taking the lead in re¬ 
ligious fervices; there are others who are neceflary on account of the 
ikilfulncfs of their hands, and their knowledge of the ufeful arts: 
thus there would be among them that mutual dependence and ufe- 
fulnels which is the cement of the focial order. If you fliould fepa- 
rate them into feveral parties for various millions, it would occur to 
you that this order and connexion would be very much broken ; and 
as every million Ihould contain within itfelf a competent fund both of 
divine and human knowledge, you might perhaps And it impracticable 
to arrange our miflionaries into feveral parties, and yet preferve among 
them thefe indifpenlable rcquilitcs. Among our brethren who accom¬ 
pany you, we truft you will find lome who polfels a conliderable ac¬ 
quaintance with the doctrines of Chriftianity in their foundation and 
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mutual dependence, and are qualified for the defence and confirmation 
of the gofpel; but others of them-have not perhaps a view of the 
iubjedt fufficicntly accurate and enlarged to fit them*for the office of 
teachers. They underftand indeed the doctrines of grace in the meff 
precious fenfe, by experimental conviction; and having a general idea 
of them, may be very uleful to the heathen by means of their corn er- 
fation as well as their exemplary lives. But in every million, how¬ 
ever fmall, it is cifential that there fhould be fome whole minds have 
acquired a maturity in divine things, and who are feribes well in- 
ftruCted in the kingdom of heaven. This it might be difficult for 
you to accomplish, on the plan of eftabliffiing a number of different- 
fcttlemcnts. 

If from tlicfc reafons, or others which may arife in your mind 
when you arc ami dll the fccne of action, you judge that the caufc of 
Chrill among the heathen will be belt promoted by the citablilhment 
of fewer millions, wc fhall receive great fatisfadlion in finding that 
you are able to vifit more iflands, with a view to the introduction of 
the gofpel among them at a future period. By means of fome of the 
Europeans now probably refiding at Otaheite, who may be difipoled to 
accompany you, your accels to the undcrltandings of the ifianders will 
be facilitated; you will cafily communicate to them the beneficial 
plan you arc projecting in their favour ; and you may aicertain how 
far a million to any of them may be advifable. This mode of proce¬ 
dure is highly defirable, as it may throw a confiderable light upon our 
future path, and affilt our judgment refpecting the defigns- oi' Provi¬ 
dence toward thefe iflands. It is the more to be recommended, on 
account of the great degree of probability there is of our revifiting 
them, icon after the lai c return of our vefiel from her prefent expedi¬ 
tion ; as it is evident, that, with the affiltanec of a freight homeward, 
the navigation to thole leas’may be hereafter undertaken at litt le com¬ 
parative expenfe, and thus opportunities, be afforded of frequent inter- 
courle with them. Submitting thefe conliderations to your attention, 
we now think it ncccffitry to offer you a few more obfervations, derived 
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from the belt information wc can obtain, and the bell judgment we 
can at prefent form on the fubjeCt: you will adhere to them or not, 
as you may find it expedient when you arrive. 

It is well known that Otaheite is the ifland on which the general 
expectation has been fixed, as the place where our firfi: million is to 
be attempted; and we have no reafon to alter the opinion we at firft 
entertained of the eligibility of this Ipot: but us our object is to in¬ 
troduce the gofpel of Chrift among the heathen, all partialities or pre¬ 
dilections to particular places mult be made fubfervient to that end. 
We conceive you will vifit that illand before any other, and you will 
doubtlefs have an early inteview with the chiefs. It mult he left to 
your own diferetion how far you will then unfold to them the occasion 
of your voyage. You will alfo probabl}* foon be vifited by fome Eu¬ 
ropeans, and will molt likely find .mean* to conciliate their confidence, 
without committing yourfelf to them any further than you may deem 
prudent. All your diferimination may be requifite to fix on thofe 
among them who are i>eft fuited to become your inftruments; from 
them you will learn the prefent Hate of this illand, and perhaps of 
thofe adjacent, as to produce, population, dilpofition of the natives, 
and political relations. You will however be on your guard againlt 
mifreprefentation, and by comparing different reports find out the 
truth. You will alfo guard againft treachery and liirprifc. You will 
be cautious whom you admit on board ; efpecially you will not allow 
the females, except the wives of the chiefs, and only a few at a time. 
Neither w'ould it be prudent to permit too many of the Englilh, if 
remaining at Otaheite, to be on board at once. You will take an early 
opportunity of vifiting the fmaller peninlula, as it has been reprefented 
by fomc voyagers to be the moft fertile, well cultivated, and abounding 
with cotton and fugar-cane. Let the fhip run down to the adjacent 
illand of Eimeo, examine the harbours of Taloo and Avoitai, convesle 
with the chiefs, learn the prefent ftatc of that ifland, and the difpo- 
fition of the inhabitants toward a fcttlcment of fome of our brethren 
among them. 
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After you have afcertained to your fatisfadion the kind of treatment 
which the miffionaries are likely to experience at Otaheite, you will 
be more capable of judging how to improve the remainder of your 
voyage, than we axe at prcfent. To aflift you in the di red ion of your 
farther attempts, we recommend to your attentive perufal the papers 
which have been committed to you, containing a defcription and his¬ 
torical account of the iflands that are conneded with Otaheite, or in¬ 
cluded in the groups called the Friendly Iflands and the. Marqucfks. 
You will compare them on the grounds of immediate advantage and 
#bture profpcds. To this fubjed belongs the confederation of the 
fafcty of our women,” probability of introducing our imptojfcmcnts, 
fupply of provifions, the produds of th>; iflands in fugar, cotton, fan- 
dal-wood, &c. We are thus particular in fiiggefting thefc observa¬ 
tions to you, becaufe you are much better qualified than we can exped 
any of the miflionarics to be, to decide on the moft eligible fpots for 
our fettlcment; and it is a circumftance of fo much importance as to 
claim your utmofl: attention. You will doubtlefs on this fubjed bold 
very frequent communications with the miffionaries, and efpecially 
with the committee, Rating to them the grounds on which you may 
prefer one fpot to another: as it would be peculiarly defirable to ob¬ 
tain, if poffible, a perfed unanimity of the whole body, as to the place 
of fettlement; and the objedions of thofe who may happen to think 
differently from yourfelf, or from the majority of their brethren, fhould 
be attentively heard and maturely confidcred. It is, however, very 
difficult for fo many perfons pcrfedly to coincide on any fubjed; and 
we therefore place the power of decifion in a majority of the commit¬ 
tee, provided that you, the prefident, form one of that majority. As 
we conclude that you poffefs a fuperior judgment on this fubjed to 
any of them, it appears to us to be a regulation highly conducive to 
their good, that no fettlement fhould be made without your approba¬ 
tion. For the fake of relieving you from fome part of the refponfibi- 
lity, we lodge in the fame committee, and fubjed to the fame rule, 
the power of deciding whether there thall be more millions than one 
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eftablifhed, Arid where thefubfequent ones lhall be attempted* To 
this committee belongs alfo, under the fame rdlridion, the control 
over the articles, implements, and utenfils, which make up the cargo 
of the fliip; and they, with your concurrence, are to decide, when, 
where, and in what proportions, thofe articles are to be landed. In 
cafe, however, of federal millions being attempted, for the fake of ftrid 
and impartial juftice we appoint, that two of the committee lhall be 
taken from thofe who remain at the firll fcttlement, and two others 
from thole who are intended to be detached to any other: yourlelf, 
being the prclidcnt, and perfectly dilintcrefted, will have the power of 
admini%ring juftice toward both. It is however intended, that a 
quantity of articles, fuitablc for prelents to the chiefs of illands which 
you may vifit in your way to Canton, Ihould remain on board, and 
you mull have the power of deciding what articles, and what quantity 
of each, lhall be referved for that purpofe. 

To a number of ferious Chrillians, who are, on all occalions, feeking 
divine dirc&ion, it will no doubt occur, that the determination of any 
quellion rcfpe&ing attempts to extend the gofpel is of fuch tranfeen- 
dent importance, as to require the moll foiemn invocation of Him 
who hearcth prayer, for the interpolition of his wifdom to guide you 
in judgment. An unanimity, or nearly fo, erf the whole body, on 
qudlions fo interclling, and which are to be decided after a foiemn 
fcafon of devotion appointed for that fpecial occalion, would afford 
conliderable fatisfa&ion to our minds', as a favourable intimation of the 
divine fuperintendence. 

In negotiating with the chiefs, yon will explain to them the advan¬ 
tages which will arife to them from our refidence among them ; that 
it may be the happy cfFc<5l of their earnell delire, and not of our loli- 
citation. As an inducement to us to prefer their illand, they mull give 
us a full title to the land wc may have occalion for, guarantee to us the 
fafety of our property from plunder, the „enjoyment of our laws and 
culloms, and the undillurbed exercife of our religion. Inllead of ex¬ 
citing the jealouly of the chiefs by any importunity on our parts to. 
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oontimie with them, it would be more prudent to (hew a rcadinefs to 
leave the ifland, and fix upon fomc other, that it may be underdood 
by them, that our inducements to vifit them have not been to receive 
advantages, but to confer them. On this principle, as well as for 
other reafons, we recommend that the laud (hould not be purchafed, 
but required, as the condition of our remaining with them : and that 
the pretents we make (hould not be confidered as payments, but as 
gratuities, the expreilions and pledges of our good will. If you (hould 
determine to make a fettlemcnt at (cveral ifiends, you and the com¬ 
mittee will decide what number, and which individuals, (hould relide 
at each. If this (hould be the occafion of difputes which yca| cannot 
amicably terminate, we recommend your appealing to the dccifion of 
Divine Providence by a folcmn and religious uic of the ancient inili- 
tution of drawing lots. 

We ha\c now finilhed the indru&ions which appeared to us needful 
to communicate with refpeCt to the million. The changes which may 
have taken place in the date of the iflands lincc the lad accounts, 
may make it neccffary for you to depart from the advice which we 
have now offered, and refort to expedients more congruous to the cir- 
cu ml lances before you, and better fitted to lecurc the great object. 

On your arrival at Canton, you will addrefs yourlelf to the factory 
of the India Company, and in all refpe&s conform to the conditions 
of the charter, a copy of which you will take with you. You will in 
particular obferve the neccffity of your being there by the month of 
December, or at luted in the month of January 170S, that you may 
receive your cargo on board, and fail for Europe in the early part of 
the (pring. Thus we (hall eherifli the hope of your fafe return foon 
after the fuccecding midiummer. In th£ mean time you will doubt- 
left embrace whatever opportunities occur of writing to us either Horn 
Rio dc Janeiro, or by the fird (hip which fails from Canton; and let 
your difpatches be addreffed to Mr. Jofcph Hardcadle, of London. 

Wc have now only to commend you to the all-fufficient care and 
protection of Him who holds the w inds in his fid, and the waters in the 
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hollow.of hi* hand. The throne of mercy will be addrefled with un- 
ceafmg Applications in behalf of your fafety, and the fuccefs of your 
embafly. . You arc accompanied by the affe&ionatc eftcem of the ex¬ 
cellent of the earth; and miniftring fpirits, we truft, will receive the 
welcome charge to convoy you in fafety to the place of your dcftina- 
tion. May they be glad fpe&ators of the formation of a Chriftian 
Icmple in thefe heathen lands, and thus be furnilhed with the fubjed 
©f a new fong to Him that fitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb! 

Signed by Order of the Dire dors, 


John Love, Secrctaiy. 








